478 DECISIONS OF THE COMPTHOLLER.

IMEROVEMENT MADE TO PRIVATE PROTERTY.

Paywment for placing a womden foor havder iu a roem rentnd by g pullic
officer ix not authorizel,

( Conmptroller Trc_:t:urm:u to the seeretary and dishursing agent
of the Lavis Bxposition, February 16, 1809.)

I have received your letter of the 10th instant, inclosiug two
accounts which bave hieen presented to you tor payment {rons
the appropriation for the International Exposition at Paris in
1900, and asking if you are autborized 1o pay the same,
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RENT OF ROOMS AS CHAMUERS. 479

One is a bill for #33 for a wooden foor border placed in the
oftice of the dircctor of affairs of the Fxposition in Chicago.
I aw informed that the oilice is o rented one, and not in a
Bbuilding owned by the United States.

It has been held by this office that repairs to private prop-
erty are not usually a proper charge against the Govermnent
{3 Comp. Dec., 196); and still less wounld he sneh a perwanent
improvement to the reajty as is herein shown,  The acconnt
should uet be paid by you.

The other claim, whicl is one of severad presented to you
for paywment, is for 1445 for furnishiny blouse, pants, and
cap for a messenger boy, presumably for a unifuorm,

This acconnt has heen approved by the commissioner-gen-
eral, who by the act of July 1, 1598, is authorized to “ coutrol
the expenditures incident lo and nceessary for the proper
installation and exhibit,” whielk is therein provided for. 1
know ot no law which toebids such an expenditore, and what-
ever wight he my views as tn its necessity aud propriety, the
respousibilivy of detevmining whether this expeuse is incident,
to amd necessary for the porposes of the aet resgs wish the
officer charged with its enforcewent,



