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!be cntraettn& o1f:ta.r bas 'tepo.r·ted .that th• mu • ..,1.., fun.f.ahed 
to all la'hontod.u vn~ •ea1e4 Vi.th par.a.ff in. to ~t apil.l&p a tuuit. 
Ba cla'£u1 ~., tbat ptitaffin iatedQ'M with ~ M~ Dthod ad 
asd •tatu. tUt it tou-ld. ·:1.nterfen •·17 with ...-liquid ~tot.raphf (OLC). 
k poiaf!.I OUt tlt4t ,-OU lt:ltCeff~UllJ. U..Uf£6d the iteptitt hit ..-pl.a d 
well u thoh couutad.11g ~. codt.iu:; aa4 ...... ,~. .. atatea . 
that 1""r probla ta idutU,iQ atba4oAe and bePttuRtu "i:a aot oae cf 
SAtttference by 1&taftu but rath•~ ~ luk of seuattirity" in your seteen ... 
ta& pzoodun. Yw. cla:f.11. ho\7.Vel'. U.t the UP ~Rt all poid.t:bee 
~ttug froa Ch* initial N'l:eealq be toafiniad 'by C1;.c p~du'ru ad 
that ea 0 pu•ff'f.n and ottwr cont.aiuata *it w mdde codination of cet:"' 
tdn tntati-.ely poA:l.U.vt •thadone: and 'barbitutatil ~.l•s ~~al on 
CO&lff.mation by ,g•11 chrowltogr'*l)hy.n 

V. do 1'0t oQlb:ve that th6 Tt::C.Ot'd. affii:ratfydy Ut.$blishGt that \ -(\J; . _ 
10U'f P1'0CU•1ng of. the quality control e•le$ was advered.y atf 6Cted by ~ 
the uaa of paraffiu u a aeala.ntl which the Amf cla~ is a recoguiJ:ed• 
accepted matbod of sealing u'tine epe~11 contain.ere:. lt is uot clu.r 
that ~ui"Mna fundnhed ·you actuaUy wre cont~te4. end while you •ta" tbat par-affu-cansed peaks coul.4 t'coduae th• analy•t in e.ftluating~t 
m.c data ... do n~t unde#tand why aueh -eoafnaion wculd 0. caue~d with 
r..,eet. tO tdtmtificatioe -of set.ha.don and bubituratesi but not w1~'l 
l:'aapect: to idei\tifica.tion •f tu. othe~ sar:iples. lurth•'n.l:Ore, .. noted 
prftioualy, the tw.o •uc:e..ae-fu1 ~fei'~r• .,t;Oted betUJ:" than 90 perctmt 
pct the.r used •astllPl•a with par4Uh •eel.ant aud uted the GLC conf itma-
tion tut. In- the c:lrcU'.1118tattcu. we ue. wabl• to collClude that the 
mdencf. you Mrte presutad: in this t'sgard is suflid.Ant to otl'C\tCO$e t;h$ 
eontr•-rr admtnuirat.:lw pOl:f..tion-. 

·wtth regud to ycmr all.egat!cn re.gud!ng B&W Stat L\l.'boratory, the 
A:ray admit• that; a t6Cond a~t cf smnpl••,, iiot s~al.Gd with paraffin. was 
funubed to tbia labot'&tory. ~11.r. t'hat laboratory utilica GLC as-
1.ta initial SQX'oeniug U'l&t~d, and the: SSC()nd set. wa.a funishe.d to pre
olde tbe ad.YUM af fecu of f~:lb1a pataffin coatcdQatt.ou. cm OLC 
procfM!uru. Alao11- U: u th.e ~'• poili.t:lon that $Xe.pt for- tbe. sealant~ 
tb MCOQd ut was :1.deutital to th4. f itat aet and the set funisbed other 
offarora. We un.4at4tan4 that uon.a of t'ba other t>fferora receiving te.11t 
apact.me utilise CLC as th-e initial it1tt:reenina method~ a.."1.d none uquested 
that •u'badtuta. apeeiMus bQi fU%t\Uhed.,. We de not: bel.l.e.n that thea$ 
d.rc-.t.ucea indicate au ~~ p~t piaot1ete. 

the -r:ecori rev.ale that the COQ.trMtiag effite-r acted OQ the buia 
of r~atioll:I made by· a 1Jo41:d of Awa:tde and •PP't.Oftd by the bead 

- 2 -

.. ~ .: 

·: ·•· ~ ..... : 
: . . . 

,~ := ~ : : • • • 

· ... , ... ~ 
. ,.:• .. .. ~ . 

-: . . 



B-176077(4) 

of the procuring aetivitYt and that the goa~4 1 s recommendations 'OleTe 

ardvnd at 4ft~r thorough e~ndderution of the proposals and· tile 
specil'llen testin,s results. T.bet'e has.' been no ahm1:lng that the Board, 
the Walter ~ed Army Institute '(;>f Re.ae.arch 'personnel vho prepared ·the 
speciw.e~a and administered the tests, or. the contracting office~ acted 
arbitrarily oi- other than· in good.· faith •. Under· such ·cii-cuiutaric.cs, 
can.~ellation of·the contracts wo.~ld not b~ proper •. 

With re~ard to.WRL's p:rice on the pdot DistTict of Colul)fuia 
procureaent • the i;:ontracting officer pointa out that a pric~ compa:ri
son cannot be mad~ because of the dif fet"ent requirements of the tao 
solicitations~ and. fu:rther notes that WRL ! s pdce· in th~ instant case 
r.1as reasonable and within : the Covernllle.ntl s cost esti?tat~.. We have no 
basis to question· his po1dtion · in· this respect. . 

We have carefully and thoroug~lY.· reviewed your·other contentions 
and do not find that they pr~vide. a legal basi~ fo:r .objecting to. the 
awards.. We are enclosing .a copy· of our· letter of tcday to counsel 
for .B&W Stat Lllbotatory, Incorporate4·. ·.in which we discuss at length 
the other contentions you make. 

Enelosuta 

(SIG:Nml ELMER B. STAATS . . 

Comptroller Ceneral· 
<>f the United· Sta tea 
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