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A transferred smployes was authorized to move his household
goods under a govarnmant bill of lading (GBL)., He chose to
sove himself, and, although directed by the agency to do so,
did not obtain weight certificates. The agency denied his
ciaim due to the lack of weight certificates. The lack of a
weight certificate does not affact the smployea's
reinbursement for moving his own goods when the GBL method
‘is authorized so long as the evidence indicaces that he
actually incurred the sxpenses incident to the move and his
total actual expenses do not exceed what the government
estimates it would have paid to move tha estimated weight of
the goods by commercial caryier under a GBL.

DECISION

This decision is in responsc to a reguest for an advance
decision concerning raimburscement for expenses incurred by
Mr. Ray R. Schuler, an employee of the United States
Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Sexvice (£¢8),
for the movement of his housghold goods pursuant to a
permanant changa ot station. For the reasons that tollow,
Mr. Schuler may bs reimbursed.

Mr. Schulsxr was transferred from Renton, Washington, to
Olympia, Washington, by traval authorization dated June 10,
1993. He was authorized to ship 6,000 pounds of household
goods by the ,Otﬂll exXpense wmethod (government bill of
lading) (GBL)" at an estimated cost of 31,847.62. The

'The regquer” was submittod by Sandra 8. Williams, an
Authorized oertifying Officer, United Statas Deapartmant of
Agricultur. Office of Finance and Management, National
Finance (¢ v, rasference: F5D~1 RJP.

2UHdlf\th. GBL method, the govarnment, not the employee, is
the shipper and the government pays the carriar the
applicable transportation charges. 41 C.F.,R. § 101-40.203-
2(a) (1993).
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travel authorization also states that shipment of household
goods is "based on actual weight receipts.®

Mr. Schuler chose to move his own household goods and rented
a moving van on three sesparate occasions bestwesen July 17,
and August 21, 1993, and has claimed $295.26 plus $8.84 for
mileage, He did not obtain weight certificates, but ha did
submit receipts for the truck rentals. Tha agency
disallowed Mr. Schuler's claim since, dus to the lack of
weight certificates, neither a General Services
Aduinistration (GSA) cost comparison, nor the total weight
¢f the goods transported could be determined, The agancy
concludes that it has no point of reference to datersine ir
Mr. Schuler sxcesded his authorized weight allowance. Thus,
the agency questions whether it should reimburse Mr. Schuler
the actual axpanses ha incurred on the three separate truck
rentals, or just pay for a one-time trip rental.

Mr, Schuler argues that, under the guidance issued by the
50il Conservation Service for transfer allowances and
ralocation inforaation, SCS-FNM-38, there is no requirement
for waight certificates under the GBIl method when an
employes moves his household goods himself by rental truck.

Wa agree with Mr. Schuler's veading of the Soil Consarvation
Sarvicae's guidance. The SCS Transfer Allowances and
Relocation booklet in ssction IV does not require a wesight
certificate axcept under the Commuted Rate method. Tha
guidance undar the Actual Expenses (GBL)} method states that
payment is limited to actual expenses (g,gq,, truck rental,
packing materials, gasoline, etc.j, not to exceed the amount
established for shipment under a GBL.

This guidance is consistent with regqulations of the General
Services Administration (GSA). Under GSA's Centralized
Household Goods Traffic Management Frogram when an agency
determines that an employee's household goods shall be moved
under the GBL method and the employee chooses to move the
goods himself, ha is entitled to be reimbursed the actual
axpenses he incurs for such items ac truck rental, gasolina,
and tolls, not to exceed what it would have cost the
government to move the goods by the lowest cost commercial
carrier under a GBL., 41 C.F.R. § 101-40.203-2(d) (1993);

. B=256126, May 4, 199%4; Allan

, B-246581, Apr. 9, 1992;

C. Harvis and Lance S, Mamiva
Faustine W, Lopez, B-232600, Aug. 3, 1989.
Applying the ragulation to Mr., Schuler's case, we find that

the evidence available supports the conclusion that he
actually incurred the experses claimed for using the rental
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vehicles to move his household qoodl.’ Since the amount he
has claimed of $295.26 is less than the eatimated amount of
$1,847,82, as determined by the agency to move the goods by
commercial carrier under a GBL, he may be reimbursed the
total amount of his actual exvenses.

As to the mileags charge of $8.48, if it rslates to the use
of Mr. Schuler's privately ownad vehicle in traveling to his
new duty station, it is allowabls, However, if it relates
to the rantal truck, it should be disallowed. Ses Mark A.
Smith, B-228813, Sept, 14, 1986.

/e/ Seymour Efros
for Robsrt P. Murphy
Acting General Counsel

sﬁ.. Q.nxgg M. lrarmis, B-250002, Aug. 26, 1993, where an

employee's claim was supported only by a receipt for a cash
payment -ignod by a friend. We denied the claim as too
doubtfu). in view of a lack of a certified waight certificate
or othe: valid rtcciptn. The Karmis decision is
distincuishable from the present case since Mr. Schuler has
furnished receipts for the truck rentals.
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