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COMPTROLLER GENERAL. OF THE UNITE:O STATES 

WASHINGTON, c;c. Zos.48 

B-l7SA07 

' . ~· 
.-·· ...... ·. 

w. F •:.Grice·, Accounting :iµid Finance': Officer · 
Thr.Otigh :office -~f: tlie cOinpttolier . · :·. : · · 
DefeQe. Supply .Ag~ncy ·. ·.: · · · : 

Dear· 1'.lr. Grlae: . 

JAN 2 .3 l973 

.. .. 

i'urther r~f.erance .. is: made 'to ypur° ~etter 0£:.F-ebntary 2-, · 197.2, in 
which YOJ.1 r'~ueat: a deciS_ion. concernii;lg. the proprie"ty .. of paymc:,nt ·Of a 
cl«i• for rllt1$.urse~t-·-Of de.pendent· tl:avel and-di.81ocation.".a11aW-anee 

·in. the case of Chief Wat~~~ QfficeF, · · · · · • Yo~r .su~tnis-
sion-'has _been as.s.i,gned PDTA,TAC ··control ·Nq. ·12-1 }:i;y the P~r Diem, Travel 
and Transportation Allowance ·comm! tt~e·~ · .: . . . . - . : ·.. . . .. · .. · . 

By order.s ·_ ~t~d. J a.nu~ry -i~. t97i~ ·. M~. . _ .. __ -~, waa directed. t:o pro­
ceed 'on petn;anerit ·change. of: etat;ion.- from h:J,s t.nrlt. · itf the .Rep,ublic. of 
Vietno. to · F:o.rt· _·l,i•onard. Wooa 7 ·: · MissourL ··:ay orders: d.!lted February 25, 
l971, th_e ptiot" o?ders we-r-e ~ang~d to. ·a~1:hoJ:i':Ze Mr. 30 days' 
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e.merg~ncy .leav.e :4ue t() the iiiness of "M;i:i· ·daughter. _.:Mr. ~as 
dive.rtad· and-·rea8·sign~d.·on:t>e-tnianent cih~nge_ bf station frQta Fort. Leonard 
wood··'to -.th~:"· ti. ·S~".Anny ~lli.zaent~ Daf~nse··Depot Memp,his, M.emplita, Tennessee. 
by orders dat.ed ~rch. 3()f 197°1,~ with; __ -~'.rellortin~':.d~~-·.of. March :31~ 1971, 

Jou .aay· that Mr. .sinee:··repol;:'.ting to ~the Defense Depot Memphis 
on March 31.: 19.71,· conmlt,ited daily: frojn ·JO.nesboro·; ·Arkansas, ·to. the Defense 
Dapot Me.mphi;s until the re'.l.oe.ltion of:.hia:. hoU$eho1d. from Jonesboro to 
Roxie', Arkansas, ·o_n· Januafy 13, 19_72~·, J:Ie doe8·not cOinmuta daily from the 
lattfl' piace. tt: is indicated: that Mt. household in Hoxie is 

. · app.rQld.m.ately .jL_aj.1es ._ t';~ h:ta forile.:r hol,lSehold._ in .Jonesboro a1,:ld. is a 
gr1u.~er dist:·.an~ -from M~his_.:than -Joq.esho-ro.· . . ' .. . ... . " 

.. 

You atla-0. Sa}/·:that t~e._ -~eiocati6.11·· bf the. ho~ehold is COnSldered to 
b• :between P,l~ceri·.ioeate"d .. iJ;1.. proximity. t.~ each m:··. r: an4· as: aueh the ap­
prQJ>riat~ e~~te~.t r:~'4red .b! _parag#·aph M9003 ·()~. t~~: Joint_ Travel Regu­
latiotlS. is n~eded, ·to suppli>rt .paynient -~f d:J,sloca. ion; -.allowance. . However, 
sj.u¢e ·.Mr·. . pa~nt .change .. of ~~adon il!l .. fl:'Otu a res:td.cted area 
h:l.e statement .is.· •cceptabie. " · ·· · ... · · · · · 

. . : :. 

. · You-._st·~ ·th~t Urid~l.7-·the,-protl~ic,~·of paragraph M9003i)c;f th.a Joint 
Travel Rag~;t,ti~n:~ t.he ~~loca,~o~ .o~. ~he.,member• s household_ must_ be a . 
direct: resu1t :of:. the meUiJ?:er'.s 'pe~ent change of ,s-eation •. _You· !ildicate 
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that the delay of nine uionths in relocating his household appeara to 
contradict his statemene that the telocauon wae a direct result of his 
parunent change of station. You, thet•fore, e.xpress the view that 
Mr. • clai111 for a dialocatiOl'l allowance is for disallowance. 

However, you indicate th.at the payment of dependent travel for the 
dittance of 31 miles i• recommended since tha etatemetl.t furnish•d t.o 
1upport the voucher gives a lDOre exact location of the new household. 

Mr. statement ·of January 24, 1972; which you enclosed 
with your request satates that as a direct result of Ms e.J11,ergeucy cllattge 
of sta-cion from Vit.tna1Jl on ll'ebruary 25; 1971. it wu necessary to ship 
hi• houtulhold goods from Jonesboro to Hoxie, Arkansas, on January 13, 1972 .. 

Bis stathleltt also indic•tes that tho delay in r~locatinx vas.du.e tQ 
th• 1ac:k of adequate bou.tng near his wife's parents. Mr, illdi­
cate• that the reason for the move to a loeatiC>'A nqr his wife's parents 
wu to provide noral support for his Wif • who. is emotionally upset as a 
ruult of hia daughter's illness.. He further states that additicmall.y 
he wu forced to reloca~ duo to the faet that tha·xesidence vhich he was 
rentf.q wae sold and an attangement to continua ten.ting the r'1Sid4lll.ce 
could not be aade with the new owner. 

S.ction 407(a) ,(tith 37. United States Code, provides that under 
reauhtiona prueribed by the SecU.ta-ry concemad, a mG111ber of a uniformed 
••nricie who•• dependent& uke an authoriaad !aOff in connaction rith his 
cbanp of pel!'UUJlt station .is entitled to a dialocation allowuce. 

Paragraph M9003-1Vof th• Joint TTavel Regulations, promulgated pur­
euaD.t to that authorl.ty, proddea that a dislocation allowance is payable 
to a member with dapendellta vhenever the depender.tta relocate their house­
hold in connection with e. permanent chang& of station. .Actual tran&por­
tatiOll of dependant• at Govarn:ment expense is n.ot a pr&r•quieit• to eu­
titlbent. A statement from Che commanding officer of the ntW' permAnellt 
duty •t•tion tM.t the relocation of tha hout\h9ld of the member was 
aecu••-rr a a diract rU'Ult of the ~rmanent change of stati.on (other 
than a permanent change of station from or to a r:eatr1cted area) is re­
quired vhen the P•nsanettt change of station is batween stations located 
in proximity to •uh other or when ti. relocation of the household is 
between. placu louted in proximi.ty to each ot.he.r whether or not located 
within the sue city. 

When th• nloution of th• hous•bold. is a direct result of the mem­
bar' 1 periumclnt change of station from o-r to a restricted area. th• regu­
lation provides that the ~er•a sta'Cellt6nt regarding the move will be 
acc.pud. 
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A .der_;~··~titl-'mt to~a ·d.i~~e.~ion an~· is ~pendent 
\tPOD a·cleu . .U-posfti~.shMng'. th•~ ~ii! ch.~·of ~e,uide~C. vu 
Utu••rf aa· .a Mrect· ~ult ·of an -.~rd~ted ehattti. of· pe~nf.station. 
In thia com.eet1~, ·w.r.- the·~ .. ~- ':.it·" ~uis.tr.at·i~ ~tend"ftti0tt, 
•uch u a waud1n8 Qff:i.ee~•s ·~u~a~e~t1 · that a ch~ ·of residence is 
naasnry u.·a-~.r~~l ... ~Jl.;_,9;f a:pttiMnQut,~·c)f'stati~, and it 
u:tiot suppor~d by the.re@~ and·i• ehewn .to .be eentraey to the fiicts, 
it u ~t COQd.~ve ta:the,-:matter.. Sea l3·comp •. 1:~·· 140,. 149 __ (1913) 
and .36 ~. C.U. lti6Y(1956} .. (;f 39 -~··Gen. 561VCl~60). Likewiae, a 
..-U'-• •tat-,..i:tt adtt:in. ~~tiou:~th·hu cl•ina)~~or a diSlocatic;n 
aU.owaaee i9. not-- concl~liY$; .And lmU'lt ·» -cexunda:~ :ta: light of the re.~rd 
bafon us. . · · · · · · · 

' ' 

'l'bua, whilil .. ,a ·porti~'.of Mr·.· etatalll&nt :.pro"Tidetf that 
nece••itY of .. ~iOc_ating was ;~. -di~ect. '.,~aault ·of hts".pe.rmanent· _clump of 
•tat1.on; th• r..id~g part ·of the ·st•t•nt c1ear.iy_indicates that the 
"-'* for' thit ~l~e.tion •?'.• pers'i)w: r•the~ ~~:·a .:direct re&ult of 
hU peuianent cha,ge of .ift.-~.. : Th~t .'is.J tt would h~ bean: ~cusary 
for hb\ to ,r9J.~t. hie.-hOwhold, teptdless of• hi•' cl\anga of station, 
becU:ff of the sale. of ih~-~~ in 'Which "they -~l'o-:xesiding'.u.d. ~e 
of ~ he-1.th 'oe: his Wif~:~- . ' ' . --:.' ' 

~tdia;ly' .: :pn.~ ~:£ ·the disl0ution. ali.Wahce:1.s not authorized .. 

. $Ubpar.&8r~:_-:~·, .of p.;q~~~ M7005~f. the Jo~t .Travel h~tions 
prO'J'1 .... ~a~:•eu. a:·~l":is: . · · · .- . , · · · ·: ·. 

. "l>~t_i-.:.f.ued ~, .. ~~t· ~ of:.atat4.cm oriara 
~--·:~ ata-a -~o .. e·~ttt.~tcted ·~a_; . ··.·· 

•• ··ft ' ' 

u· will -be· entitled· to transvorta~on of dependeats froa 
th• plaea .bi• ~ti au. !oat~ ·.,u t'aceip.t·"of per- ' 
UMut. Ch~~" of atadon· ~·rs· ft· It -~ or fr0•. ~-place.:. 
to "Which d~•ts nre 1'0V&4 •t.-~t"•xpwe. 

· [1uci4•ut to.'·tita. u•i~t ~o th• ~1.'Utnet•f ii~}· 
· • · * ·*, wieh•ver raiUl;t. .1~ Che. le•ear entit.~t. •. to 

t&t. ~t. · 4"11tY au~:ie of . tM •=lier i * " t.:. 9i_.""tc. • 
plaC. o~i-·-~ -the ·cum.tit duty .• t.ati~·-·•·,ti *...'r 

...... 

. uadft. ~ . .boft.-.q...Ot8d. p~sio~· •. ~r ioei~i to his -t;Qt~t 
fto11 •.teatl'i~ted -area; o~ly· would·:be::entitl.M to.· transportation of 
hit dependen~· · f'i:Oat the. Jil&Ce. ids: dt!i~u. ~-"~tad en receipt of 
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P•nw..nt WD.~of':"'stat1M.~~ra·ot-·f'i,tna the pla.ca..thay·wet.'$ mowd 
a~ Ccmntmeut expense: in.eident .. t<i the. ·aasip.nl! to· ~ restd.c.t.U 
area~ to h~ C~ffltlt duty ·Station ,Or.··to:. pla~"~thet than tb'e ·current 
duty atat!on • .-wbicheve'l'. .results "in ·the. ·iessar alititl.ement. · liowever • 
in. the CU4li before us, ·ti is 011r 'rl~'.tbat ~. · . ~ IU)VQ .(t'tN!l 
Jooqboro·to"·~ on ,l'~zjr 13~ 19.12. as o:pbt'n&d.ahove, b~r• no 
-rel.tionship· . to hie reasd~rit but was· for peraox:iil nuo?Js l.nd may 
not ~e cc:)l1-iChir~· aa. inci~ti~. to his ~~e .of .. stati~n. 

. •. Accordingiy•. p~t for .the de~nt tr.t.ftl. parfoiad.January 13, 
19]2.- and 'the·disloeat:ioo· al,loWan~.·is ~t auiherl~ll ,and thG"9'0U¢her 
will be Tetained·hare. , · · · · · 

. ··" 

PAUL. G. :DEMBLING 

}for· the .~~rotie.1:. ·~ral · 
· · . <>.f.. t~ t1ilit.Od .States 

. ::. 
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