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MA E aRjustments for Covernment Printing Office

employees

DIGEST: ,5The }'Pu1b'lic Pr:intcr rTnv r,1ir. retroacti.ve r av adirstr-fnts
for General Grade emolovees of the Government 'rincir'..
'0'i'' r :-:r -tO t rf.>' 'r..ted oth-- lcyder.ii c 1I Jmcf.

1- l,.O;, 11777. undcr tq( r-lkte:orit>, o<. 5 T. .CC. w;. which
,irovicis thni t? r.ntr. s-t rn-.iietr~t-v1v t~'. i-, etrf

justeci effecti.-ivfe nt 1: -, bIrin o`,f7 t-;': fir-t n~nlicn.ale
paV period coiniencinf on or after the d-ry a pay aditistmant
becomes effective for employees paid under statutory pay
systems.

TIhe Pub)ic Printer has reouested an opinion as to v.hether he
hns the auth.critv to rnrt<e mn"v ±:r>:t~ts for CfGenral. Crn;j1 r:---)j-.-'!;-
of the Government Printina, Office sirailar to those granted General
Schedule e4r.A.oyees of tuii )ederal Service under ).xecutive Order 11777,
April 12, 19fl, 39 Fed. Re,-. 13519).

On December 15, 1972, President Nixon issued Executive Order 11691.
37 Fed. Rec.. 27607, incrcasinif the rates or basic ray of Gencrnl Schedu1.e
enmplovees and certain otbern effective as of the first lav of the first

z-.:pcii'i')' cn Ir .:,$..i .- ixi:.r'7 1. I575. -.e
Public Printers consistent with the traditio;;al uolicv oi adjustinz
the pay rates of the Goverraent Printirj.,n Offioc's General GraJo erm-
ployees to conform with the General Schedule, issued on January 3,
1973, Notice 640-29 ordering that 'the aplicabie provisicns con-
tained in Executive Order 11691 * * * be aiplied to all annual
salaried employees of the Government Printing Office, except those
occupying positions paying, a sin-le annual rate," effective on
January 7, 1973.

Subsequently, the President issued Executive Order 11777 amending
Executive Order 11691 by providing that the pay raises granted by
Executive Order 11691 were to be effective as of the first day of
the first applicable pay period beginning on or after October 1,
1972.

The Public Printer indicates that had the pay raises originally
been effective in October "it is a certainty" that similar raises
would have been adopted ior Government Printing Office General Grade
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emrplovees at that time. Therefore. he incnuires as to xwhat authoritv
lie n.:y ure nori to cormensate *,ener,.ral (i-A e.:ir lovees i:or the rericd
from. October 1, 1572. t:o january 6, 1973, irn crniormitv with the
retroactive increoRp- o neav I-or Cencral Sclduincle. oimnlervvc s.

Rates of nr.y for employees of the Government Printin!7 Of]ice
.?re resmta.)li ;j)c ;i:1itL-: trativ7'> *r t; -'fE 1 _'^szl:, Rs:snter unieor tr:
p-rovision.s or: 44 5.2,. >. ion 3'17 of title 5. *ite-d ittet;

C;oUe. nrovi.agcs ih. -I ratesl o0n-'! e1: e 1! toveo in l:;e eiC-islatiVe.
cxecutive anc- i'tdict. br^nchf ?,o: e n!?-r rr.tos-are nrcI7:i by 
ministrative action rav be adiusted " effective nt the bn.rinninog of
the first applicable pay period corrxencn-if on or alter tite day on
hiiich a pay adjust-cnt becoMes effective under section 5305 of this

title.' Section 5305 nrovidns for aiueti ecte i.n ratcs of r,,v of
Jtatutcoryr pzy SV'iLC:`3 S.U.(:t..il 1;3.QO 1T:?:)1eJCeCl:efi LvV 1.xCtlL iVe UrZders s1l

.-nd 11777. '1Xhve r-ec-~ni~ze"! m io V t'.at: th.e rriv-irv nirneo-s-e Oi:
sectioui 5J07 was to proviue aut":nritv to grrint salarv increases to

etCiplOyyee whose nay is fixec lv :%'-nministrat:ive rction retroactive
to the s:ane dac dte fiS ri he -i'-orizced for cn.lovees rsuh ject to
statutory pay svsteuLs. 5.1 Co :G. Gen.. 70 , 713 (1972).

Further, paraarranh 8 of 1'odoral Personnel M¶inual Tulletin
No. 531-66, ilhy '9. 1974, issued; by the Civil Service Co-mnzssion
settiny7 forth fucd l.cs fcr t.^C i:o'-ecentaticn o' 's::cutive

Order 11777, provioes as iollows:

"g. Agencies which have administratively determined
pay rates which were adjusted in January 1973 as a
result of the General Schedule Pay adjustment nay
retroactively change the effective date of their pay
ndjustment to October 1972 to conZor'. w-ith this chanfe
in the effective date cr: the General Schedule pay
adjustment. The authority for this action is
section 5307 of title 5, United States Code. If an
agency's regulations renuire that the administratively
determined pay rates be adjusted at the same time as
the General Schedule, this retroactive change in
effective date is mandatory rather than permissive.
It should he noted that onivr the effective date.and
not the anount, of aiministrativelv determined pay
rates may be cnantsed.
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Accordinw1y, the Public Printer may nrocced under 5 U.S.C. 53C7
to effcet a Ttav adj-Iuat.u.ent ror Cereral. brade crirloyees cl tile (overn-
vient i'rintin.- Office I-or the period Ironm Octo'.er 1, 1J.97., to
January 6. 1973.

P' DTV ' i' ointroller Gmneral
cf the United States
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