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coMPTROLLER GENERAL. OF THE UNlTED STATES
WASH]NGTON Dic. 20848

B-175607 . - . .- JAN 23 @73

W. ¥.. Grice, Accounting and Finance Officer
Through Office of the Camptroller S
Defonse Supply Agancy if_' -

Dear Hr. Grine.;
‘Purther referance 18 ‘made ‘to your 1etter of Fébruary 2, 1972 in

which you request a decimion. concerning'the propriety of payment of a
elaim for raimbursamant of dependent- travel and. diglocation allowance

-4n the case of Chief Warrant Offider. »  Your submis-

sion has been assigned: PDTATAC Centrol Nao, 72-7 by the Per Diem, Travel
sad Transportatidn Alldwance Committee. :;.

By ordars dated January 18 1971, Mr. e was directed to pro-
caed on permanent change of. station from his unit in the Republic of
Vietnam to Fort Leonard Wood,’ Missouri. “By orders dated February 25,

1971, the prior orders wera changed to ‘authorize My, 30 davs'
emergency leave due to the 1llnesa of” his daughter. ‘Mr. was
divertad and raassigned on permanent changa of station from Fort Leonard
Woed ‘to ‘the U, -§. Army Eleueut, Defenge Depot Msmphls, Memphis, Tennessee,
by ordera dated %arch 30 1971 with a’ reporting<date of March 31, 1971,

You.say that Mr. since raporting to- tho Defense Depot Memphis
on March 31, 1971, commiited &aily from Jonesbors, Arkansas, to. the Defense
Depot ‘Memphis until the relocation of his hotsehold from Jonesboro to
Hoxie, Arkansas, on January 13, 1972, He does not commute daily from the

- latter place, It is indicated that Mr. housiehold in Hoxle is
" approximately 31 miles’ fron his forner houdehold in Jonesboro and is a

Breater distance from Mamphis than Jonesboro.. ,1'

You alao say that the relocatiOn of -the househol& is cansidered to
be betveen places Jlocated in proximity. to each other dnd as:such the ap-
propriate statemen: raquired by par&graph M9603kggethe Joint Travel Regu-
lations 1s needed ‘to support -payment of dislocation, allowance. However,
ainee Mx., parmatant change of station is from a restricted arsa
his statement 13 aceeptable._-

You . state that under the . provisions of paragraph M900§ﬁof the Joint

. fraval Ragulgtiaus tha ralocation of the member's household must be a

diract rasuit: of tha member 8 permanent change of station. .Y§u=1ﬁdicate

dib
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that the delay of nine months in relocating his household sppaars to
contradict his statement that the reloecation was & direct resul: of his
perzanant change of atation, You, therefore, express the view that
My, , . ¢laim for a dislocation allowance is for disallowance.

However, you indicate that the paymsnt of dependent travel for the
distances of 31 niles is recommendad sinee tha statement furnished to
support the voucher gives a more exact location of the new household.

Mr. © statement of January 24, 1972, which you eneclosed
with your request statea that gs a direct result of his emergency change
of station from Vietnam on FYebruary 25, 1971, it was necessary to ship
his household goods from Joneshoro to Hoxle, Arkansss, on January 13, 1972,

His statement also indicates that the delay in raloeating was. due te
the lack of adequate housing near his wife's psrents. Mr, | indi-
catas that the reason for ths move te a location neax his wife's parents

1 was to provide moral support for his wife vho . is emotionally upset as a
f result of his daughter's {llness, He further states that additionally

: he was foreed to relocate dus to the fact that the yesidence which hae was
renting was sold and an arrangement to continue yentlug the residence
eould not be mada with the new owner,

Section 407(a) ,}/title 37, United States Coda, provides that vader
regulations praseribed by the Secretary concerned, a member of a uniformed
saxvieas whose dependents make sn authorized move in conngetion with his
change of permanent staticn is entitled to a dislocation allowance.

Parsgraph H9003-1\4£ the Joint Travel Regulations, promulgated pur-
suant to that austhority, provides that s digslocation allowance is payable
to a membar with dependents whenever tha dependents relocate their house-
hold 4in connection with a permanent change of station, Actusl transpor-
tation of dependants at Govarnment expense is not a prerequisite to en~
titlement, A statement from the commanding vfficer of the new permsnent
duty station that the relocation of the household of the mesber was
necessary as s direct result of tha permanent change of station (other
than a permsnent change of station from or to a restricted ares) is re-
quired when the permanent change of station is between statioans located
in proximity to esch other or when the relocation of the household is
betwaen places loasted in proximity to esch other whether or not located
within the same city.

When the ralocation of the household ia a direct result of the mem~
ber's permsnent change of station from or to a westricted area, the regu~
lation provides that the member's statement regarding the move will be
acceptad, ‘ ~
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A nmber 5 Ontitlmnt to a dishcation allmmma is dapemlant
upon a clear and positive showing. that his change of residence vas
necassary as 4 direct result of an orﬁared change of parmanant station,
In this conmecticn, where thetd. i an' adizlutgtrative determination,
such mag a cm&nding officar's statemsut, that a chanpa of residence is
necessary 28 & direct rvesult of a parmanant.chénge of station, and it
is tiot supportad by tho record and 1s shown to be c,ontrary to tha facts,
it is not conclusive $x the matter, Ses 13 Comp.: . 140, 149 (1933)
and 36 Comp. Gen. 366Y (1956) CE 39 Comp. Gen. 551 (1950) Likevise, a
nasbar's statement mads in conpecticn with his claimifor a dlslocation
allowance is not. conclusivu and mat Ba censideuii i;n light of the record
before us, . S .

Thus, whila a portian of Hr. staznmt provides that
necessity of rclocnci’.ng wag @ dimct raaul.t: of hig" permmnt change of -
station, the remeining part of the statemant clearly indicates that the
vessons for the relocation sti peraonal tather than ‘s direct result of
his permanent ehmgu of staridn, That is, 1t would have bean necessary
for him to relocats hie bousshold, regardless of his ehangas of statiom,
because of tha sale of the house in which ‘they mara msiding um‘l becsuse
of the health of his vifa. ' : . , o

Acoordinxly, paymn: of t:hu dialmtion ullwmca 1s not authorizad.

Bubpauguph 4 of pnrugruph H?OGS%)f tha Ja:l.nt Traval Regulations
prwim that' vhen a mber is. A ‘ ~

1 trmfnnad by permnmt chnnga of . station mréaza
ey meri:tna arsn n an matriatad nren, )

T w * a

ha will ba mtitlad to ttansportuh:lon af depmdans:s from
the plage his depsndents are locatsd on receipt of per-
nanent change of atation orders ® % % or from the place .
to which dnpandani:a were movad at. Gawmnt cxpansa

" {incident to his. assigoimt to the restricted sres)

& % % yhdehaver results in the lesser entitlewont, to
wnmrrant duty statiod of the mamber, * % ¥ gr to a
pluce othtr t!wu the mxmne duty suﬁw. ek >, ”

.Undnr t.ha abow-»quotud prmrision a mﬁar 1nc£damt to his miamnc

from & vestricted ares oxdinarily would be entitled to transportation of
his dnpmdunu fm the plwa his &pmdents are lacn:ad on racaipt; of

S
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pcmnt change«—of-statiun orders or from the placa’ t:hay were moved
at Covarnment expense ine{dent to the asaignmant to the vestricted
srea, to his eurrent duty station or to s place othet than the current
duty station, whichever results “in the lesser an:itlament. Howaver,
inthamabefamus.itiamﬁwthstm .. . move from

: Joussboro to Hoxis on Jamsary 13, 1972, as expisined sbove, bears no

; velationship to hia resssignment but was for personal veasons and nay
not be con»idaud as :{ncidemt to hia chiange of- st:atiﬁn.

Accor&ingiy, piymﬂnt for the depandant travul gerform:d Jnnaary 13,
1972, and the dislocation ailawanca is nut autheriza&. and the voucher
will b. ratainnd haza..z . : . .

1’ : ‘ .' . o . - S@ngem}:j roujrs.'

PAUL. G-IﬂﬂWBLH@S

' Fbr the Gamptrollnr‘ccnnral
' ot the Unitad Statas






