COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON2S

Varch 22, 1955

£ ;ww; letter of July 20, 1>S&, requesting
0 i rooriated for the g8 ol the
Givil Aderonautics 4 i actzvz by involved ars availgble to

pay the costs of %ﬁdical %Kaﬁln&ﬁiﬁug, investigations, and related
~c01v131ba CGﬁCE?Flﬁg claims which may arise in foreign countries
ased on acts or omissions of employees of the Civil Aeronautics
'mlﬁ&ﬁﬁ?dﬁl@ﬁo :

I¢ is explained in your ietter that employses inm lield ol iic&s
iocated in meny foreizn countries ceceasionally aacsmg involved in
zecidents whiech resul?d in claims asgainst the United States based on
perscnal injury or dsath or property aaﬁage. wﬁere an accident
causing personal injury to or death of s non-American occurs in a
foreign country in which the United 5States exercises extraterritorial
jurisdiction and the amount of the claim does not exceed {1,500, the
Secretary of State is authorized by the act of February 13, 19356,

59 Stat. 1138, 31 U.5.0. 22La, to consider, adjust, and determine
ch »131% and to certify the amount allowed to the Congrsss for

~g,rgf iation. §§§QVQr, it is zlso stated that claims involving
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yisgbrty danage of sufficient amount may arise for which private
petitions forr

alief may be presented to the Congress.

stated Lo be adwinis
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LV%%@ ?alzef biils might be presented to A
Tor medical examinations, investigations, aﬁd other
penses in order to provide an imtelligent report of the
ding sn inclident which night be mads the uiﬁ*sct of a
aingt the United States.
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all be desmed to repesl any provis 51 Llaw izing any

: v. uo congider, “HC%rta~a, adjust, @y de %ﬁidlubg or
: claim not cognizable under part 2 of the Pederal Tort Claims
hete Claims arising in foreign countriss are not cognizsble under
pert 2. Hence, ths 1922 zet remsins in effect inscfar as claims
arising in a2 foreign country are concernaed. Consequently, with
respect Lo such claims which may be settled under the 1922 act by
your Department, funds appropriated to your Depariment ars clsarly
available to investigate and asscertain the facts relating thereto.
Jee 29 Comp, Gen. 11;.

fegarding claims based on personal lnjury or death (except
these whieh may coms within the provisions of 31 U.5.0. 28ha) and
claims for properiy loss or amaéa in exeess of 31,000 which are
not cognizable under the aet of Decexber 28, 19323 supra, the
Tepartment of State reports thal sueh clﬁlﬁs generally are nandled
by the Department of State as diplomatic claims through diplomatic
%aﬁg%ia. Relatlve to such diplomatice: Cl&iﬁa the Assistant Sscrstary

of Ztate reporited that--

-

Tt has been the experience of the Department that
in certain cases independant medical examinations and
further investigation would greatly assist the Deparitment
in reaching & final decision 1in those cases., In view
of this sxperience, it is balieved that it would be in
the best interests of the Government if expenses of
madical examinations and investigations, and related
sxpenses, could be inecurred by the agengy involved in

hose cases in whigh iﬁ isg aé@inzstraulvelg determined
to be ﬁacafsaﬁy. As 1%, the agency would be pro-
vided with s full and gte rscord of the incident
znd would EQQp be in ¢ ?ftﬁe? position o determine the
Government's liability.”

In visw therseof, and %%i g funds appropriated to the Civil
Aaronautiecs Adwministration : ot specifically avallable feor ths
purposes considered herein, i would appear to be not only desirable
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but also the duty of the Adm

- 2 -



shermined that the

bish night result

m“@& way be
of such investi-

Adssistant .
Sompirollsy Cersral
of the United States
Comms ree



