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MAR 2

Dear 3«n&tar Cottoti;

Raf«r«ne* IM vo&a to yoar letter of January 19? 19&, (gueftloning
tte propriety of certain *is*a*iltare* fey tJ*o C^»rta»t of tb« 3ht«rior
in the paropoe^tlon ftnd coaa«arvetion of tdw BKuailaa nga» goose. Also,
you «ft«d to to* fumljiwS informtios eonc<miine tte «ct>unt
per gocMOi by the JWeral awmiiacat a»3 by the State of Swaii.

to wacting Public law 35-591, approved Septariter 2,
to in >xwr lotto*! the Cwgtww wcognlatd

195&. T?
ti» fact that

tboti «jd«t«a IBM tfaaa 50 iare aawalian 0*0* g*«** In tte wild
•tatt la tbt ttwritoity of SMOli end tJ»t tuefb »p«oi«B of aatiw water-
ftjvl DM ttowt«n«d with wttlnirtlon, M a conw<iaeoc«, th« CbngreaB
ttutbarlMd to t« •oporapriKtod to tbt 0>cyi>tayy of thft Urbcrlor tba *um
of $15)000 p*r «nma for * p«riod of fiv» y«o-» to IM» «UMA to prooate
a progM* aif nitmrh, pcrojnjntlm, «w5 nenageaifit n«c«Mary to effect
tht r«ttor*Uon of ttorrt •p«ole« In ttt natural

point out that ti» »*5«rt»tnt of tiw Interloor, throagh the
of Sport flah*ri« and VHtfLlfe^ toueht, obtatatd^ «nd oblleat«d
Mq iwjwoprlAUcca of $15*000 la flacal y*** 1&5 and 1966 to

eoot&aat ttMt proeraa aut tortacd igr ftfettft Uttr 95-991̂  Imi iftwortion th«
pyoprlvty of «apqoftitunw for nxdi porpowa In f£»e«l y«wm 1965
1966 ia«Mmh M tbt autHurity eoaatttliwA to Public 2«r
idtb of

Ann

*o*35,

Public I»tte twtlwrlty oootaiB*5
to

by tin BipartMtBt of tha UiUrlor for till* purpdM during fl»e«I years
1965 and 1966 jUcmtnicfe «• ft»d« ]Md t«WR reyasgrtod for «ach puarpOM by
the Bi^m-Unul aad such funte ta tlM ancwnt of Us, 000 tor «ftch of tbe
tvo fiaqa X«B« InvolTtfi ver» aBproprKctwl by the CbogptB* under tbe

a of

on

Al»o, va ncrt« that hoarinca <cm a blU, H.B. 505, vhich would
jttrtbority of ?uDU« Lay 8$*d9ftX««rft Mid befta* the
on ttahftriM «nd miAUfti Coiw0r«tion, of tte Coonittee

Jilt-toe ood ft^wr£«« duriag Ifay 196$. During thtt coarse
of tint* hUMPingii rcpvMtntatlni of tt» fietptartwat of tha
»tnt«« th*t wwtarnt of S.fi. 509 \m§ aot rutcittMHuy innoattofe as «uf-
flcl«nt wittorlty to e«rry out t&tt pwgnta for «aats«srmtlon of tto nerve

^
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aoo*« ia contained in the ?iah arid Wildlife Act of 1956, as amended,
16 U.3.C. 7te,̂ ittt ago., and in the ffigratoxy Bird Cteuervatlon Act, ea

16 U.SCc. TSs

In explaining vhy the Department favored ejMBtoeaat of Public Lev
1358 bat did not recaaacna in 1965 that th* authority contained

therein be •atenfled, Awiatact Secretary of tha Interior, Stanley A. Cain,
us tbet—

"* * * Jr. 1357, the territswy a? Sfesaii «>qu«*ted
this Cep&rtBMnt to provide tecbaicfel a»d tlnoaciai
acalataoce la prope^atlng la captivity thi* cpeclee
of ta£gcatary t>tra». Prior to tUle date, it voa the
tsemcnl policy of this Dapwrtacttt to conserve «cd
protoet aSgmtorjr blrte and otter vlldlif* through
tb« MsqultfltloD of habitat aaofi restlag &ra«0
through •amuemiit of the Vflorlooa «iUtllf«
and throuefa irweatisatictta. As • witter of policy
only, thii Jteportaent, iu 1957 > did not f*vor prep-
agatioa Ja captivity oa a aeatw of managing vHd*-
Iif«. We did act, however, lack authority for such
•aoaficawat votfc, Section 7 of the 7i»h and Wlldiif e
Act of 195o (l£ U.6.C, ?tef } directed tiut Secretary
of the Interior to—

"'(5) take auch steps as aay be required for
the derelopnent, 3Bana^eaect» adraaooRiKnt^ con-
aervatloa, and iroteertioa of vildllf* rwourcea
through research, acquisition of
devolopQent of existing facilities, aad other

added.)

"A nuoiber of billa, hovarrar, ware Introdaeed la CongraM
In 1957 to direct the Socretary to earry cat a renearoh
and propagfttion prograa tat the oeae goot«. 3bi« Depart
oMat favored eoactaaant, becatutt It vaa then decided that
an eapreMion af eoogreaslooaX policy retatlre to the

of Federal fuado for jnropagating vattrftevl in
vw desirable. Aa «» iadieatod above, prior
tine the Department, M a Batter of policy did

not favor this aethod of managing va&ert&tl, but it
vaa reoagftiaect that this approach aeeated to be the

Biathod to increoae the number of the

1
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"A bill vaa enacted la 1953 (72 Stat. 1712)
the Secretary to carry out a 5-year program in relation
to the MB* gooee. She statute expired la 19&. Bill*
vere introduced in the 8Sth and the flr*t *e*aio& of the
89th Congresses to extend the program an additional 5
year* nod to increase the annual apjroprifttioa eelllog
froa $15,000 to $25,000. 2h our report * * * to the
Beoate CboatLttee on Gbaneree and the Merchant Marine
anfl ttsherie* Con&ttee of the HOUM of
ve aaidt

believe that the only feasible tod ultimte
eolntioa to the pexnanent oorwervatlon of thi*
epeeiee 1» to eatabllah aa appropriate refuge.
She nent is included within the category of birds
(aaatUae) eowved by the Migratory Bî d fireatlee.
Aeeordiogly, adequate authority exist* uoder the
Migratory Bird Coneervatloa Act to eatefcliatx a
refuse «hm neeOtd. Also, the Fish and
Act of 1956 authorise* the Secretary to establish
such a refuge end to conduct a progrca of reseercĥ

, and aanageotnt of viUlife« lacluding
the nena. During thi* fiaeal year, and after the
expiration of the 19& Act, $15,000 we* appropriated
and obligated to tarry oat *ueh a program, the aane
•nouat 1* Included in the President'* budget for
f i*cal year

"'We think that specific legislation to continue
*fi\̂ * prograsi an additimal fly* yenr* 1* un&ece*-*
*ery. V* therefore recooaend agaimt the enaetawt
of S, 791

"Hbarings w» held last year on H.S. 505 by the then
Ocsmitte* Chainaa, T.A, Thaageop. It va* esaphaaiaed
that the Dvpartaent hod adequate authority to carry out
thi* program vithout any dollar liMLtation*. Ibe Ocxa-
mittee did oot question the fiapartoiant'* position
relative to the need for thi* bill, but, on the contrary,
urged the Department to continue to carry out tM* pro-
gram to increase this r*pe specie*.

*»t aye continuing this highly desirable progresL. Fifteen
thousand dollar* ha* been obligated in fi«al year* 1965
and 19£6 and an additional enouot 1* requested for fiscal
year 196T."
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Za n« of the authority referred to by the tepartaant of the In-
teriar, perticularly that eoottdatd in auction 7 of the Fl*fc and Wildlife
Act of 1956, 16 U.S.C, TteCfJjTand th* Oust that tht Cbegntfa, subsequent
to tha expiration of Public Lav 85-891f fee* aiffUMted requeeta by the
Dipartat&t of the Interior Cor funda to eootlnaa the none gooae conser-
vation prograa, we me no baala to question the legality af eapendituree

for nub porpo*e.

lafonutioo obtctiDfid from tte Burwwi of sport oi «od tfild-
llfa cobetrstlag th» ooat of the jaroigzwi and tte avomg* oo«t p«r gooae
!• M

ftrlor to fiscal /aor I960, the nesoe reutaraction project had been
eanrled out by the ferrltory of Bwoli- At June 30, 195̂ , there wre
39 nea* game ^ ^^ <*Pti'»« flock vhlch v«re wared by the Territory
of ftpudl. Gurlag flaool year 1959 the Bureau of Sport Piaberle* and
tfiWUfe Uloe«ua $3,000 frm tbe Kational HlUtlif* 8efu£0 fundo
(16 0.8«C« 715» )$£or the purpose of lapl«raontlnfl a restoration ^zogren
ana ^50 IB fund* available untor tho PittaGja-Robertaon Act (l6 U.3.C.
669)^ 2a addition, the Territar/ of Hauaii apont ^
gooee project for a total of about $11,600.

for the acne

Cb the beaia of the authority contained io. Public Lav 85-̂ 51̂  the
Bureau of Sport Fioheriea and Wildlife spent $15,000 mmtelTy Airing
fieoal yewn I960 through 196U from the appropa?lation for "Manageoeat
end arenrtlgation of Iteeourcec." la addition, the Boreau gatve the
Mate about $&50 anmmlly froa fuada available under the Pittaaa-
Bobertaon Ac^for a aoa total of $77^290 over the fiye-7«ar period.
Daring the Mae period, the State of Hawaii contributed $l£,lVr* The
folXovSng tabulation •how the eatsuatv apemt by the Federal Gcnremaect
and by the atate of Basmii during the rive-year period on two aeparatc
ba*e», (l) KTeraee coat per eaoae reared in captivity and (2) avwrage
coat par gooee releaaed to ite uatural habitat t

total of geese
reared
(ootc a)

Average
oost per
Booae reared
(note b>

of
released
(potc a)

Average coat
per &xx>e
released
(note b)

186
1B6
136

:-::#:&̂ ^̂ ^̂



•/ The total geaee rawed do oat include the node of Jfc gees* which
were reared end la captivity at the baginoijBe of the five-jear period.
The difference la the nuober of eeeae reared and th* masker released
represent* prlnrurlly an increase la th* masher 9ff fi»«w Mtalaad is
captivity for toMdiag parpc»««, and for furttar zMMnxeh etuiiai.

«nr«reie» costb/ me average coat per g**a* ur a calculated amount &*eati*e the auree»*ar
records do not show the eaounta epecif loslly applicable to rear and re-
l*a*c th* iMwe cpoae to ita habitat. She total federal and State coat*
oaoalft of aaount* epeftt for reeearch, propagation, observation, and
HHutBfi9lBMBEKCr OflT vUaT IMBt̂ V 3PtflB t̂3J?O'ta«b033l tQ^OOfcll&aV*'

la addition to the foregoing. Bureau reearda aba* that toriag the
ftfe-y*er period, the 8tate of lara*ii r*eelf*d ftootritoutiona of about

fro» priiftte organiaatioca for tht aene ra*taratian project,
the *a»* period, th* State had obtained and transported 69 owe

fma Biglafril anft fiwt«n« geaee fro« the *t«te of Oamaeticot,
DurosuU Chief, BtTiaioo of Wildllft Jte»«rch, adriaed as ttet the

State paid eoeta aaeoolatetf with tbese 7^ aane geea* froa food» coartrib-
utad by private orgaaicatie

luraeu records ahov that during ilaoal year* 1965 mnd 1966 the nene
reetoratloa progrea waa being wintained at abourt the aaae financial
level aa eoqpexed to the prior five-year period. Available information
abo«i that in fiacal year 1965 the federal and State ogenciee apent
about $15,̂ 50 «ad 49A9L, raepectively, for a cxtibiaed total of ^,^1
tor taw aeae raatoratioo program. Uurlug fioeal jeex 1965, there were
kl cme reared and I»9 ee«« relaaaed to their natural habitat.

of the Bureau rvoorda did not dlscloae the Inereaae in the
of vild peeae that can be ottributted to the releM« of geese

which nere reared in captivity under thia

Sincerely youre,

FRANK H. WEITZEL

Assistant fleoeral
of the United States

Xhe HoDorable Horrl»
United State* Senate

Cotton

nOiJs>:.c*ion-.i';l
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