COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES /
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20548
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Dear Mr, Chairman: /\)

This 42 in recponse ‘o your l@tmr of Pebruery 16, 1971, enclosing
suggesiion by st atiegms e, thal 'ﬁhﬂ ML7? £ield pro=-
teotive mask no%—%ﬁr mp m@d 'Tmy B mow moaa?:] the M17AL. Major Walker
indientes that by cancelling the produstion eomiracts for the MI7AL
nagks end mask csrrlere and not modifying the atandeard canteon 4o ac~
cept the drinking device en immediate savings of about $35 million
could be achieved,

The M17A1 replaced the M17 as the Army's standard protective gas
nesk in June 1966, A multiyear comirsect wag awarded 0 the Mine Safety
Appliance Compeny, P.{,tmb‘arg}z, P@my“‘vania@ on Degember 2, 1066, for
production of o minlwum avantilty of aboubl 1.6 million MI7AL messks at a
twotal cogt of approximately $28.9 million., Ry exercising variova options
under the eontract, the Army actually purchased in oxeese of 2.2 milllon
of the meske a% & total cost of about $38.4 million, These gquanbtitien
inelude maska purchased by the Army for all military services as well as
reserve walts. Final deliveries ars %o be made during Msy 1971. Conse-
quanily, 20 savings would be feasible in this sese,

4 slightly enlarged mask carrier, which provides additional room for
the resusalitation %ube and apecial cantson scap, was developed with the
ML7AL mask. A Yotel of 2.4 million carriers were purchased at a unit coat
of $2.62. Thesse quantities include addivional spares for the mumber of
M17AL mesks purchased.

The ML7AL mesk requives a speolsl canteen cap %o emeble 1is wearer to
drink water without removing the maszk, but no modifieations to the standard
Army ecantean, as allegsd by Major Walker, have been necessery. The
speciel nsp is carrled in the ML7AL mask ecarrier and is substiduted for the
regular santoen cap vhen needed., Throe hundred end siz thouzend of thess
specisl caps wers purchesed at an average cost of $0.644.

Major Walker based his argument ageinsi the incorporation of the
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resuscitation and drinking devieces into the ML7A) mask on his belief
that the danger of a sustained gos atteck 18 minimel. Howsver, our
discussions with Army officials regarding the highly oclessified sub-

Ject of threat analysis raise doubts as %o the aceuracy of Major
Walker's contentions,

We will be happy to be of any further assiptence in this matter,

Sinesrely yours,
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8ssistant Comptroller Genersl
of the United States

The Homorablse Willism Proxmire, Chalrman
Subeconmittes on Eeoncmy in Covernment
Joint Economie Committee

Congresa of the United States





