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Rimco Industries
protests
the award of a contract
to
Check-Mate
Industries
under request
for proposals
(RFP)
No. DAAA09-86-R-0352,
issued by the U.S. Army Armament,
Munitions
& Chemical Command, Rock Island,
Illinois.
The
RFP sought offers
on 754 small storage
racks.
Rimco argues
that it should have been awarded the contract
since the Small
Business Administration
(SBA) issued it a Certificate
of
Competency (COC).
We dismiss
the protest.
Rimco submitted
the low offer
in response to the initial
request
for best and final
offers,
and the agency referred
it to SBA for possible
issuance of a COC. Rimco subsequently
claimed that its offer
contained
a mistake.
The contracting
officer
requested
a second round of best and final
offers;
Check-Mate was the low offeror
this time.
The contracting
officer
awarded a contract
to Check-Mate on October 28,
1986.
The agency neglected
to inform SBA of this,
however,
and SBA apparently
issued the protester
a COC on December 19,
even though that firm was no longer the low offeror
and the
award had already
been made to the other firm.
While it is indeed unfortunate
that the contracting
agency
did not inform SBA that Rimco was no longer the low offeror,
Rimco has not stated
a ground of protest
upon which relief

may be granted.
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Rimco simply was not the low offeror
award when the COC was issued.
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