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We refer to your l.ettu'& of July l& and 20. 1972, cm behalf of Boeton 
Puuaatice. Inc. (:BP), protutin_g aaa.hst ·the op.entng of biu under inlfi­
tadona for bida fPNTP-B-&-466'12 ... A .. 7 .. 20 .... 72 .. -1!~46.S.83-A-7-21-72. and -:&6-
39610-ltA. .... 7-27.,..72.·• .all iiususd by th'! Ge?teral Sertiw Adtdn.i&tration (GSA). 

Th~ prote•t ~th respe.~t. to invitation _.4669.2' has bean wtthdrmm, and 
GSA canceled invitatiGn -46583 On. th-*\ basis th.at a teehnical. reviev s~ved 
the pu-rcbue dueripMcn fer the ice. in~l"ted to b8 ·indA!quate and t'estri~­
t1ve for com.,.titive biddiui. There retaains· fot' conrddii!l:iltioo., ·then, only 
the prote11t concern.in~ invitation -l96Ul. · 

lnvitatiou -39610 anticipated the award of .a daflti:Lte qu:mtity 0011-

tract. ·for pull tutet:' kits, awaged cabla tenzinal, on •brand =•e 01.' 
equal baa is. lids ~e to be op-'ned on July . 27, 1912 t and that e•ent 
took place. a sctheduled n:otwitbetCUl.dins JP'• protest. "Jl,P, itt its lettet' 
of. July 17, 1972., u GSA, ·cent~ th.at th~ invitation ia Hin .uceaa of 
the 11eeds of the. agency in ·that the pul!'Ch~e des~ript:lon as writ.ten ill 
•c "fagu., incoeplate &n:d ccmtradi,ct1>ry that it rutric~e competition. to 
the brand nae referenced only.# In support of this propcisition, the 
latter OUtlinea SOM 18 a1'e&S Alleged tO be Clfeficiat. in _SOile regttd .. 

The· alleg•d. defici.enc:ies ~Htl'e reVie.v6d l>y the e.ame GSA te;ehnieal ac­
tirlty vhich concurred ,.,1th :spill views ·reg.,ding inrltat:(on -46583.. The 
technical report of th.at ac'tiVity, a copy Qf vhich wu furnished to you 
by our O.ff.i.e.e, vu an it.ea by i-cew. rebvtt:Al of BP.,s position and was the: 
bui1e for th.a contrac:tin.g of fiC.e:t' • s c,enclua!Qn. that tl' 's . allegations wer\l 
without aarit, ·and. that th~ purcha1;1e d~crtption wu ·s¥.ffiC!ie-n:t for com­
petitive biddintv"" From: our re'Vi.$0' of thtt'ft'eport--u. ~o ·vnicb y.ou of feted 
no COllBlents--11• cannot say that. findinseftt ·re~hed th.etein .did not consti­
tute • eat1•factery reply to yout' allegations. 
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Ih•:4etendnat1on of. the Govamtieri:t~s.needs .alld the draftitt~ of gpec­
iftcat$co.s to meet those. W\•ecls are resp~atbilitiea vuted in th~ :proct&re­
mea~ activity ·ad not OU.r Off iee.~ Cone~quently, wif:wi 11. not question the 
•cd·ona of the 'p:rocurement activity i~ these ar~as 'unless it is cle,~;ly 
•llM ·t'b.•t the -.ad.ldnistr.ative diecreti~·.:wu ahuaed ... See n-1751S3,r.A.pdl 20. 
1912 ... .- ·. No s~;•h~fng hos· b.een.··prasen.ted het"a and, thus~ we canni;>t. conclude 
t1l•t ~he ·aped.fic&tiQlUI coriPlained of dQ: not represent the legi~itute nneds 
of ·the· GO'le~t-. · · 

.. ::;.:.'. 

·Sh~ ve '.~ot .concl~th.at .~he BP .. position hu ~dt or that the 
cmtracthg: of U~r vae remiss iri relying· on the .advice of the technical 
activity '(iee ..._1751'~3,. eµpr•) ,. the proteat .is denied.. . · 

.··. 

V•r}I' truly yours·, 

PAUL G •. DEMB11NG 

'.'.roi'The Comptroller Ceneis.l 
of the ... tinited .. · $.tatu 
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