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COMPTRCLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITEI) STATES
WASHINGTON, 1.C, 20348

Mloo.?c;

‘B~174522 . Oftoher 4, 'Y73

Me., Haxry T, Dykman
9326 Briarwood Circle
fun City, Arizona 8535\

Dear Hr, Dykman \

Raference is made to ynur latter of January 29, 1973, claiming roim-
bursement of the cosf{. of depywnciation of your privatuly ovmed Adrstrcanm
Travel Trailar when uyed for lodging on your tripan as an adninistrative
law judge foxr the Department of Health, Education, and Welfaras,

The record shows that you used your privately owned travel tyailar
on trips as an administrative law judge and that you were reimbursed
for the daily parking fea as your dally lodging ezpense, By memorandum
of October 15, 1971, to your agency you concluded that the depreciation
cost of the Alratreecm Travel Trailer was §7 per day which amount you
addod to your daily parking fea to compute your total dailly lodging ex-—
pense for purposes of por dica reimbursenent, Your agency determined
that the depreciation item was not an allowable lodging expensa and you
prasented your claim to our Officae,

Section 6,1b of the Standardized Govarmint Travel Hegulationa (SbTR)
providea as followai

"b, Expenses covereé by par diem, 7he per diem in
liau ' of subsistence expenses includes all charges foyx meals,
lodging, personal use of room during daytiv'e, batha, all
feos and tips to waitera, portors, baggageusn, bellboys,
hotel maidu, dining room atewarduy, and othe¢ca on veasels,
hotal aervanta in foreign countries, telegions and talo-
phone callh reserving hotel accommodations, lauadry, cleaning
and pressing of clothing, fani and firce in rooms, und

tranaportation betveen places of lodging or business and
places where meala are taken except as othesvise provided
in 2,3b, The term 'lodging' doen not include accormodations
on airplanes, trains, or steamers, and these exponsas are .,
not subsistence expensas., However, availability of such
accommodations shall be considered i{n connection with tha
establishmeut of per diem payment rulas nnd tha fixing of
pexr diem rates."
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1t is the vesponsibility of each department and agency to autheriza
only such por diem allowances as are justified by the clrcumstances
affecting the travel, Seciilon 6,3c of SGIR provides in part that for-
travel in the continental United States, when lodying away from tho offi-
cial atation l¢ required, agencles shall fix per diem for employecs parcly
on tha basis of the average amount the traveler pays for lodging:

e, VWhen lodgings are required, For travelin the con-
tinental Uuited States when lodging away from thw official
station ig vequired, apencies ohall fix per diem for employees
paxtly on the hasis of the average amount the traveler paya
for lodginga, 7o such an anount, i,e,, the average of amounts
paid for lodping while travaling on officinl business during
the period rovernd by the voucher, shall ba added a suitable
allevance for meals and miscellaneous expenses, Tha resulting
amoynt rounded te tha next whole dollar, if the result is not
in excess of tho maxinum por diem, will te the per diem rate
to he applied to the traveler's reimbursement in accordance
with tha applicable provisions of this section, If tha vesult
is morxe thon the maximun per diem allowable the wmaximum shall
ba tha per diem allowved, HNo winimum allowvance will be autho-
rized for ledzing since those allowances ara basad on actual
lodping expeases, Recelpta for lodging costs may be required
at the discretion of sach agency, however, employeas will be
rvaquirxad i\0 atatn on tiheir vouchera that per diem claimad ia
based on the average cost to hin for lodging whila on official
travel vithin tha conterminous United States during tlo period
covered vy che voucher, An agency may datermina that tha
lodzings-plus &ysten as prescribed herein is not appropriate
in given eciriumstances as when quarters oxr meals, or beth, are

;  provided at. no cost or at a noninal cost by the Government ox
vhan for sor) other reason tho subsistence costs which will be
incurred by tha employra may ba accurately estimatad in advanca,
In such casug a epecific par diem ratie may be established and
reductions made in accordanca with this section provided the
exception from tha lodjzings-plus inathod 18 authorized in writing
by an approprlate official «f the agency involved," ‘

faction 6.6b, SGIR, providea ss follows: .
N bs Uae of travel trailer or.camping vohicle, Per diem
may be allowaed wion the traveler usaes a travel trailerx

or camping vehicle while on terporary anssignment avagy from
bia official atation,"
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Appavently you are (sking cxception to agoncy ragulations which
state that the ters “lodging' includes the rentsl sites for travel
trollers but does not take into eccount all custs incldant to <he uew of
o privarely ovmed trpfiler,

The SGTR aro silont &8 to the costs which way bs considered lodging
costs viiere employeea use cunpers or trailers in tha psrforwanne of ‘
tenporary duty, ‘IThe record indicates that the pertineant apgency reyulation,
Chaptex G—-ool, DHEW Travel danual, ntates that tua fnrs "lodyinga'" ducludes,
amord otnar accorvedacione, the veutal sites for tryvel trailer or cacping
vohicles and, therefora, apparontly excludes otlier coats connected with
such vchicles, Uloreover, thcra is no indication us to the bacis which
you uned for arriving at the flgure of $7 pex day for dapracintion,
Accordingly, your clain ia denied,

limenver, we point out that section 6,3e, &GTR, now paragraph 1-7.3¢,
. Faduvral Travel Regulations, porovides that whan the ledgings-plus systen
{ 18 not eppropriata ajoncies way £ix appropriate por dien rates, In this
' connaction wo have nald that an ageney could, in applying the cited vepu~
lation, nake a datarninacion thpt when an uuployeo used his privately
ounad firavel trailar fur lodging im counactisn with Covarumeat travel thes
lodgingu=plus fornula wan {nappropriate and could f[ix spacific ypar dien
ratee for aoploydas using thelr own equipueny, Hea B-178310, Juac 6,
1973, end 175322, Aprdd 28, 1972, copies 2uclpsad, Thavafors, an agenay
could establinoh a rate of par diea which would vacognize the fact that the
Covernbent gonorally obtaine a cost benefit Cron the ciploysa's use of his
trailoy over the cost of conmaxcial lodping xid bave the par diam rate on
itums connectad with the vehiclo's owmnxship juch as Jdeprecinkion,

Ve supgest that you requast your asaendy te establinh an appropriate
vate of par diewm for cuployeas wainp tholr priately owned vehiclos Yox
lodzing in acgordonce with thu nbova.

binceraly ycurs,

Paul G, Dembling -

- | Yoy tho Cosptroller Ceneral .
o of the Unitod Stantes -

¥

W R e dmimmcrme TR






