
COMPTROLLER GENERAL. OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASf·HNGTON, D.C. 205.46 

~- labo.ratoq, Inc. 
GoYe.t 11 I JJlt Acc:o\mt• Otti-ce 
8555 16th ftrut., Suite 706 
Bilvei- Spring, llaqland. ·20910 

Attention: Mr. JUie.a Yattms 

G.ntlemen: 

DEC !L9 1972 

Betu.nce·· 11 1l84e to YOtU" tele:f'u ot· J\11Se 2), 19721 ·and aub•e-­
q\IOt corn•r-. 4eDH.1 protest~~ the mrd. of- a. 40Jltnet to »doia 
~ under :en ro8651•12•JJ..0251, iouecl at. lglJ.D .AiJ- force Jan~ 
:no~. 

D14I D'B 801icite4 b14• on & ~~· but.a tor ·qu&ntitin of 
detergent pet. rlnM ..-ts d\'lri.ng the pedod of July 1, 1912, through 
Jume 30, 1913.. !!le. 4etersenta U4 rl.DH agent-a ~l'• de~ en a 
"bnat nae .c,r· ffl.l&ltt 'buia vitb tU. •1111\t ~'tierlatic• of the 
•teriall 14entifiedw fhe D'D ~ the conn.et.or to tumilh, 
iMtall,· and •tntdn •t no· addittoial: Upenae to the Gove.rmen~ 
au.tcllatic at.qat ti•peM•ra ,and riue agent UJectora tar releu1na 
the material.a ·into di._lh!ng machine•· · · · 

You bave protelted ag«in8t the -a~ ~ to ~.is Chemicals 
on the ground&· tbat it -. not. thet low bidder, tliat the rinse· age·nt 
1 t ottered 1• · ~t eqJal. to 01' of the b~ ·named. in the purchase· 
deecr1pt1of:11 Ud that the ~ia r!Me· agent 1'\--r ta. pres·aure 
operated cont.rary to the ~ speeitieationt.~ 

Yollr lUlit pr1ce·a on the dete·rpnt and. rlDM additive• were the 
loftlt :received per pound and gall~· r«QeetiY-11· Jbnver; the 
D'.B ·prov~. tor avan1 on the bui.$ crt. the ~unt of material the 
-.nuracturer ~=ed. to.r ~e "1th .ea.eh io·p1101:1e of •ter. On 
that ba•i•, l>uBO·ia vaa the l.Ow. b~r ··Gd 1ou. ~~ :the MXt low bidd•r· 

. . 
!\trthe%'1 when & product offered. a .a bid ••· an efJ\1Al lllffte the 

ulient t•tura µ.irted in the D'B,, lt wo~ not be proper to re·Jeet 
the. bicl u · non.nepou1 ve because it ...,._ di.tt•r in. Hme re:1·pect• fl"Oll 
the brri.Dd8 ~ u the purehaae d..eae.ri}xtton, line.e. the onl¥ ·features 
that can be· COXllidered e•"'1tial -.re tb.ote l1•ted u ...U_~ cb&rac·· 
teriatica. See ~1578.57,,rJPUal."Y 26;1 1966, ui!. .. B-.J.54616,.y&epte'ber lT, 
1964· . 
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i'i;!(J b:G :JJ: :d,:,D "1? 
~v.ti.:d··J.:t r.::.s~ 

. S~SM ~siu~lj1~q 
. r.~..t.~ 21-1.9~ ~.s·:r.srl.J :t .n~~: ..r r;.8 

FiM.ll.1' 1 you have ·eo~~~ that ~·~is b-il was nonre~ 
•i ve ~ae. the.· l'inee qellt wee~er . dOee not C.O.plr vitb tbe lF.B 
epecit1cat1ons. .. lbvevel-;. ·Du.13o1s did -_not take. any ~eptioti to ihe 
q-.Uic&tions in the bid~ Die.retore, tbe result~ contra.Ct ·based 
upo.u fiudl bid-~ valid •. , Mv tailure o~ the e~praent t\tnli8bed 
under the ~t to e~ nth.~. 'speciticat~ clou not affect 
the ..Utiity .of the ·contract •. SUOb •tter is tor .. cou14eratioti ~ 
a~te ·action. by tbe contract~ officer ~r. :the te:tUS ot the· 
eontn.ct.. · 

XQ the e~es, the.re is. tJO. ~is· tor l~ o'bJecticm to 
the &1IP'Cl 1111de. Mco~J.1, · the protest.· 1& denied~ 

Veey trul¥ youriJ; 

R.F.~L~ 

n~p~ty · p:bptro~.r·, Ge~ 
of tbe Un1ted .~es · . 
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