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MATTER OF: oy rtine entitlement of Genersl Services
Acministration guards in Saltdsore, Maryliand. '
DIGEST: | on 53 Comn. Gen. ___, B-158549,

5, authorized paymert of 15 ninutes
unifcrma chunvint and additional travel time to

guards in Recion III, General Services Administration,
through neriod up to February 28, 1366, guards assigned
to Daltimore area mav be paid such avertime to ;
December 23, 1370, “nasmuch as the recsulation requiring
that uniforms be chanced at assimned lockers, applicabile
in Baltimcre, was not amended to nermit wearing of uni-
forms to and frecm work until that date.

This decisicn involves the claim of Mr. Zeon C. Johnson for
overtize comvensation for creliminary and postiiminary duties per-
formed as a member of the Ialtitore contincent of the Federal
Protective uervice, Region III, CGeneral Services Administration. .
Except insofzr s exolainad below, Mr. Johneox's claim is identical
to those of tihe 1)l onards assicned within Reegisn I11 to duty in the
Washinaton retrovolitan area vhose claims are the subject of our
decision 5~158549, January 22, 1274, 53 Comp. Jen. ___ (1974).

In that decision we held that pursuant to the holding of the
Court of Claims in Zuzie L. Lavler v. United States, 198 C. Cls. 331
(1972), zucrds within Recion iII are entitled 10 overtime compensation
for the tir: involved in chan~inz into and out of uniform at assigned
locker locations prior to February 28, 1966, ea which date the per-
tinent resulaticns were amendsed to permit members of the guard force
to wear thzir uniforms to and from work. We firther held that ,
insofar as guardse are abla to provide svidence that they in fact
perforced such activities they are entitled under the Bavlor
decision to overtire compensation for the time involved in performing
prelizinary and postlininary sunervisory respeasibilities, in ob-
taining and renlacing f£irearrts, and in travelizg between assizned
locker locations, gun points and posts of duty. Except as indicated
below our holding in that decision is applicable to members of the
guard force within Region III assigned to Baltiuwore, including
Mr. Johnson. ‘
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In considerinc that portion of Mr. Johnson's claim for
uniform-chantine tirie. we nots that the applicable procedures
followed in zaltivore are distincuisihed rrom those which prevailed
throuszhout the rerainder of kezion III, Snecificaily, guards as-
signed to uulitiiiore were recuired to chanze into and out of uniform
at tﬁei? assi~ned loeker i1ocationa until thev were notifiad on
December Z5, 1?”3. tiat thov vould thenr ferth be permitted to
wear thbir uniz q
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In regard to the Saltimore unifocrm nrocedures, a letter of;
Decerber 6, 1073, -rown: (r. Georce I. Yerryeman, Regional Admin-
istrator, Ke~ion III, states, in pertinent part, as follows:

"The special order issued in 1356 affecting a
policy chan~e in the wezaring or uniforms was not
conprenensive in coverasz. .Circumstances which
precipitated the chante were considered to be
local in nature by the oiiicials who develorved
the new coliey. In factc, at the time of the )
chanze in rezulations, ~suards assisned to out=—
lying areas of the resion were directly respon-
sible to their iLuildings rianarers rather than to
the centralized Federa Protective Service which
_now exists, Thus, policy chanres made for the
Washinrton metronclitan area would not have been
applicable regionwide.

"No official in the Daltinore area was authorized
to approve overtime durins the period in question.
Only the Reajional Commissioner, Public Buildings
Service, Rerion 3, or the Director, buildings
Operation Divisien, couid have made such
authorizations. * * *

"ith respect to the entitlements €or overtime
compensation for unifora changing by Mr. Johnson
and the other Baltimore guards, it was not until
Septexber 1970, that the policy allowing each
guard the option of wearings his uniform to and
fron work was made applicable regionwide by an
amendment of the GSA orders pertaining to guards.,
The earliest official notification of this policy

-2 -




tc the Puard" ‘n the Baltimore area which we
have been ablic to uCCﬂJCﬂu is a2 letter dated
Decembeor 43. 1072 +..3 ceorresDendence was
éirected to ruard sunervisors bv lelivin J.
Keuenaa. La:;ain oI tuc wuard in cLelitinore,
clarizZvins. th2 mroceuures 1or excrcizins the
uniform ontion

Jecause it anpesrs .ot eumers ol tiwe Jaltinm ceatinmont
of the PRezion IIl ~uaru rorce vare oificiallv rcsuirb- to cnanve
ccirer 1 I Uecever 27,
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1679, those iruiviauals are enti
naxizun of 13 niautes Sor unv o Lor
date—racher taan tarouma 2ATNAYY 4. Lron date apviicaile to
uards assi~ncw in the in~ton metronolitan area.  (onseaquentlv,
those indiviauals may te entitlicd to azditiocrnel cvertiiie compencation
for the time imvolved in traveiins between locker locations ana gun
points or posts oL duty for tue perieds of their claims prier to
Decewber 23, 1370,
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Insofar as apnlicable to wembers of the Re«ionm IIT guard force
: essigned to the waltimore arca, cur aocisicen »-151549, zupra, is
mo dified to authorize payment of uniforn changing and travel tire
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s indicated in the preceain] paragrapi.

IParuty Comptroller Ceneral
of the United States





