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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON
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MAY 15 1949

The Honorable, ”4}/ /e /
rthe .eorstury of :yriculture, |
ly iear ir. -ecretary:
raforence is asde to vour letisr of Febru:iry 27, 1942, as
followss
"Thers are enclosed vouchers presenting claims for the following

mamed claimants, requestin: zayment for work psriorued in saking
pnotozraphs and mets for this apartment:

skota ‘hoto n-revin; Company $0 485
gkota thoto . noraving Conpany 7.00
.axota Fbote - .ngraving Coapany 15,00
Standard Yat . ervice D12
x-ﬁsaiss:lppi snrraving Company 340
Pgrar Culross 3400
Trs nsminzar -tcilos 7400
Beaver ‘n:ravinz Company Ince. 10.03
snner ltudido 3400
Ce Te “illis 2,36

"Cortification of these claims has becn deniosi by the iudit
ivision of your cffice because it appeared to them that the porpose
of securin; these cuts ~ni aats was for publicising mambars of the
“tate vomaittee and other employess of the epartment,

"in accoaplishiag the rurposes of the :igricultural Adjustment

izministrztion programs, :3 o:tlire.d by Conzress, the obleotives

cr o+ reacnsd onl; by & mors thorough lnowledgs of such programs

by the farmers, It i3 therefors 3 responsibility of the igricul-
turel Adjustment ‘dministretion to cnocouraze ss great & partioipation
as possibls, Verious educstional sctivities ave coniucted to ao=
quaint the farmers with the lifferent niwses of the programs and
with the persornel who azminiatcr the prozrams, and it is this
knonleige of the fact that those emplojed to conduct sctusl operstion
ol the farm program zme themselves farmers that 7ives rise to e
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sreater degree of conflience than would otherwise be true, This

fact is subatantiated by the relationship ususlly existent between
the farmers ani the ecounty ind commnity comexitieemsn, since these
conmi tteemen are elected by the participating farmers from their

own group, and since the tate comritieemen are appointei by the
secratary of kgriculture, many farmers in the State do not realize
that they are also farmers working with them for the commen cause

and for matual benefite, Therefore, to increase the confidsnce of

the farmsrs in their .tate committeemen and other igricultural id-
justment administration officials, it 18 believed that the method

of presenting their positions throu;h the medium of nictures with
brief descriptive titles is a more efifactive =wans of zainingz this
confidence than any other method, since it 1s 2 knomm faet that
pictures always create a more vivid impression than any written
documsnt, insofar as a large nuaber of people are corcerned., 3Section
9 of the voil Conservation and .omsatic Allotment act (16 U.3.C.,
sec. 590i) provides: N \\ 2
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"'The seerscary is authoriisd to conduct surveyms, investigations,
and research relating to the coniitions ani factors affeeting, and
methods of accomplishin; most a[fectivsly, the policy and purposes
of section 7(a), Notwithstaniins azny provision of existing law, the
~goretary 18 suthorized %o maks n~ublic such information as he dsems
neoessary to car-y out the provisions of this Act ...’

"The purposs, thesrefore, in procuring the reproductions of
portraits of certain indiviiuals is net, as suggested in the ex-
ceptioms taken, for the purpose of publicizing the individuals in-
volved, but is rather for the purpose of making public a type of
informatiem which I fin! to be necessary .o earry out the provisions
of the Joil Uonservation an~ ‘omestic \llotment Aet, Since the
appropriation invelved iz ane aade for carrying out this law, it is
believed that methois involed constituted a proper means for the

mrpose,

"It ia therefore my beliaf that the attachmd vouchors present
legitimte claims, cher-eable agairst the appropriation 'Conser-
vation and Use of igricultural lani ‘ascurces, ‘epartment of Agyi-
culture', ani I therefore recomwni your faverable consideretion
for payment of the same,"

ihe action heretofore taken by this «rfice in denying certification
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of the vouchsrs coverin; the items listed in your letter appears to
have bsen correct on the basis of the evidence submitted in support
of the vouchors, However, in view of the explanations now made
in your letter and your finiing to the effest that the publieation
of picturesa of new membars of a 3tate ocmmittee is meidng publio
2 type of information necessary to carry out the provisions of the
Soil Conservation snd omestic Allctment sct, I am today giving
instructions for the allowsnee of the claims in Question, if corrset
in other respects,

tespectfully,

D) Lindess 03 gavves

Camptroller Jsmaral
of the United States,






