
478 DECI-SIONS OF THE COMPTKOLLEi;. 

IMPliOVKMENT MADE TO PRIVATE VUGPERTY. 

P.lyniciit for pl.aciiiy .a ivood.'ii il..,-,r hoifUr in n rooui rt;iito<l l>v a pnl.lic 
officer is not nutliorizo.l. 

{CoinptroUer Traant^cH to the fic.crciarn unci flinhuniiu/ nf/mit 
of the Paris .Expositinn, Fchruary IV, IS'Ji;.) 

I have received your letter of the luth instant, inclosing two 
account.^ which havcj been pre.scnted tc) you for paymcqt°froiii 
the appropiiattoii for tiie international Exposition at I'aris in 
lUOO, and askiug if you are authorized to pay the same. 

riENT OF ROOSrS AS CHAftlUERS. 47'J 

C>ne is a bill for jji?..̂  for a wooden lloor border placed in the 
office of the director of aflairs of the Exposition in Chicago. 
I am informed that the ollice is a rented onCj and not in n" 
building owned by the United States. 

I t has been held by this oftice that repairs to private prop­
erty are not usuallj' a proper charge against the Government 
(3 Comp. Dec, lOfi); and still less would be such a permanent 
Jm|>rovement to the lealty as is herein shown. The account 
should not be paid by you. 

The other claim, which is one of several presented to ynu 
for payment, is for tfl4,05 for furnishing blouse, pauts, iiud 
cap for a messenger Itoy, prestimably for a uniform. 

This account has been approved by the commissioner-gen­
eral, who by the act of .Inly 1, 1808, is authorized to " control 
the expenditures in-cUleut to and necessary for the i>roper 
installation and exhihit," which is therein provided for. I 
know of no hiw which forbids such an expenditure, mid what­
ever might be my views as to its necessity and proju^iety, the 
responsibility of determining whether this exi>ense is incident 
to and necessary for the purposes of the aet rests with the 
ofheer charged with its enforcement. 


