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 officer om voucher 304689, June 1952
,mmmmzawmw
Pobruary 1952, peid to SN, .
, PAy ot be mllowed becsuse the payee did
tmotﬁs;fms wntil March 1952,

Social Security Adsivistretion Form GA-ClOl sulmitted in
sgpport of the payment shows that clmim for cldeage insursnce bene-
£its was filsd by the peyee on Muy 8, 1952, cn which basis St wes . : .
deaternined under the prwvisions atacmmw{l)atmsmm .
Becurity Act Amendwents af 1950, tiat he became entitled to such.” . . ‘
bepefits in November 1951 but since deductions under Section 203 -
{») wave spplicable for Bovewber snd Decamber 1951, t&amﬁ,tm&or-

Ltam mmmumuww. Bowever, since the Foom
OA-C101 slso shows that M. was bors oo [ «ni

theretore, 4id not attain retivesent age of €5 years until March -
1952 ummmmwmmummmw Sew
mium n),&sut. hde.

. In raply to tha excepiion, it i stated that the erroneous
pynent for ' rmylmmmtwummwm o
“ﬂﬂﬁw@ 1952, sor pricr o the payment of
the Iump-sun it ssmrded to his widow, ,

on Sy 17, 19523 that afforts to recover the emoumt o3 1
mmmwmumm
vasuccessul, mmtwmmmvznwmmmsmwm
vhick ey beccas dus (EENENENNNNNNNN ic the future.

3. [ requests relief for the smount of the cverpayment
m;mz«tmmummay, 1941, upon the basis
tiat the certifying officers in the Fhiladeiphis Arves uffice are
four in mumberj that ian the performance of their dutles and the
delegation of anthority to them, the certifying officers do not sd-
Julicate or otherwise pses on the sufficiency or the correctness of
the Seterninetion of avsrd, nor 3o they reviev the sward form for -
sccurecy to ascertain whether there are any defects wpon its fece -
which would precliude certification of payment and that due to the
mmwmmmtxmmaammmmW

may cexrtify sach month, and in sddition to the pericdic payment
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cartifications, it is not adwinistratively fessible for him to per-
sonally assure himself that each and every item is proper Ior oertifi-
estion, It iz further stated in connection with the request for relief
that the Parn OA-0101, Deternination of Award, is the official record
%o whish the certifying officer would have recourss in delermining
whether the amount shown on the voucher was eorreot and due the pyyees
thet his review, if msds, would have exctanded only to the information
shom in item 12 on that fora and it would not have beun brought to his
uthummz.aumpmmmummmtpwumm
amount which should have bewn cartifisd. ,

Socla) Seecurity Administration Form OR-CIGL submitted with ths
voucsher in suppert of the payment soniained adequats informstion to .
pernit a proper detarminatisn that no benefits were Jawfully dus fer
Jamiary and February 1§52 and as correotiorshad been mais therecn the
sertifying officer was on notics that as originally prepared the infore
mation thereon was inaccursbe, in which evank, the proper exercise of
diliganse and ingquiry would have revesled the error. The roquest fur
relief is bamed on the ocontentien that in view of the eircumstances re-
cited the only requirenent of ¥r. HEluncder his duties as vertifying
officer was to perform the ministerfal act of sigming his name to the
vousher. As this conoept of the duties of the certifying officer is
repugnant to the provisions of the ast and defests its purpese and as
1% appasrs that he was not dilfgent and did not make proper inguiry, 1t
is recomusnded that the yolief r&qamd under Seetion 2 of the act of

Daceaber 29, IPU1, be denied,

However, in ihe svens it is determined that the certifying of flcer
may be yalieved, as requested, on the basie that the certificatisn was
based on an awsrd upon which he was suthorized to rely, it is reasoun-
manded that this division be suthorized to grant relief to vertifying
officers in siniler asses where the record shows that such cases other-
wise neet the requirements of B-10}1353+0.K., dated February 9, 1951,
xdd cluss 2 Xisted therein,

(Signed) E. W. BELL.

¥, Ke Ball
Associate Dirsctar of iudits

Emslssures
Voucher 304689
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Returned. Tt seuns clear from the reéport of the Federal Security
Agency, Sccial Security Adsinistration, that under the pravalling
agency procedures certifying officers do not adjudicate or otherviss
pass upon the sufficiency or the correciness of the Cetermination of
award, and they are not expected to review the award form far: accuracy
to ascertain whether there are any defocts thereson which would preclide
certification of payment, In this comection it is noted that Form
QA=C131 *Determination of Award," the certification of which was 2
direct responsicility of certain personnsl othsr than the certifying

officer, contaims the following statement:

"1 certify that pursuant to lawfully delegated authority I have
verifisd the above statements with AN supporting svidence on file in
this office; that I have computed all amounts dnd: that sawe are corrsct
as shosn; and that alY - fidiested sspalit(s) are in accordance with the
provisiona of title II of the SocialcSecurdty-dct, as amended.” .

It is further reported that due to the lurge mmber of schedule payment
itema which & certifying officer may certify each month it would be
impracticable for him to assure himself that each snd every item is
proper for certification. Furthermore, the error is not s2 obvious
that the certifying officer, considering the hulk of the voucher,
eould masommly be expected to detect it, in the absence of a detailad
regudit Ly him of the records lorwarded to him for certification,
Therefore, since it appears that the certifying officer, in the ax-
ercise of reasonabls diligence and inquiry under the reported circum-
stances, was expected o rely upon the officlal award before him,
relief pay Le grunted to him as to the instant overpaymenis under

the yé?isim -of section 2 of the act of Decesber 29, 1941, 55 Stat.
8T5¢ Also, similar cases ma cansidared to fall within classes

2 and L of B=101353-0.4., February §, 1951 and relieved under the
authority therein celegated to your division 1f otherwise propsr there-

under,

FRANK H WEITZEL

_ Actingoantroller Genaral
of -the Truited States
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