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The nonorable Paul S. Sarpanes
bmc:o states Senate DO NOT MAKE AVAILABLE TO PUBLIC READING

FOR 30 DAYS
Dear Senator Sarpanes:

This responds to your letter of ieoruarcy &, 1985,
concerning the protest of Harvey L. Aaler, Presiaent of
conservco, Inc., regaralny a bla submittea to the Vepartment of
Agriculture under invitation for bids No. 431-3K15-84. The
solicitation coverea opoller instailation at the Agricultural
kesearch Center in beltsville, marylana. You state that
ar. Adler requests a meetiny wlth tne parties involvea ana an
lavestiyacion.

Mr., Aaler submitted a pbid protest to this Otfice on this
matter, alleging gnat the sgeciiications in Juestion unauly
restricted competition and favorea a singie nanufacturer. The
Comptroller General Lssuea a ceclision denying tne protest on
Lecember b, 1984, copy enclosea. Conservco's remedies with
regara to this particular protest appear to ve foreclosea
pecause Mmr. Aaler dia not submit a4 timely request for either a
conterence Or reconsideration of the decision.

Investligations are not generally part Of our bla gprotest
function. we ao, however, generally nold conferences on the
Nerits Or yrotests at the reguest ot a protester or any
interestea party. Under the proceaures in effect at the time of
Conservco's protest, conference regquests were reguired to bpe
made within 10 days atter the protester received the agency
report, sSo that matters coula pe aiscussea oefore we closad tne
record and proceedea to decision. See 4 C.F.R. § 21.7 (1954).

Additionally, requests for reconsideration must be filea no
later than 10 days after the basis for recongsiaeration 1s known
or should have oeen known, whichever is earlier, and must
speclity any error or fact or law that would warrant overruling
or moaifyinyg our original decision. & C.F.R. § 21.9(b).
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If wr. Adler nas occasion to protest 1in the future, 1t may
oe neipful tOr nim to know that our new Bi1a Protest Regulations
etfective January 15, 1985, require conference requests to be
mage within an even shorter time ana Llnipose the same 10-day
limit on requests for reconsiaeration. See 49 Fed. Reg. 49,417
(19¥84) (to oe coaitied at 4 C.F.R. Part 21). A copy of our
newly revised bia protest booklet, wnich includes a copy of the
new regulations, 1s aiso enclosea.

we currently are consiaering a protest by Superior Boiler
works, Irc. on a separate but similar procurement £or boilers by
the Department of agriculture; we will send you a copy of that
decision, B-210647Z, 1pon 1ts issuance.

I trust this answers your inquirv.

sincerly yours,

T )@7@
v

konald Berger
Deputy Associate
General Counsel
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