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The l~ooor<l'ble 'l':'l0titaS F. r:atleton 
united States Se~lat:e 

Hr. 
ons~ to t~e .7ievs ~xpres$ed b~our eOU$tituent • 

... _ _tiu 
141$ i , which yo~rre to thiS"""5'f'fic4 

608 

for questious our autnvrity to rule tb.lt Feder:tl 
ragul.3t.(Jr-j f.:!.,lend.es m .. IY use their appropti.'ltiQUS to reilimursu sueu 
intel""IG.uot'9 as lIaelf-desi.g1l3.ted consumer advocate groupa' for tile COS'1:i 
of their intervention. 

Initi:illy, in response to Hr. ~ quution a.bout t~ in
volv~(o!ut of tllis Office. in this matter, GAIJ's authority t() render 
de~1$1o~ concerning the exvend1tare of appropriated funds is found 
ch1ef~1 i~ th~:audg:T~~d Aeeoun:eing Act, 1921, as amended$ Jl U.S.C. 
n 53( 71( 7!. and a", (~970). Pursuant to that authority 'We t!ave 
reoder~d a n.wher of decisions .s to the availability of appropriated 
funds to assist certain parties under ceTtain limited circumstancES to 
participate in regl.ilatory agency rulcmaung and adjudicatory prQCuedl.c6s. 

He QUl.:lose ~ coi'1eo of cur tlOHt recent dcc1aion i:u th1& matter, 
56 Coop. Gen. iII (1~76), which anould oe helpful in answering 
;.:r.  questions. In this .;1.eciaion we ileld that there is ini1e:t~~ 
st~tutory authority to reimburse if the Food Mld DTug A~inistration 
(FDA), finds that the party's partieipation 1s necessary for a fair 
ueterm!n.:tt!rln of the issue being clecid4d and t4at: Wit~.out financial 
aseistance, suen participation could not be secured. ~. '£dg]lt also note 
tnat it 1& the a&ency (at.tch <!I$ FJlA) \1aich holda tne procee:ding anti }lr;10se 
",-ppropriations w111 be 1.1/ih!d 1 that: dccidC!B t:o VUCl1.:l and in w-ha.t a..":lOu.'lt 
.;.ssistance t>;-111 be pr¢vi:.)eo.. GAD is not involved in t!la.t determination. 

Hr. _ appears co be confusing th~ 1<i.D.ttor of agency p,'1y:tJer~t .. 
lor lIexpert witneBaea H anJ paytnents for volunteer ~dvocate3 of a t>ar
t.iculur point of vie", \':hich the .a,g.:ncy feela should, in tiki; inte:t"es!:~ 
of fairnes8~ be heard--.faet\'1er or 1:'01: su-cu acivoc.:ll.tci:I ... re c:xpetts. T:Hhl 
th.e declliliona in qileStion do not rela.te to the payment of attorneyls 
feeo or other CApena(;lS of il.'1partir.l expert lfit:wa.&ses. th~ "lg-elld.,;>S 
~cnerally ha-.;e other statutory .::!ut,~ority for ld.rillg ;;Xf"(!l'tS ,m"; cot;u,;l.t
ants, and inditeucy i£> not a prere'{ui~dte to reimbursc;:;,~tlt. t~t1ter, 
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theM decu:t.ou atate that certain ageociaa .y, a& their dUc.r.cion, 
reblbune eertaiJa part1_ whoa. pal'tie:l.pat1OlI. the, fae1, vill COlI
tribute eub.tant:1all,. to • full aud taiJ: datendDatiou of the is_ 
be1q ctaeldad by euabliDa advocat .. of l1a!t.t ...... to participate 
em the ..... baai. as more afflunt actYocaua of a cliff_at pout of 
viev. 
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Ov'ft the past __ .. &1 yean, tld.8 Offie. baa MM eMt tea .ped.
f1l: Federal agenet_ haft ~eu:. .tabttozy authGritr w re.1abUS' ••• 
The ftnt of thua dM18:1ou. :&-139703,1 Je1.y 24, 1"2, r.t ... to tbe 
,ederal 'tra4. eo-i •• ioa (ftC). 'lH }fuel .. " Iqalatory C.,..fu1oB (JIIC) 
u coyueel in :&-92283 V.al'Wlr1 l't 1976. Ia a letter to ~ .. _tati •• 
JOQll Mo •• , 1-1802247Kay 10.':1'76, W4t be1el tbat tn hclcal Ce_UJica
tioU eo.-t •• 1on (lCC), the ftC, tile Fectaw Power Cowd •• :1ft (m)>> 
the lctaotate eo.erc. eo.i •• :t01l (ICC), the CoD....- .Pnduct Wet}' 
eo-u.:l.OD (CPSC). the SoIG;tn:lttM aDd behaap eos.tu1oe (SBC), the 
PIll, the IavlonMDtal hoteot1oa As-cy (irA). UIi the Uadoul. ll1ibvay 
Traffic Safety Athdni-t.1:at:l.on (JUrlSA) ha .... f.Uenat sabat.-,. nthC-ity 
to reiltbw:.e. The .. c ree_t d.:La1eu. cite4 abovall APPli- to the iDl .. 
lie have. J-aGWiVC, DOted 0U'1' di.aaar...-t wit1l BfA'. pos1tion OIl vbo is 
nun d a l1, CJwalifled to receive f.1Msaci.al ... 1IU... EacloMcl ta 4 
copy of our latt.. of Apl'11 S~ 1917... a-l80224,Vto CoIap'uaraa David C. 
Treeu h which. Jtegt.:Jns on paaa 2, W8 axpras our diMg~. 

On J'ARU41'7 4, 1975, Congreae paned the *l1lUOIt-HHs iarTa:Dty
'ederal '%rde Comad •• 1.oa l'.1Ipt'OVeIMIIlt Act, 15 V.S .. C • • 57.I'(Supp. V, 
197.5). Til:1a 1I8UUA fom&11.ltad. the nCr. 4utbority to re1abur .. tater
veaors by prov1d1n1 ep_ttie guUe1J.au. CAO bAa recOl, •• neted. that 
eUdlar les1alation be paaHCl to .et forth critu1& toy ... 1.tauee to 
intenuor. W1ah1nS to appoar before otb.er: .... 1 ... 

We hope that th1e hfonsaUon v1U be helpful 1n rupond1na to 
your eoutitueat. The couup0D4eaca eaeloM4 vith yeur letter is 
r.t¥~ne4 .. requested. 

" ~ : 

Far ths eo..paoUu Geaual. 
of the United Statu 
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