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MATTER OF: 

DIGEST: 

Colonel I, USAF 

Air Force Qttlcft'r claims r~im.bursement 
for using rented com.mercial •ircraf't 
under blanket t$.pOrary duty travel 
order which stated tha.t wrttten jttstifiea .. 
tation tnuiat be filed for each us.e er sueh 
special eonveyanc·e and such conv~yance 
would be authori~ed only ll order issuing I 
approving official specifically endors~d 
order !Ot' each trip, which flndo~~eprnnts 
and justitlcations were not made~'· Regard­
less of possible application of DOD lnstrue­
t!Qll 4800. SB which prohibit$ use ot leased 
cornmerelal atrcraft without prope-r author~ 
lu.tion. und~r paragraph M4405, Volume 1. 
Joint Travel llegulations {l JTR) metnber 
is not entitled to reimburs~ment since htil 
did not have req.uired approval for use of 
rented aircraft. '!'bus member ls entit1€d 
only to mileage allowan<!e for trav~l at per­
scns.1 expense. 1 JTR, paragraph M4203-3a. 

This action is in respons~ to a letter dated September 3, 1975, 
from. .Major F. L. Kyle. U~F /1 Chief, Accounting and Finan.cf.· 
Divlaion, Patrick Air Foree Be~"'· Flllt>ida.. reouesting an advancE:! 
decision as to whether Colond , USAF. 
. • may be reimbursed for cna:rge-s .ne mcurred 

for the rental ot a prlvate airel'att incident to tenrporary duty 
travel he p<arformed, '!'he request was assigned. !>DTA TAC 
Control No. 16-S a.ad forwarded here. by Per DietT.t Travel and 
Transporta.tion · Altowaric e Com.mittee ~mdors~.n7.tent dat~d 
February 41 1076. 

"!he subm.i.Sslon indi.cat19s that Colonel perform>.:>d 
temporary duty dur1ng May and June 1974» oo riva separate 
oecaaioris using a rent-ed private a.ireraft to'l" which he·was re.im­
bursed the rental coat. On Ootob~!l" 1. 1974, the m~m.b~r was 
eharg.ed $800. 36 by the Air Force. which re.pr-es-ents overpayrn~nt 
for the difference between the actual l"ental cost of the .aircraft 
and the construebd mUeagB for the trips at 5 cents per mile. 
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1.'he l!ta•l• of the determmati• of the m-emher•s bld~bted!uuua 
.,.. that the ab"onft in qlle&ltim was a. e~nu~rcla.l atrcrdt 
within Ul"f: oocnext of th~ D'Epartm.ent of o~r~ue tnatructio.n 
4!08. Sl,VFebnaatT 12. 1m. That mstrueuon ~ibit• th-e 
leaa~. coatraot. ~r. or oth.-er procur6m.ent ot eomm.ereial 
a1rCraft bf Ikpartinent et .D:efense c-o:mp<raenta eX.ee})t 1f'b.en a 
de•lpated &'1tbority of ~ eanponent eoncef!'fled .bu dt:term'ined 
t!lat the- \\le· of aucll aircraft i.s e•a~ial to th(l! accompliftnt.ent 
cl the mi••ion or i• the most coat ef!ecttv·t- methoi ot n.ttafying 
ttw movezxul!M :r~i-emeJlt. ud.. in th-0 cas~ ()f aequia.tticn by 
lea•e ~ ccnt.raet. nen •dva.ac~ approval by the approprtat~ 
Qalef of Staff bu be!!!ll o'btatn~d and J1Cti.fi.qat1cn t4 itrt~t to 
procure· the a!reftft fOr aoeh purpoae baa been t.iven to both of 
the Approprlatlm• Cor.nmit~d et the Cc.meres& ud the Assist .. 
&at Secntar:r of ~tense- Clutallattou and Lf:wtstlc•). No 8\1Cb 
approqt or aotlfleatln we.a: Jiv011 in lh:i• ~a•{'1. 

Oa tlt.e otb,ft' 1*ld. Ule ftbm.taalm incUcat-ea t.!!&t para• 
paJO M«G:s.,-veJ:mne. t. J'oittt Tnvel Re·gulatiOIUI {t JTR). 
wbich cone~l"ldJ th., author.11a.tl<wr.J: tor th~ hire: ·of ~tal eon-
vqMees. bu:lutlinJr aircraft. m t-empora17 duty travel •. !f e• 
no retunce to the ~eat Of OOD hastraetk.11 t5DO. S fer 
ccmm4rclally rented •inrtft.. Therefor~_. It iii aalred whGct , er 
eollfftlon ot tlae e~tl'OU paymdts 81\wld b~ Pl!r~d ... 

The prari.um. f:if the JiJint 'l'rav~t .Repla.tiona. iasued 
~ to s., tr. s. c. 40.'v< t.9'10}- authorf :ing the ··~ or spM?ia'l 
ceavquce• for tra•.:l ct m~1m~n of the uiformed s.erJ:lcl\)s 
are foaad. bl parqntph MUOS.¥-Sub~ragraph MMOJ.-1 V 
(eh•Dfe ll'f. F~b?'Rq t. lMU. in ~ffeqt at th-e time of 
Celmel : tr&ve~ pl"OVide<i 1meta.Uy that the- e!ftcial 
dl7eclin.C tr&Yftl tnaf authori•~ or approve th~ hi'°e by a mlJ'ml'>er 
ot a spee-1a1 conv~e nch u •n., .. JiNt'a.ft for travel and tem,po­
"*17 daty. ~ 'M"95·2Y(®.bfe 2$9. J':aJWU'.7' l, 1WJ!) 
11tect.f1c.U,. provides as follow• concem:m, th~ \1Be-· of t11Ch a. 
apeclal ccm.~e for travel b~twe-en du\y stat10il.8t 

,.The ottlelal directing the t-r.•vel may 
aut~e er .appNYe tra.vel by #pecial 
~vquce to, ~. er betw~en duty 
statiO.Hl; ~ith.-e-r PfJrm&~nt w- temporary~ 
uncler oil"damab:llce-• not penrutting tra-Yel 
by th~ \IUlual meus of tran•port•tion, or 
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when he bas det~rmhl<:d that the use of 
special eoavi!yanc~ is adn$«eou.a to 
the Gove-nm:i:mt. Reimhur-•~~t will 
he autbori~mf fOl" the tcta.l ~qw..ns~ 
!neurred bl the u.e of •uoh eonveyt.nce,. .. 

648 

Tht" airel'tft r~~me-d by Colon.11!1 wu ua-ed !or travel 
bf?tween P1lin Air FOl'C(l· But... Wr.fght• PattBHon Ail" Fore{! Ease. 
Cohu:nhu, Ohio. and Aadrns Air Force- Base und~r a blanket 
trav~l order dated J'"'bftMlrf 2?, 1914,. explt-ing Jun-e 30, 1&14. 
authorlzmg him to trav~l ~ E1Un Ail" .Forca:· :Su('). Florida. to 
any poit)t in th~ contbt<'i?Jltal lbnit• of th-0 United. Stat.es aftd return 
to r~lin Air Force Base. in cori:neetlon with his duty as PinctCI"", 
Gtlided Botr1bs SPO.. While that ord~.1" did not dir.eet tr.av'1S1 by 
any p&rti®lar mod.92_.. it cl~ly kldieated that the hlre Of.&. $pootat 
eutvqtnee- was &tlth~i~~ uwb~n thiS o.rder is indors.ed tor a 
•pec:lflc trip bf illt orde,.. lasu1f/.•i!rov.5 offtcial, making th.e 
•JM!cifie authortt:ationls) appitc~~.~ tb;:Qfd:qr fiirtn~r stated 
that each time the order ts se en.dor•ed. a stt?arate letter of 
jvstitlcatioa muat be prepar~d ud fU~-d ln tb.e· otfie~ of the order 
ll•tJma/approvitJg otttelal. m thi8 connection the reccra lnelud~s 
a statemeitt dat:oo July .S~ uns, by Coloti.el H. L. ~tau.no., USAF• 
th~ ord!'r !•suing/approving official fOI' Celond -·· . ___ ........ . 
trav~l ord~ s.tatmg that ba.d Cdcnd r€q_u~st~d, and 
justifled a-e advamageous to- illP. Gov-emment,. uu f)( special 
con~~- In aecordane:.e Y.lth pangl'aph M4405_.'fl JTJR. tor 
temporan dutT travel. he woald .ha.ve amendfrd t~ndorsed) 
Col•el ' order to attthoriz·~ use ct 1pecial eonv-eyattctJ. 
BoweYttr, Colona dld not rri.akill such a request and 
the requlrf!d endc:>rsenu:,.ata Wf?re not n:;-ade- and the lett;ers of 
juatlfication we-re. n.d filed for his US'!! of. the rental aircraft. 

Colon~l , in a &tat~ent -anclt')!N~d with th.e s:ubrPission, 
indic*h• that M did not request cnd~ee-mi!tlt Qf his orders by thee 
order laoine/approvtng Official beean~n:· be ns advia~d by a non ... 
001r..mi8•ica~ offieer· a.t the .Eglin Air Force Base Travel Pay 
<'.tflce that it would not be necessary .. 

While it m•y b<! that Colon~l wu mitdafonned by 
a maeommisstm.ff etttc~r in the T:ravet PtA,- Section. hl.sJ trav<?l 
order clearty ltid.lea.tecl tb~ r~.qm:reinent fo~ the order iSsuirtg/ 
approvinf official. te atttbor.ize th~ ns~ of a apeeial eoav~J'anee. 
Aa la bdicated .00.e_. tmdnr 1 JTR~ paragraph M•@S,'f'aueh 
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autborlutlcm ia rt:~r~ to ~titl~ th~ i:nember to reimb~;inent 
for the: total e~tl incurred for th~ -.~ of $1kh a cuz~iaee. 
ColClllel did. not bay~ att¢h .altthorf~at1®. Th~l"~·, 
rep.rdle.u ~· what th~ t"Jfect of the pziOterlptiea m OOD tnetruc-
tioa 4ff0 .. 38 ·· · be. ColQ.Qel la prJZel\'lded by para· 
vapb »IC05,. 1 JTf4 from MlDf r#bnbi:traed for. th~ f\tll .ape.nae 
incan'ed tor ~ u•ce ot th~ l"fil'!ttl. aircraft. · Be ta ~titled only I 
to the S centa pe~ mile Atborizf:d by t. JTR, pangnph Mf2.03-k 
(chaafe 24-1, eotobl!l:r t. 1&'13). for ~vel pe:rfornie.d at pe.raonat 
e::pe•e. Acco.t"dingly .. · eolled:hm or th~ ove~e.nt should be 
coatblut:d.. 

While we do~ find tt n~~u•:r, to detenn111e wh~er D-l."'i.D 
IMtra.ct:lm 4500. ·it~_;trl~ts t~ u.i;~ ct :r·ent~d aireraft as &p.:1cial 
CGavElJ&*e• uder l- iT R ... par~ M4.40ria cCJm.~ctlcn with the 
~pcfitioo of this eu~~ Uthe .l5'1~pirtment fihda that the r-0.strictlons 
Ol that inetnretion sbOW.d be appli~d to aircraft ~-ntabl uwl~r th~ 
Jotrn Travel Bi:f:pla.tlen•• specific T.e.f~rt~nce to tb4'~ r~atr!cUans 
-.hcald ~ in~te-d m the r~Umia t() prOVidt..t appropriat~ 
notlf!e-atioa to all p&l"ti~• concerned. 

. I . ....,K&LLER 
.R.J~ . . 
~···· 

~·"· COl'nptrcUer G~tt€t'al 
of the United State& 
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