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| hquut for instructions gonceﬁﬁng tequest for
relief of cashiax. Natforal Bureau of Standards.

Department of Commerce CL y

. The sttasched lettar dited March 16, 1967, £rcm the Chief Disbursing
_Offfcer. Tressury Department, transaitted & letter dated Mireh 9. 1967,
fvom the Acting Seerstary of Commervee, requesting that relief be author=
tssd on bahalf of James E. Miller for a shortsga of funds of §1.374.79.
The relief is requested under the provisions of 3 GAO 30.2 and tharsfore
s besed on the eet of August 1. 1947, ‘as smended by the act of August 9.
. 1985, 31 U.S5.€. 82a-1. The facts in the cass do not clearly establish
‘& basis for our granting relief under suthority delegated in Comptroller
Geraral's Order No. 3.8 ard the cese 1s therafore submitted for
inatructions. o ' g S
The rslief raquasted is due to & phystical toss of funds, by reasen
of theft by an unidentified person. The theft resulted in & shortage
of §1.374,79 in an advanee to James E. ‘Millay, Class "B’ Cashier.
“MWationsl Buvess of Standards. GaitbBersburg. Meryland. The cashier {s
bonded {n the smcunt of $10.000 under & Position Sehedule Bond of the
United Bonding Insurance Company ecvaring employées ‘of the Departnent of

. The Tre&sury has {ssued & Mamal of Pm’é’_«hni-cnd Inatruetions for
Cashiers Opersting undsr Executive Order No. 6166 which, in part.
previdas: _ - R :

nSeetfon 3-0305. * % % Stnce all cash 14 carried at bis
own risk. each cashier will gee ¥ & ¥ that facilities ars.
aveileble for proper safaguerding it frem loss ot theft."

, " Sgetion 4—0602 C'ublbxpz are p‘ﬂmlly liable for sll}
moneys toming into their possassion and_ave bended te insuve
. gaithful performanes of their duties.” e o
Section 40401 of the above citéd Cashier's Mamual qéotos» from
31 §.8.C. 521. vhich provides in part that: e )
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- #a % % A1l public officers of vhatscever charactsr,
. - ave vaqiived to Yesp safsly * * ¥ all the public momey
collacted by them, or etherwiss at any time placed in
'thuoamlmudy***.’" S

- The pertiment facts in vespect to the subject loss, &8 darived from
stataments asds in documents transsitted with the yecquest for relief
dated Maveh 9, 1967, and from United Statas Sscret Ssrvice zaports oo
its fwvestigatien of the loss, file Yo. {=15=18,933-8, ars &s follows:

" The M:immd at »pmmuly 12138 p.®. on July 11, 1966.
It securved in & locked effiee which was empty 4t the time of the theft
::! the cashier ws ssting luach in & ToOm adjscent te the esshier’s
1ee. i . C A T

Tha first Secrat Service Teport, dated July 16, 1966, contained the
fellowing bmlptm of the cashiex's offics. .

, *This offica contains tveo sntysnces) ena sntranee is
o doox with the upper half comtiining & swourity screen and
"~ an opaniag fer the pessing chaough of funds, the secomd
" doorwey 1s made ef & security szresn and :located in & vall
of t-bduumehuuiomtd gesurity screen.
This eersst wall aléo gontains en opening weed for the dis—
tarsing of funds and fwmediately Selow this epentag 18 &
" sstal drewer ceataiaing & lock to. be ussd for ‘eontainivg
" the caskder's funda.” R B -

, The report also states that “At the time f the theft the funds
were not kept in this locked drawnr tut vere kept in an unloeksd center
desk drewer.” It further states that "% * ¥ gt the time of tha theft &
seresn partitive Joeated im the ona decrvay W ‘{oft open spprexinately
sight {oebas and gt i possible to veash through this opening and open
the deoy from the eutside. Manbars of the Cuard Foree and Nontgomaxy
Cownty Pelice Departmsnt vate abis to cpen the scresnsd deor by manipu~
leting the lock with & wire. '

waile esting s lunch, Mr. Miller heazd & nolse and enteved his
. offics te investigsts. No one was in the offies, Iut be encounteared

the suspect in the corridor outsids of the ssreened wall. Be askad the
tndividual i€ he could halp and ths man snaweted "Ho™ and walked off
shewing only & portion of his faca. Mr. Miller did net notice anything
aniss in his office and thirefors left the affiecs and cenpleted his
‘tuneh. Be discoverad the theft when be Teturnad to his offics after
1uneh. ‘ S
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_ 1n the Secvet Service report dated July 28, 1966, it was stated
4n the sysopels, that “The funds vere ot placed 1n the locked drawer
provided for thase funds snd the adainistrative officers of the
fational Bureau of Standards believe that the agent cashier vas
negligent " : _ A K '

lccqiu o! the £cméiag tccu'.;nd. statesiants, the qguciien arises
vhether the casbier masy be considered te have besa without fault or
negligence and ‘eatitled to ‘relief under 31 U.8.C. 82a-l.

Avice is requested as to vhether ve usy on the presant record
- coacur in the sdministrative deterninstion that the loss occurred
vithout fault or negligence on the part of the cashier and authorize
rellef on hia behalf. S o C

Attachuent o ra
As stated - EEREE o






