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E 

TITLE'. 

TTTLE: 

BACKGRO titute d ootr Ils ov r the collection and 
rcnned " ers of et : The tep are d i ned to ensure that 

are reened from the nation's blood uppl . e erthel • patien 
of infe ted blood. 

t poli 1e and procedures h 
t an the amplementat1on o e 

FDA unplemented 10 ensure !hat eguard are in 
h of the fi e I e o ety" (2) what are the 

current esumat o c ntracun 1nfect1ous da.se health compltcaooo from the 
uansfus1on o blood products" 

E((973430)

BACKGRO · Million of Ameri are afflicted with Alzheimer' , and the number · expected to 
nse wnh lhe pro cted 1ncr 
re ou.rc 

111 the U.S." (2)Whar federal 
are conducted 111 the 

8 CKGRO found that mo cl are automaticall paid witbou detemining the medical 

Al the same lime. cry lmle · known I the c t-effectiven of the 
eco en of pro ider profi1in 111 tJus regard. nus study will addre 

. I H n orou are the method d by HCFA to evalu of 
2 Do the e recn am I provide m t r al rat 

influence c t-effectivenes timat ., 
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E 

Till...E: 

Tlll...E: 

B CK GROUND : " acc1nc for Children: Reexamination of Program G and Implementation ceded to 
E ure accin ti n" ( EMD-95-22) noted that the problem of undcnmmunization is not universal and lurutcd 
to ccrtaJn populauon g p and are , which are often referred to "pockets of need." However, lmlc is 

known about bow to idcnufy pockc of n ed. 

lly of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre cntioo (CDC) to 
idcntif poc c of need? 2) Tow t extent do we Medi aid dara base h ve the potcnual 10 identif pockets of 
need'> ) To what extent do clinical in publi health clinics e the potential to identif 
poclce of need'> 

lN THE DEFEN AND CIVlUA ECTORS 

BACKGRO D : DOD pend ten of billi of dol annuall on weapons procurement Critics ugg t 
that the c 1 of weapons 1 exc IVC. The nribute tb1 . rn pan, to the weapons pr urement pr leadin to 

lack of producuvtt and compeuuon ID the def en ind.i trial base compared to the civilian sector. 

KEY Q TIO . (I Ho do compcuuon and productivity vary within the defense rndustrial base and bow 
this changed over umc'> (2) How do cornpeuuon. producuvit • and prices vary between defense ind trial 

b manufacturers and c1 ihan ctor 1ndu Irie '> 

BACKGRO 

KEY QUE TIO. 
what e tent can c 
rele ant vi tion 

ct conunuc to be an urgent concern to Con re and the pubh . 
1dcn arc relative! rare even . it 1 d1fficuh to draw general lesson through 

· . Gcncraltza11on arc further limited b diffcnng cry concern pccific to e h cl of 

ct concerns ary amon different cl e of conuncrci airltnc scrvi e? To 
d tabase be drawn upon to idenufy and quantif 

2 



Program Evaluation and Methodology 

E 

1Tll.E 

BACKGROUND : The Amen with iliu Act ADA e uards a ainst chscnminauon 111 

the employment of persons wtth d biliu 111Cludrng hiring. accomodanon . promoti d 
benefi . The tmpact the l had n the ln of pe with d 
wtdel pecuJ ted upon. 

KEY Q ESTlO S : l have been the and benefi of the emplo ment provisi of the ADA 'l Ho 
the ADA cban ed the employment rate for persons with duabilitie 'l Ho d the com~1tion of the 

d led populanon m the rlcfoett comp e 10 I.bat of the unemplo ed . 

U TY 0 KEAL TB 

BACKGROUND : The r2p1d mo ement toward managed care profound tmph 
health care delt ery y tem. In parucular. the proportion of Medtcare bene 1ctan 
increased rapidl . L1nle is known bout the unplJ auons for quailt of care 
marketplace. 

for the Amencan 

KEY Q TIO : ( I) 1 relan lup ell between the le el of market penetration of HMOs and tbe 
qual11:y of care provided b bo pitals durin the acute phase of heart at for Medicare patients . (2) What 
relationship exis between enrollment tn Medicare HM d the propri en of urg1 iniervenuon in the 

t-acute treaUnent of bean 

BACK RO . G O' Title VU re pon 1bume 
o federal program e aluauoo uvtties e mmau e in program oversight u h the Go emment 
Performance d Resulu ct GPRA) and dele au of program responsibility to the tat ma cban e federal 
e aluation role and respon ibilue . 

KEY QUESTIO · l)Wha• are the current program evaluation resources and rol in ederal encies., 2 H 
arc bl gran • budget cu and other m1uau es expected to ect the role of federal evaluation . 3 )What 

teg1e could help to en ure that federal enc1e ucces fully fulfill these future role ., 
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EXISTING PROG 
1Tn.E: 

BACKGROUND : Hou Commerce Coauninee pl to bold hearin on FDA reform in and- lo I e January. 

in FDA re 1e tunes for dru medi al dev1 

('7:Wll) 

· ince the collapse of the o tel Uruon. programs to pport defense conlraCtors and 
in the defense indu tnal b (018 ha c been unplemented. Ho e er. there IS concern that 

may be ub 'dtZlDI uncompcuu e producuon i wu at very tugb and long lasting c 

KEY Q ESTIO : l. W1w arc the U'Cnds in overall DOD bud cts and outla expendituresover time'> 2. How 
the le cl of DOD spending linked to lbe producu lly and financ1 vial>wt of firms m the defense industrial 

and compeuu ene within the defe manufactunng mdustnes. 

Q 
I01TO - P R.EVJIW ('1.3*) 

BACKGRO ND : The requ ter b ed th I P 0 perform a mctbodological re iew of DOD' Bonom-Up 
Re 1cw and report b to him in earl pnng 1 4. 

KEY Q of I.be Boctom-Up Revtew, and bow w It applied? (2) 
Ho were ma1or d made. and h were the upported the data and anal that were performed? 
(3) What were the methodology and analyses relau\c lo the consolidation of duplicati e rol and miss10J1S 

amon the military servi ? 
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Q 
nn.E. 

lTILE: 

1111..E. 

MENTAL PROTECTIO 

BACKGRO : EPA is one o the lar est geoenuo of rcgulall of any federal en . EPA bas been 
prepanng regulatory impact anal o 11S major rcgul lions for more than ten years. Congress · weigh.mg 

en and/or change lbe role of RlAs within the re ul tocy de clopmcnt pr • Y ct no ystcmatic 
of RlAs been performed. 

KEY QUESTIO. I) What role have rcgul tocy imp t anal pl cd in the rulcmaklng pr at EPA 
and bo · costJ e the "(2) How ell do RlAs prepared by EPA coo orm to standards of quality? 

MATING ALL lMMIGRATlO ('7379'1) 

BACKGRO D : Current immigration policy i.ssuu would be tnfonncd b more accurate data on the numbers 
of foreign -born person m pccifi immigration wu categori in local arc . Government encie do not 
conduct urvey to collect b d GAO propo to explore the feasibility of an alternativeto the usual daia 
collecoon and es timationmethods. 

KEY Q TIO t are and/or Census Bureau plans, if an . for collectin relevant data-and 
wbal do the barriers to collcctin u b data? (2) t are the trcngtbs and limiwioo of 

oon approach " 3 Can the d new method be further de eloped and refined to the 

INGG.PRA(~ 

BACKGRO • : The Go\cmment Performance d R uJts Act of 1993 (GPRA) rcquJtC.S federal ageoci to 
establish performance o and iodi ors for their programs, and encowa cs them to incorporate program 
evaluati mto that proce . Thi job, which complements GGD' ongo1n wort. aims to examine GPRA pilots 
and other perfomwice measurement. 

KEY QUESTIO. : I. What !rinds of anal ti and rcchni challeng are enc1 experiencing lbc uy 
to develop performance me ures? I A. What program characteristic are related to encountering tho 
halJenge 2. H w have they addressed the an yt.1c challenges" . Whether and how have they made use of 

program eval tion 1n tlus proc ? 
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PROGRAM EFFE 

1111..E: I VEY ('73441) 

BACKGROUND : In tts FY97 bud cc request, the ministration h noted that I.be CDC' new ational 
Immunization urvey will facilitate targeting pockets of underimmunized children. 

KEY QUESTIO S : Key questions addlCSSCd under thi request include: ( l) How effective · the new ational 
lmmunization Survey in idenufying pockets of underimmuniud children., and (2) What co are associalcd with 
the new survey? 

lTTl.E: ALZRE.IMEll' RESEARCH ('734U 

BACKGROUND : Alzheimer' Dimenti (AD) is an i.rre ersible brain di rder more common in I.be elderly. 
Increasing millions of Americans arc expected to uffer from AD disease as I.be population ages. Cause and cure 
are still unknown. GAO been ed to review the research into proposed risk factors and the tarus of 
po1ential tteatments in the pipeline. 

KEY QUESTIO : I) Wha1 federal programs uppon reseateb '! 2) Whal types of clini al lrials and ouicome 
research tud1e arc conducted in. I.be .S. and ovcrsc. '! 

1TTt.E: EV AL A no Of THE AIR WAR (973443) 

KEY QUESTIO S : l How well did individual weapon y terns pcrfonn in pursuit of Descn S1orm air 
campaign obj~tives'! (2) To what degree were I.be goals of desert conn achieved by air power? 
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1111.E· 

(97)44.1 

BACKGROUND : Con TheG Ow ed to 
for tndepedent te 1 d e aluauoo weapon terns on111n 

intended. 

KEY Q STIO : 1) What ha e been the tren lhs d w of the organizational ramewor in 000 
for operau nal 1c ung'> 2) H the department c ecu cl addressed the hortcoming 1denufied m GAO' 19 
rcpon on OOT E? 3) Whal bould be the opc.raun pnnc1pl an e fective and efficient operauonaJ 1 tin 
and o c 1 ht func:uon 

BACKGROUND : The intcman nal Comprehensi c Plan of A uon (CPA) e bli.\bcd pr cdure 10 rccn d 
resettle or return V1ctnamc boat people who 111 cam of first ylum. The plan will expire June 30. 1996 
and "screened out" ylum e e are expected to be returned to V1clllam. Mcmbe ofCon&fCS arc on emed 
that there may be ind1 idu 

: I) Tow extent there selected 1nd1 1du o interest to the . . in lbe first ylurn 
cam who e rcencd out b the CPA program'> 2) For those 1ndJv1duaJ ~ho are of mtcr t. w the CPA 

upposed to" lf not. why? 3 role CR pla cd in 
? 

1111.E. rooo ADDm 

BACKGRO ND : Tius 1ob grow out of pre 10 and on mg P MD w rk on FDA Review Tmie 97 12) 
and focusc on Congr iooa.J concern re ard1ng the umclul of food d1uve peuoon review 

KEY QUESTIO : (1) How man food ddmve peuuons are tn the current review m cntory? (2) What are 
the panems. if an . of umclm foe the food dmve pr ? (3) l impedimen to umcl review, if an , 
are identifi le in the current d ca b e of peuuon re 1ew uroe '> 
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rrn.E: 

B CKGRO ND : The official poverty measure compares famtly's income with a level believed necessaryto 
purchase a m1rumal tandard of lwing. Th. measure 1 b i all un hanged ince 1964except 1 • nual 
adjustments m the lhr bold for inflation. Rcceml , critic proposed upda 1n the lhre.sbolds and b in tbe 
measure on families' consumption instead. 

KEY QUESTIO 1S : I) What are the • ue in olved in using tneome d c umpllon appr best measuring 
fanuly's well-being in dctennining their po city 1atus . and 2 What are the · ues involved in developing 

contemporary poverty thresholds? 

B CKGRO D : GAO repons bave relied be vu on two data coUection metb : unstructured interview 
and the re ie of ai ung gen d uments and records. Mclhods used in other fields ma offer tbe potential 
to bonen the I.line requited to do many of GAO' evaluauons. 

KEY QUES110 'S : 1) What are the mo t promising qui k-tumaround evaluanon met.bods" 2) H do we be t 
disseminate these method to GAO and government e alu tors" 

BACKGRO . : The Food and Drug Administation bas institutedcontrols over the collection and 
di lnbution of blood products which ii b tenned "l ers of et . ·• The e tcps are d igncd to ensure tbat 
contarrnnated blood and blood produ are reened from the n lion' blood upply. e enhel nen 
continue to rece1 e lr.mS usio or infected blood. 

KEY Q ESTIO S : ( l )Wb l are the current risk esumatc of contractmg m ecoou ~e or other senous 
health compli uon.s from the tran fu ion of blood products? 
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OTHER I 

e challenges for bl grant and ocher 
e wtU 1dennfy th challenge d 

suate&tc to ovcn::ome them. d will present iu1dan e to enci and lhe Coogrcs m order to mcrease the 
uuuty of tnfonnau reported under GPRA or t1m cl of programs. 

KE Q :esno, . ct> t pro rams e characterizedb I al OcJU il1ty d bow do they ary? (2) What 
me uremcnt and e aluation problems have th e programs encountered" ( ) Whal luuons have they found ~ 

) What are the treng d weaknc of these luuoo ( ) Ho can th 
pracucc" 

The include· (I) What federal or 
" (2) at procedure do 

t the quaht of care offered b 
personnel" 
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