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348 DECISIONS OF THE COMPTROLLER. 

EVIDENCE OF TITLE TO LANDS. 
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Wheu till? Attorney-Genoral, in p.Tssing upon tho validity of titles to prop, 
orty purcbaseJ by tbe United St.ite.s, certifies that the title will be 
good upon the release of certain mortgages, it is propel tli;it tho sufli. 
cieocy ol the rele.a.ses should bo decided by hiiu, and not by the Comp­
troller of the Treasury upoa the questiou ofthe payment for tlio laud. 

T K I L A S T ' S Y D E P A R T M E J J T , 

O F F I C E OF COMPTROLLEE. OF THE TKEASUEY, 

April 3, 1805. 
SiE: I am iw receipt, by your reference tlirougl) tbe Chief of 

Engineers, United States Army, of a letter from Capt. Tlieo. 
A. Bnighauijiuclosiug vouchers iii favor of Amauda C. Betliiuie 
and W. A. Bethuiie for ]aud.s purchased from them by tho 
United States in Colbert County, Ala., for the snm of !?;l,12r).5l). 
Sundry other papers are also iuclosed, You nsk whether pay­
ment can be made upon snid vouchers. 

On October 4, 1894, the Attorney-General, in a letter nd-
dre.ssed to you, said thiit the deed from said Bethunes to the 
U nited States would pas.s a good and valid title upon tlie release 
of two mortga.ges thereru mentionect. ileleases of two luoit-
gages, evidently those referred to by the Attorney-Geuenil, 
are inclosed among the papers sent by Cfiptam Bingham. I 
suppose the doubt as to the propriety of making payment arises 
upon the questiou of the validity of these releases. If so, it 
would seem that the i)roper couise to follow is to submit the 
releases to the Attorney-General for his oj.uuiou, as he is by 
law charged with the respousibility of investigating the title 
to property before pfiyment is made 

I f the Attorney-General does certify that the releases are in 
due form, payment of the voucher above referred to is author­
ized, provided evideuce is furnished.with the paymeut tluit at 
the time thereof no liens have been placed upon the property 
since the certificate of the Attorney-General was given. As 
that certificate is now five mouths old, it is uot at all improb­
able that there may be fresh lieus upon the property, such as 
taxes or judgments. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. B. BowLEE, 
Comptroller, 

The SECRETARY OF W A R . 


