COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON 28

The Administrator

Housing and Home Financs Agency

Ny dear M. Adatnistrator:

Reference is made to your letter aaﬁecl darch 13, 1951, request-

A

ing to be advised wiwther a research agresvent entered into by you
with another Government agency mr the provisions of sections 301(a)
and 502(s) of the Housing Act of 19L3, as amended, obligates the
;pgmpmtm of the Housing and fome Finance Agency in the same
mnner as conbracts wiéh non-Federal partiss, and the funds so committed
mn availsble for sxpenditure by the performing agency ':_gr the full
period of availability provided in '&m section 301(a}. B

~ Sioes the particular agreement imvolved was not cited or made
available to tiis Office and as your question 1s stated 1n gemeral
terma, the deciston rendered hersin necessarily will 1lkowise be
stated in general torma, B

The basic gmx‘al authority for contracts between Federal agencies
® found in ssotion 501 of the act of dune 30, 1932, 3 ¥,5.C, 636, 4
Mding for the placing of orders for services or sapnlies between
the depariments and agemeirs and bureans thereof, with the requirsment
that such orders be considered as obligations upon appropristions in
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the sume manner as contracts with private parties. The funds obligated

bty such ord:ar& placed after é:;m 3‘9,‘ 1950, are net available for any

paﬁedbeymdmtprmaedby the act appropriating such funds, See
" last proviso to gection 1210 of the act of September 6, 1956, &y Stat.
7651 B=200920, dated Wareh ’?, 1951, Howsver, where such contracting
authority has besn granted by speeit:m statute, as in the mcza
eited in your letier, ths departmsnts and agenoins ars, of course,
suthorised to suter into contracts with each otber under the terme,
canditim and mi.taﬁm, imlu&ing the pari.ué of amz.ability of
appropristions, as ssi !orth in the partlcular statute.

Ssction 301(s) of the Housing Act of 1948, as amended, 12 U.5.C,
l?éit(t} requires the Housing and tome If’:tmme ﬁxhi.ni&tmimr‘w unger-
take and conduct a broad program of tachnical research and studies
deslgned gemsrally to reduce the cost of housing construstion and
naintensnes, and to stimulate increased sroduotien of housing. The
ssebdan also euthorizes said Admimistrator bo emter into comtracta
for a period not to excesd four years for such research and studies
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public agency or instmafbality.“ This section also makes appro-
priations to such Administrator available for advance payments or
reixshursepents t§ the mating Fadsral ageney for the work pere
formed,

In view of the spacific awthority thus vested in the Housing and
Home Finanoe Adminlstyator and in the gonerxl light of the bgislative
procsedings ¢ited in your letiter with respect to the housing research
program, it is considered that agresments entersd into with Federal
Wici or instrumentalities for the performance of housing research
and studies under authoriiy of sald sections 301(a) and 502(e)(2) of
the 1948 act, as amended, properly mey be regarded as eonbracts within
the purview of secticn 301{a) mo as to extend the avallability for
expanditure of funds cblignted thereby for the five fiscal year period
speaifisd therein, | 4
Sincerely yours,

] 1ley General
of the United States
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