Troesy — L Lond

COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 :

Econcuics Laboratoxy, Inc.
Govermment Accounts Office
8555 16th Btreet, Suite T06
Bilver fipring, Maryland 20910

Attention: Mr. Junes Waters
Gentlemen:

Referance iz made to your telefax of Jume 25, 1972, and subse-
guent correspondence, sesting the award of a contract to Dubois
Cheaicals under IFB FOBS51-T2«B-0251, issued at ¥glin Air Force Base,
Fiorida.

The IFD solicited bids on & requirenents beals for quantities of
detergent and ringe agents during the period of July 1, 1972, through
June 30, 1973. The am::'genta and rinse agents were daseri‘bad an a
"Hhrand pame or equal’™ basis with the salient characteristics of the
materials identified. ‘The IFD reguired the comtractor to furnish,
ingtall, snd maintain st no additionm] expense to the Govermment
autcmatic detergent dispensers and rinss ageut in.jwtora tor releasing
the materials into mmm mhima.

You have pmtceﬁeﬁ sguinst the avgrd made to DuBotis Chemicals
on the grounds that it was not the low bidder, that the rinse agent
it offered is not equal to any of the brands nmmed in the purchase
description, and that the DuBols ringe sgent injector is pressure
operated contrary to the IFB specificationas.

Your unit prices on the detergent snd ringe additlves were the
lowent received per pound and gellon regpectively. Fowever, the
IVB provided for award oh the basis of the amount of mterial the
panufactirer recommended for use with each 10 gallons of water. Ou
that basig, Dubols wvas the low bldder und you were the next low bidder.

Further, when a product offered. :m & bid as an equalnwts the
salient features ligted in the I¥FB, 1t would not be proper to reject
the bid ss nonresponsive bevause it may d3iffeér in some respects from
the brunds named in the parchase description, since the only femiures
that can be considered esspntial are those llated ms sulient charac-
tc&aﬂca. See B-15T857,dnnuary 26, 1966, and B-154616,}/Beptenber 17,
1964.




B.176327

muy you have nontended *l:haﬁ the DuBols bid was nonregpol
sive because the rinse sgent injector dose not comply with the IFB
specifications, -However, DuBois 41d not take any exception to the
specifications in the vid. Therefore, the resuliing contract based
upon such bid 1g valid. Any failure of the equipment furnished
under the comtract to comply with the specifications does not affect
the walidity of the contract.  Such mptier is for congideration and
sppropriate notion by the mntmtma officer under the tezms c:r the
contrect s :

In the circumstences, there is o basis for legrl objection to
the avard made. Mmrdingly, the protest.ig denied.

Vezy truly yom;

RFKELLER

‘Deputy gpomptroller Genernl
: af tha United S‘bm‘a‘ea :




