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Itear J4r. Karat em 

Your letter of July 2, 19^5, coacaraa tha "Old Cuetojas iJouae" In 
St. Louie, Maaourl, which ia «a«d a» a post offica and apparently ia 
also kncnm as the "Old J^st Otfiem* * 

You state that a local St. UiaU group known as *"&© CciSBilttea to 
Save tha Old fo«% Offlea'* baa proposad that tha building and Jta «lta ba 
donated to ^ « city or aoaa other group for preoarvatlOB and that tha 
^Vsdaral Ocrveraaewt pwrchaea a nw alta for a naw Federal sad Peat Office 
BuUdlng for St. Jioule. Ycni adviaa that the Aaaialstrator of tha Oenarel 
Sarvlcea A4«ialstratio« (OSA) doaa not favor thlai that he haa pointed out 
that tha Old Cuatona touaa ia not surploa proparty and that th« s i te la 
needed for the new postal and Federal ftiellityj and that he haa ^atiaated 
that It vould coat betwwi $3 and ^ . 5 miUion to actuira anoth^ suitable 
3tte* tott report that tha Adaialatratoap haa ©oaeludad that tha Otld Cuatoms 
Bottsa doea not met tha chaUanga of authantle and hi^oria preawvatlon 
3nd i t would ba la tha beat Intereeta of tha (Sorverrojest to replace It 
with a aodam êdj&raX and postal faei l l ty . 

You lagulra m to wbathe* tha Atoiaietrator of SSA i*© haa found the 
property to ba needad by tha ?»d«pal Oovaraaant, could laeally donata It 
to tha city at St. Loaia or aoaa othar group. Also, yoa iwjuira aa to 
whathar w« ml^t later smeation such » donation If oada Igr tha Adainlstrator 
In l i ^ t of his determination that tha property Is required for Fedatral 
neada. 

a> Goverafflent official In tha absenca of specific legislation i s 
autho^iaed to give away Oovfiarttawat proparty. B-122^39» Pftbruarsr 23» 1955. 
•Jhla rl^jht la reaervod to tha Conjraea ^r aectlon 3 of Article 4 of the 
Constitution which provides that— 

"•Jlhe Congraaa shall hava Rjwar to lilsposa of and 
mii.9 Qil needfuX Sulaa and ^gulat iona resptetiag tha 
Territory or oth«r ftrcsperty beloaglni to tha {fijltod 
j J ta tes j » « » . " 

Section i3(h) of the SMrplue ftroparty Act ot 19^, aa aoendod, 50 U.S.C. 
AfS>. 1502(h) ^thQrisj?.es tha Administrator of ?SSA (sea 5 U.3.C. 630c) to 
•:'̂ pitm& tha ê omreyaaeo of "suripXiae*' real property to aay State or political 
mbfiXvisim thereof fear uea'aa a hictocric 'nonument without pemaKa-ation, 

—art:?vlfiod it la so rmicmmnd^ Ŝy~tha Advisory Beaj'd on Jiatlanal I^ka^ 
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Hiatorie Sitaa^ Building* mA ikmmnt^ isatablished bjr the act of 
August 21, 1935 (mstoria Sites Aet), k9 Stat. S^. 

While section 50@(a)(l) of tha Fedaral. eroparty and Malnlstratlva 
Services Act of 1^ (r«iJilaibayed ^(a)(l)) repealed tha l$hk act, it 
excepted froa repeal^ mm$' £>thare, ss»»tlcai 13\h)* Tha tarn ''mtrplua 
proparty^ ia deflnad im tha l9^ act SM "amy ttxeaea pr<^^erty not rtf<pirad 
for tha needa and tha diaeharttt of the rasponaibiiitlea of all Federal 
£i£anei*s, as detearsined by tha Adolnlsti^tor,'' (ttO U.S.C. k7Sl($})* 

Ŵ  are not avara ^ aiay provision of lav which would authorise ^ « 
Adminiatrator of CSMk to Qsemt* to a oitjr ^ oth«r flproup, for a historie 
aionuaumt, (Sovarnsast pn^party tihiah ia not siarplut to tha naeda of Ijia 
GovenxMtnt. Thsrafora, a&d ainea tha Mainiatraitor of ( ^ has dat«ralhad 
tha prapwrty l»volvad Htpra i» not îiiŝ pbM>** sutd that 'Hhara exists a dafi-
nita nead^ for tha prtî p4»rty in wrdar for eart4ih fadaral agaseiaa to dis-
chavtî  thair raapoaalbilitiia^ ha could not l«KPiUy ^^ '̂̂ '̂  ^ pr<:^rty to 
tha city of St* Loaia fxe crî har $restpy for a historic su^naent. 

In vleir cf tha resp<maihilitiaa plaaad upon tha Oanaral AoocMntinf 
Offtea by section 31d of ^ « Badcai aiwl Aseooating Act of 19^> at anandsd, 
31 \Jk3tC. 53» ve «ouid ha raij»lr«4 to ^aatlotn â aa to report to tha Coo-
greaaj* a daoation of Oewi«rni«»i property not asthorlKad by lair. Thna, 
la Uii^t of what ia sat f̂ rlUi »btiiV«̂  v« vcmld ba raquirad to question and 
j'̂ q̂ ort to the (̂ m^raas 4 aonatiiao 1^ tha AdBlnidtratcar ^ tha i^cparty 
Involved her« to the city ot St» Uxxia or ottwr group tear a hiatoric 
^omasent. 

The queatioas presented are smavarad aoeordiagly. 

Siilaarely yours, 

FRANK H. WEITZEL 

Aetjanf CiolsptrolXwr Qeoaral 
of tha United States 

Ihe HQnarable t?rank M. JCarataa 
Hawa© of J^eproseatatlyes 
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