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UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

5 QFFICE OF GENERAL, COUNSEL,

B=173761 JANS %78

¥r. Marty W. K. Taylor

Attommey at Law

} . 0. Box 827 )

Saipan, Rorthern Hariane Islands 96950

Dear Mr. Taylor:

This {s fn reply to your lettex of Decesber 9, 1977, requesting coples
of "all documents, sscords, letters, notea, and roports" comcerning our
audlt velating to the Micronesien Claims Comndssion.

Your latter cites the Freedom of Information Act (¥OIA), 5 U.&.C.

$552. As an agency responsible to the Cougress, the Censral Accounting
Office (GAO) £s not subject to the provisions of that Act, It is our
policy, however, to make our records avsilable to the public to the extent
disclosure {s consistent with our function and responsibilities to the
Congress and is not prohibited by law. We have iasued regulations com~
cerning the aveilability of GAO racords to the public. Thase regulations
are contained in Part 81 of title 4 of the Code of Faderal Regulations.

Ha have considered your request &g having been made under these regulsticns.

T

N

) GAO's International Divisien has in process a yveport tentatively

‘ titled “Cocpensating Microneslan War Glaims," Number YD-77-62. That vepors
; is still in draft form, and will not be lssued in finsl until early 1973,

‘: We will be happy to furnish you a copy of the finzl xeport, omce published,
, should you dasire. 1 understand frosz our Internationsal Diviaion suditors
that the report does not name or identify you, or discuss your past employe
ment with the Micronesian Claims Commlission.

The workpapers underiying the dvaft report are exauwpt fron disclosure
> under section 81.6{a)(5) of our regulations, vwhich provides the following
E exception to disclosure of GAD racords:

"Records containing interagency or iatragency
mevoranduns or letters wuich would not be avalle
able by law to a private party ic litigation with
7 : ~ the agency. This exemption covers internsl com=

‘ minfcations which would pot routinely be aveilable
to & party in litigation with the agency, such as
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internal drsfts, workpapers, memorandus between
officizls or sgencies, opinions, and interprata-
tions prepared by agency staff persormel or con-
sultgnts for the use of the agency, and vecords

of the deliberations of the agency or staff groups.
The exemption zeeks to avold the {nhibiting of
internal commumications, and the premature dis
¢losure of documamte whilch would be detrimental

to an agency function."

Accordingly, your reguest i3 denied.

In accordance with section 81.4{e) of our regulations, you are informed
that you msy appeal denial of your request by writing & letter to the Coupe
troner General of the United States, Washington, D.C, 20548, sstting forth

the basis for any bellef you night have that the denlal of your request was
unwarranted.

With respact to your guestion as to the name of the person authorized
to accept service of process (on behalf of the Unirved Stotes) in the
Horthern Mariane Islands, we suggest that you address yoer {inguiry to
Mr. David T. Wocd, m .5, Attorney for Guars, P, O, Box 2, Agunia, Cusn,
96910,

Sime!y g%:iars,

BORTRT L. FTVELS

N2 4
£ Richerd . piersen
Aszociate General Counsel






