GAO

United States
General Accounting Office
Washington, D.C. 20548

Accounting and Information
Management Division

B-261494
May 31, 1995

The Honorable Mark W. Neumann
House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Neumann:

This letter presents historical information on unobligated
balances! in budget accounts associated with proposed
rescission items in your draft bill.? As agreed with your
office, the enclosed tables present the fiscal year 1990
through 1994 unobligated balances reported for each account
as well as estimates for fiscal year 1995.

We were able to associate 100 budget accounts with items
listed in the draft bill. As shown in table 1, for each of
these accounts, we identified the presence or absence of
unobligated balances. Table 2 displays items from the draft
bill for.  which we were unable to identify a specific budget
account. Several factors precluded us from associating
specific budget accounts with such items in the draft bill.
In some cases, the draft bill listed specific programs or
projects (for example, the B-2 bomber) while the relevant
budget account structure emphasized cross-cutting functions
or activities (for example, Aircraft Procurement or Air
Force Research and Development). In other cases, the draft
bill listed specific programs or projects--for example,
earmarked grants--not clearly identifiable with a specific
federal budget account.

For the accounts in table 1 which reported unobligated
balances, table 3 presents amounts of these balances for

. fiscal years 1990 through 1995. The 1995 estimates were

determined by the cognizant agencies as of December 1994 and
were provided to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
as part of each agency's fiscal year 1996 budget submission.
All data presented in this report were obtained from OMB's
automated budget system, which is used to prepare the

'Unobligated balances are amounts of budgetary resources
that remain available for obligation. In the letter, we
distinguish between such balances which expire at the end
of a fiscal year and those carried over to the next year.

Discussion draft, dated May 4, 1995.
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President's annual budget request. We did not independently
verify the data.

As agreed with your office, unless you publicly announce the
contents earlier, we plan no further distribution until 30
days from the date of this letter. At that time, copies
will be made available to others upon request.

We hope this information meets your needs. If you have any
questions, please call me at (202) 512-9142 or Michael J.
Curro, assistant director, at (202) 512-2991. The major
contributors to this work were John Mingus and Linda Baker.

Sincerely yours,

wn (/UU“
Sasan J. Irving
ssociate Diirector
Budget Issues

Enclosures

(935161)
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B-261494

Table lI: Items in the Draft Bill for Which
Accounts Could Not Be ldentified

Citation in Program, project or activity
Draft Blll
Page Line
Subtitie A
18 10-24 General Provisions
Subtitle B
Small Business Adminstration
24 18 Earmarked Grants
24 19 Grants for Tree Planting
Subtitle C
Department of Defense-Military
27-29 multiple all
Subtitie G
Department of Labor
39 14 Targeted jobs tax credit adminstrative costs
39 16 Job Training Partnership Act training grants for low-income youth
39 . 18 Cther Job Training Partnership Act programs
Department of Health and Human Services
40 10 Community Economic Development
40 11 National Youth Sports
40 12 Rural Housing
40 13 Farmworker Assistance
40 14 Technical Assistance
40 15 Demonstration Partnership program
Department of Education
42 3 Law-related education (educational improvement)
42 10 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards
42 21 Assistance to Guam
42 24 Cooperative Education
42 25 Eisenhower leadership program
43 1 Law School Clinical Experience
43 4 National Early Intervention Scholarships
43 6 Teacher corps
Subtitle H
Department of the Treasury
45 21 General Provisions
Subtitle |
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
92 3-22 all

Page 12 GAO/AIMD-95-155R Unobiligated Balances
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Ordering Information

The first copy of each GAO report and testimony is free.
Additional copies are $2 each. Orders should be sent to the
following address, accompanied by a check or money order
made out to the Superintendent of Documents, when
necessary. Orders for 100 or more copies to be mailed to a
single address are discounted 25 percent.

Orders by mail:

U.S. General Accounting Office
P.C. Box 6015
Gaithersburg, MD 20884-6015

or visit:

Room 1100

700 4th St. NW (corner of 4th and G Sts. NW)
U.S. General Accounting Office

Washington, DC

Orders may also be placed by calling (202) 512-6000
or by using fax number (301) 258-4066, or TDD (301) 413-0006.

Each day, GAO issues a list of newly available reports and
testimony. To receive facsimile copies of the daily list or any
list from the past 30 days, please call (301) 258-4097 using a
touchtone phone. A recorded menun will provide information on
how to obtain these lists.
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