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Ekither an association of shin ooeratina companies nor a labor 
oraanization comprised of shio operatinq commny employees is an inter- 
ested oativ eligible to brinq a protest since the Cmmetition in 
%ntrac%ini Act of 1984 litits the definition of interested oarties to 
actual or orosoective bidders or offerors. 

The American Karitime Officers Service (AFK)S), toqether with the 
District 2, Narinc JXnqineers Beneficial Association-Associated Maritime 
Officers, AFL-CIO (District 21, protest any award under solicitation 
hb. N00033-86-R-4006, issued bv the Military Sealift Commnd (MSC), 
tkr>artment of the Navy. Tl-te motesters challenge clauses in the solici- 
tation m-ovidinq for the disclosure and evaluation of offerors' proposed 
commsa%ion for professional e~@oyees on the ground that doing so will 
imime on their interest in free collective bargaining; We dismiss the 
protest. 

Ihder the (lotnoetition in Gmtractina Act of 1984 (CICAS), 31 1J.S.C. 
$ 3551, et seq. (Sups. II 19841, a protest may be brought only bv an -- 
"interested oarty,," defined as an "actual or prosmxtive bidder or 
offeror whose direct economic interest would be affected bv the award of 
the contract or bv failure to award the contract." 31 rJ.S.C. S 3551(2). 
The statutory definition is reflected in our Rid Protest Requlations, 
4 %,r.R. S 21.0(a) (1986). &cor?inqlv, as of January 15, 1985, the 
effective date of subtitle "D" of CICA, only protests filed by mrties 
within this definition can be consider&. *ee Polycon Corm, -64 camp. 
Gen. 523 (19841, 85-1 C.P.D. !I 567. 

.?@KE is an unincorporated association whose mmbership consists of ship 
operating corqxnies that are Ftential offerors on this procurement. As 
AK% itself is not a potential offeror on the procurement, it is not an 
interested party as defined by CICA and our Remlations. see Northwest 
Forest Workers Association-Reconsideration, B-218891.2, Jz 14, 1985, 
85-l C.P.D. 'I 685 (trade association is not an interested party). 



n  

District 2  is a  l abo r  orgsniz., ,  a ,- ; 0 1  d ? o s C  m e m b - tsk!? i .nf' i:Ctt: i.n  par ,  
m a r i n e  o fficers  e m p loyed  by  sh ip  o p e r a tin g  c o m p a n i e s . D i~ ;r~ c t 2  a lso  is 
n o t a  p o te n tia l  o ffe ro r  a n d  th u s  a lso  is n o t a n  in terested p a r ty. S e e  
N a tio n a l  F e d e r a tio n  o f F e d e r a l  E m p loyees  Loca l  2 0 4 9 , B - 2 2 0 8 3 8 , 0ct.T; 
1 9 8 5 , 8 5 - 2  C .P .D. lT 4 5 4  ( u n i o n  local  r e p r e s e n tin g  e m p loyees  is n o t a n  
in terested p a r ty). 

T h e  p r o test is d ismissed.  

D e p u ty Assoc ia te  
G e n e r a l  Counse l  

P a g e  2  B - 2 2 4 4 8 0  




