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The Comptroller General 

In oonnectton with our review of the utilisation ot 
motor vehicles e.e cawied out by the Atoalc Energy C02111isa1on 
(ARC), a queet1on has ari1en as to whether the augmehtation 
or the moto~ vehiol_, fleet by the use or p1ckUp truoks in 
place ot paa•enger motor vehicle~ constitutes a e1reu.m.vention 
ot the cong~•alonal 11Jld.tat1on on the nuiabe~ or passenger 
aotor vehicles which may be acf4W.rea l;)y AEC dUX'ing a t1seal 
year. 

aongreae hae provided in .5 tr.s.o. 78(a) that appropri­
ated tun.de ehall not be used tor the p~haee ot passenger 
actor veh1olea Wlless aueh use ia eX,Preaaly·author1•ed 1n 
the particular appropr.tation. Pursuant to thia pI'oYis1on,, 
each annual appropriation ro~ A.EC .contains an appl"()priation 
tor the Qse or f.unda ror the p\U'Ch~1e· or • epec1r1ed nut1ber 
or paastncer iaotor vehi-cles. There is a breakdolm in the 
~Ullb•r authorised bet~•en tho•e to be purchased ae "additions~ 
and those to be purcha#ed. as ""'Pl!l-eeaents:, 11 For e~le, the 
Appropriation Aet ror-£1aoal year 1962 (75 Stat. 730) appro~ 
priatea tunds for the npurohase (not to·exceed tour hundred 
and th1ny-two, or 'Which.three hundred and fourteen are tor 
replaceaent only) and hire or painseng$r motor vehiolea.'r 

OUr review 0£ motor ~•hiole utili~ation by AEC dis~ 
closed that at two locations,. pickup truck• or one ton o-r 
leas were being uaed as eubst1tutee ~or pasaenger-<Jarrytng 
vehiolea, thereby releaeing ps&senge~ motor vehiclea for 
other uses and, in eftec.t~ augm.en~1ng th.e vehicle fleet. 
At one location, five pickup tru.cke w~~ purchaaed tor the 
.apparent pUI*pose of' replacing five passenger aedana uaign>&d 
to newly establ1•ned functions. The ro11owina details are 
offered: 

1. At the savannah River Operations Office (SR.00), 
Aileen. south Carolina.,, we noted that about l.30 pickup trucks 
ot aome 185 revi.ewed were being llSed ae sabati tutes I'or 
paasenger-oarry.ing vehieles rather than f<>r normal trucking 
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purpoaee. Because there were no trip tickets or comparable 
ut111s&t.1on records m.a1ntained for these vehieles, we 
1nterv1e~ed the appropriate Qperating contractor peraonnel 
to obtain 1nforntat1on relative to the need for and ut1liaa­
t1on of these vehicles. There were 94 one-nali' ton piclru.p 
tracka assigned to the Constr~etion.Divlslon which w~re being 
wsed by supervisory personnel fo~ routine tranaportation 
purposes related to superviso1•y functions~ and not ror 
trucking or hauling requirements. Furthermore-, union regula­
t1ona prohibited the hauling or equipment.or iaater1als 
without a union driver. In addition, about 36 Operations 
Division pickl.&p truck& were being Qaed solely for tht: 
tranaportation of peraonnel. We noted also that five one-half 
ton pickup tru.cks had been requisitioned during r1aoal year 
1961 with th.e Just1r1cat1on that they were required to support 
five personnel counselor positions in the peraonn~l department. 
The record ahowed that the duties and responsibilities of 
th.ege counselors neeeasitated personal trav~l of· a type which 
co\114 be carried out through the use of paseeng1:r sedans. 
Subsequently, five one ... h£llf ton piclcup trucks were purchased 
to replace r1 ve sedans drawn frOlll the· raot.or pool and aseigr1ed 
to tbe personnel counaelore.. · 

2. At the Nevada Operation& Off~ee (NOO), Laa Vegas. 
. Nevada, we review~d the usage of· about 320 AEO-owned pickup 

tnick• assigned to the operat11ig contract.or, and noted that 
about 58 vehicle1 were be1i'1g used in place. or sedana solely 
ror the· purpose of carrying pa.$sengere. Thie conclua1on was 
baa.ad on an·evaluation or the specific requirements for each 
vehicle, and was confirmed by d1ac~sa1ons with respone1bl$ 
ABO end contractor orticiala. ~he $8 vehicles were assigned 
to a number or d•pa:rtee~ts, 1ncl\lding such varied t~ctions 
a.a ~Uipaent aaintenanoe 1 truck transport'· housing, tunnel 
operations, and drilling. There.were no materials or equip­
aent being carried in these p14kup trucks •. and we w•re 
adv1aed, 1n a m,uaber of casee, that passenger .vehicles woUld 
be mor. suitable. 

we wer-. .informally advised by AEC of.t"1c1a.ls at both 
locations that the aequia1t~on and/or uee or pickup truoks 
in plaoe of" eedana was the result ot· the lim1tat1on on 
funds for the.aequits1t1on ot·paeeenget'-carJ!ying vehicles. 

We requeated comments on th& use of pickUp truok1 at 
SROO in a letter to the Managei-, savannah ru.ver Operations 
Office from the Regional Manage.p-, Atlanta~ dated January 26, 
1962 (Rxh1\>1t l}. In response to our request, the Manager, 
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savannah River Operations Office ·advised ua by letter dated 
March 13. l96a (Exhibit 2) that they l'ollowed the policy at 
SR.00 of using all a.utQlllotive equipment in a.ecordanee with 
the prov1$10ns of la.w. regulation~ and coauuss1on rules in 
the moat ec.onOlllical and efficient .manner cQnt41atent with 
normal industrial and construction p~ocedures to accomplish 
the aes1gned work. Also, they believ~d that their use ot 
p1ckUp trucks was appropriate and not in cil"cuav~ntion of 
the oongrees1onal limitation on the number or passenger 
vehicles to be pu~chased. 

we were orally informed by responsible eont~actor off1-
aiala at .the Nevada Oporatiob• Office that th~ use Qf p1ckup 
trucka 11 encouraged becausfl they are ·cheaper to.purchaae 
and maintain, eari take harder uae.~ and nave a greater resale 
value in Nevada. The As&1stant Manager, Adain1etration. 
~evada Operations -Office, agreed. that pickup tru~ks we~e 
being ueed fQr pasaenger-carrying,p\U'*pcaea, but stated that 
e. differentiation is Sllade in the congttessional limitation 
between paaaenger-carry1ng vehicles and fiilld ... type eq\.tipment. 
He c1;ed the use o! a pickup truek by a ti•ekeep~r 1n any of 
the work areas, al~h.oue;h used solely !'or ee.rey1ng a. paaetmger, 
a.a an example of' n field..;. type a&aignm.ent, ·and atated that he 
coneid.ered the uae of a pickup tru:ek 'tn'lder ~uch ciroum.stanees 
to be• good eoonODlical practice. -~are not aware of any 
d1et1not1on madtt in the congreaaional liDlitation·between 
paeeenge .. -carrying ve~clea and !'ield-ttpe eq\li:pment, :nor 
do•e the AEC budget pre$entat1on ro~- f isoal y&ar 1963 ~ontain 
any .reference to this dis~inct.1.on. : 

we do not question that it iu.y · b~ more pt-a;etioable w1der 
some c1rcunt9tanoes tor AEC to uae pickup t~upks r.~ther than 
e1td.ane tor paseenger-carrying pw-po1ea. We believe, howeve:t", 
that euch u.e• e.nd the correaponding etfeetl ve. augmentat1or1 
or th• vehiele fleet r.sult1ns th~r.efrom mar. well cone.t.;1..tute 
a c1roum.vention of the oongressional limitation on.the nwn.~er 
Of passenger IBOtOl' ven1Clea which m.&y be _acq;\rl.red by AEe. 
during a tiacal year. It would,- in any event, appear to be 
1noon11etent. with the inttnt or :ihe·· o~ngre~aional limitation. 

. . 

Our ~eview of decision& by the -Ccnap~roller G.enei:ial re­
lating to the congressional limitation on passenger motor 
vehicle• did not 1ndi-cate that the spec1f1c question raised. 
in th11 l•tter had been previously ccns1del'ed, .although tie 
noted various retereno&a to the clasa1£ieation of vehicles 
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ror l1a1tat1on purposes. Por e~aa.ple,· 33 C0mp. Gen. 539 
(B-118903, dat~d May 4, 1954). de~ling with the proper· 
cla.ea1r1aat!on o:r one-ton.panel trucks altered ror uae as. 
anb~lanoea, included the following statement. 

'tWhile it long hag neen M.ld that the design 
and conatruetion of a vehicl$ rathfi.r tllan the 
pu~oae f<>r which lt is intended to be uaed by 
the agency a.cq111ring it 1a the .detera:i.r.d.ng 
factor in its elaasif:tc.at.ion (2l OQMP. !Jee. 116-.: 
23 id. l9J 26 id. 879; 3 OOlnp. aen. 900; 8 id. 
63~A-27490, 'Tlin• 8, 1"9'a9J Aw363761 April ~; 
19311 111-10391, kpril 20, 19'l3) • • * . ·~ · 

tn a later decision (37 aomp. aen. 305, 8*133974 dated 
Noveab•r 6,, 1957), dealing with the proper olaaaificatlon 
or tnoka with. station wagon bodies,. :tt·wash•ld that vehicles 
oonatruct&d priJll.arilY for t~uoking purpo3es w1~h an au.x:iliary 
or eeoonclary ability to carry pa.ssengere need .not be regarded 
or olas•if'ied aa rsta.tion wagons 11HJ.bJeet to the oongresnioual 
limitation. 

In our op.inion, th~ decisions cit~ d-eal with only one 
aspeot of th1s question. th1,tt 1.s; the clas;sit'1.c~tion ef the 
v•h1~lea. we b&lieve that it may also b& appropriate to 
corusider the int•nt or the Congress in estttbl11:!hing a ll1rd.t~~ 
tion on the n\Ull.b•r of' paaeenge't l!l.Otoi~ vehicles to tie acq.u.ii·~d 
by AEC during a fiscal.year, and to detena.tne 11" the- t.ise- of 
pickup trucka ate eubstltutes for pa~senger-ea:r.t7ing whloles 
is consiatent with $UOh intent. 

Your adVice is ?'$Queeted, therefore, as to whether the 
atagmentatio.n of' the l~C motor veb1~·le fleet by the use of 
pickup trucks in place ot pa.saen.ger moto-r '-1ehiclas consti -
tilt.ea a oireumvention of tne eongree~tona.l limitation on the 
nuaber of pas•enge~ motozi vehielel.f whioh. may be acquired by 
AEO during a fiecal ye-ar. · 

Encloaurte : · 

Oye v. Stoval.],. 

oye v. Stovall 
Deputy Director 

Exhibit l • Letter from Regional Mab~gtr. 
Atlanta to Mariager, savann~h 
River Operation• Otfioe, .dated 
January 261 1962 :· · i . 

Exhibit 2 - Copy or reply by Manager, savQMa.h 
River Operations Office. dated 
March 13, 1962, to aegtonal Manager# 
Atlenta 
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