o : ' COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES o ane -
' WASHINGTON, D.C. . 20848 ’ , X6

DEC 22 1067
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to section 1346 of title 26, United Etates Code, by Mrs.
wwmuum The cemplaint alleges that

of the United ftates Govermsent wvere nagligent in thetr

of Srs. I ot the United States Naval Eospital, San Diego,
‘ o -in Novesber of 1965. ¥es. [l has been in a come at the

Saval Nospital since November 3, 1965, and sceopding to medical opinion

Temain in o comm for the rest of her life. - If thisz case goes to
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Mutm*n Qtw m 1mml¢ M the p!m consideration
for his client is to insure that she vill have adequste medical treat-
m,mmm«rmnhm,mmmmmm-n-mu
‘13 mvailabls to Insure such treatmens. The life span of plaiutiff
is & matter of eomjecturs sad any compromise luwp-sus settlement could
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States making payment of §200,000 (possibly as an intervest bearing United
Mummtm)uwwumwmmmmmm
and treatuent of the plaintiff, with power to imwade the corpus. if nec-
, And with the proviso that upon the death of the plaintiff, the
«mmxmmmwmhmwmm

In addition, the United Stmten, as part of the eoapromice settlement,
mmsmwnmmwmmw
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eipal would cover the grester partion of the sxpense of care and
St ,Mthtitwumtmmtammtmm&mof

% $9200,000 would revert to the United States. The Department of Justice
jmmeomm“mwmawmcmmuw
mammxnmmermmm, 1tmldhumem




present accounting problens censing nwnhym&n-
val Accounting Office. The Judge A2votats Oenersl bas sdvised the
wmtummmwmmmmumm

Subsestion M&%ﬁm aa, tnited Statas m, mm
sogurts vith exclusive jarisdiction over tm against
4he United States.

VMQ&?TK‘!:W a8, provides thltﬁ
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court, mey arbitrate, compromize, or settle any claiw.
cognizahle under mm:.s&émormzma,m
the oummsncemsnt asmmm

Section POT2 W Title 28, mrzm, :.am part, that
"Any award mede pursuant to this section, snd sxy

svard, compronise, or settlement made by the Attarney
»mmummaﬂnwm:uus,w
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In light of the statutory provisions cited, 1t is clesr that the
nmmmummwmnmemmm

In other words--using the figure cited in the Under Secretary's
detter vith respect to the medical expense portion of the claim--if the
Attoroney Usmerel determines that $200,000 vould coastitute a ressonsble
compromise settlsaent for anticipatsd medical ocets under the ¢ircum-

- stances, ve would have no objection to the court approving the proposed
trust arrsngenent provided the Govermment's meximss ohligetion for
medical care vers fixed st £200,000. Assuming that the compromise




162024

agresment vould be approved by the court as opposed to being effected
through & juigment rendered by the comrt, the trust corpus would be
MM tlmuaa appropristions avalladble to ,ym Depart~

In view of the interest of the Department of Justice {n the matter
s copy of this decision is Leing sent to the Attorney Gensral. Nothing
we bave said 1s to be censtrued as expressing any cpinion ss to the
mmmwwmmefmumqmm, that issue being

Bineerely yours,
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Assistent Comptroll G 1
of the United States
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