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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON

COMP. GN umiar nm
FILE eoPY
The Administrator,
Rurel Electrification Adminigtration.
8ir:
There has boem considered the matter presented in youwr letter

of Ootober 22, 1935, ae followsy

"Would you be good emough to render & deoision in the metter
of traweling expenses?

"Ne desire %o hold meetings in Washington or elsewhere for

travel erders from thelr respective homes to the meeting places even
though they are not regular employees of the Government; or will it
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vides as follows:

sonstrued to prohibit the payment of expenses of sny officer or
smployes of the Gpvernment in the discharge of his offisial duties.”
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There is nothing in the Emorgemey Rellef Appropristion Ast of
1935, 1O Stat, 115, exempting frem this restriotion emergency fumds
allotted to the Rurel Eleetrification Administration.

In desision of Pebruary 25, 1935, 1 Comp. Gem. 638, to the
Fedorel lousing Administration, holding that the quoted Joint
Resolution prohibited the use of Federal funds for expemses of gather-
ings fer the purpose of conduoting & oampaign %o indues property owmn-
ers to take advantage of the provisions of the National Housing Aet,
it was stated that,

"There seems very little if any room for doudt as to the masenable
woaning and legal effeet of suoh language. Simply stated, it is that
no convemtion or other form of assemblage or gatheriang may be
fed, conveyed, or furnished trensportation at Covernment expense wnless
subhority therefor is epecificelly grented by law,"
.a*&tﬂuﬂgﬁq.h.m.

You are advised that the emergeney funds allotted to the Rural
Eleotrification Adninigtration sre not availadble for the traveling
expenses of priwate citizens to the proposed meetings referred teo
in your letter, thet is, of perecms who are not boma fide offieers
or employoes with "offieisl duties” to porform.

Sxeoutive Order No. 7037, dated Nay 11, 1935, establishing the
Rural Eleotrificetion Aduinistration, provides in part as follows:

“In the performnce of sush duties and funetions
we dovely Suthertast ur ¢ § ¢ (el comens, et
w.rnmnmmmmmymw
the Administrator) * * # and I hereby suthorize the Administretor
to aseept snd uwtilize such volmtary and woompensated services * » o)

This wording follows the terms of seotions 3 of the Emergemey

Reliesf Appropristion iot of 1935, L9 Stat, 117, 118,
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In view of this provision, if the Rural Rleetrification Ade

ninistration should definitely engage the services of selested individuals
uMmmmﬁuwmmmmmupsc
no ocompensatiom but would be reimbursed the cost of i reansportation and
peid & per diem in lisu of subsistence in accordance with the Standard-
iz0d Government Travel Regulatioms, the funds allosated te your Ade
ministretion for administrative expenses would be awvailable therefor.

This ocase is So be distinguished from the onse of the Federal
Housing Administretion considered in the declsiom of February 25,
1935, suprs, in which 1t was held that speakers could not bde employed
for the purpese of conducting & campaign. The terms of the National
Housing Act, under whioh the Federal Housing Administretion was orected
precluded such means of disseminating information regerding its purpese
and scope, whereas thers is me inhibition in the Emergency Relief Ap-
propriatien Aot of April 8, 1935, or in Bxecutive Order No. 703L, supre,
establishing the Rursl Fleotrificstion Administration, against the
euploymeut of persems to addrese meetinge held in furtherance of the
avthorised setivities of the Rurel Elsetrificetion Administration.

The questions prosented are snswered scoordingly.

Respectfully,

(8igned) J.R.McCerl

Comptroller General
of the United States,



