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A d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e s  to  move a p o r t i o n  of 
h o u s e h o l d  goods i n t o  temporary q u a r t e r s  
f o r  u s e  as  f u r n i t u r e ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e r e  t o  a 
p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  new d u t y  
s t a t i o n ,  may be c o n s i d e r e d  t e m p o r a r y  
quarters  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  required t o  
f u r n i s h  t h e  q u a r t e r s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  
e m p l o y e e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
w i t h i n  t h e  maximum amoun t  allowed f o r  
t e m p o r a r y  quarters s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s .  
Moving e x p e n s e s  t o  f u r n i s h  t e m p o r a r y  
q u a r t e r s  are d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f rom costs 
i n c u r r e d  t o  move a n d  store h o u s e h o l d  goods 
i n  a n  u n i n h a b i t e d  p o r t i o n  of t e m p o r a r y  
q u a r t e r s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  r e i m b u r s a b l e  w i t h -  
o u t  a receipt  s h o w i n g  e x p e n s e s  f o r  a g i v e n  
w e i g h t  of h o u s e h o l d  qoods w i t h i n  t h e  maxi -  
mum a l lowed f o r  t e m p o r a r y  storage a n d  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  s torage.  

M r .  Aa ron  L. H o w e ,  a c i v i l  e n g i n e e r  employed  b y  t h e  
F o r e s t  Service, may be r e i m b u r s e d  h o u s e h o l d  goods d r a y a g e  
e x p e n s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  maximum allowable for t e m p o r a r y  quarters 
s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  since e x p e n s e s  were i n c u r r e d  t o  move 
some o f  h i s  h o u s e h o l d  goods i n t o  h i s  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  a t  
h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  i n  l i e u  o f  r e n t i n g  f u r n i t u r e ,  a n d  
l a t e r  i n t o  h i s  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e .  

Mr. H o w e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  W a r r e n ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  to  
Reno, Nevada, i n  November 1983. H e  r e n t e d  a n  a p a r t m e n t  i n  
Reno as  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  r e n t i n g  f u r n i t u r e  
h e  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  4 ,630  p o u n d s  of h i s  house -  
ho ld  goods w h i c h  had  b e e n  t r a n s p o r t e d  f rom h i s  f o r m e r  d u t y  
s t a t i o n .  H e  placed t h e  res t  o f  h i s  h o u s e h o l d  goods, 7 ,970 
p o u n d s ,  i n t o  t e m p o r a r y  s to rage .  When h e  o c c u p i e d  h i s  
p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Reno i n  A p r i l  1984 ,  h e  moved h i s  
h o u s e h o l d  goods f r o m  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  and  f rom s to rage  i n t o  
t h a t  r e s i d e n c e .  
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Mr. H o w e  i n c u r r e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e  of $33 t o  h a u l  
t h e  h o u s e h o l d  goods t o  h i s  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  a n d  d r a y a g e  of 
$308.55 to move them f r o m  t h e r e  t o  h i s  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e .  

We h a v e  h e l d  t h a t  f u r n i t u r e  r e n t a l  should be c o u n t e d  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  l o d g i n g  costs t o  e s t a b l i s h  a reim- 
b u r s a b l e  per diem r a t e  when t h e  e m p l o y e e  r e n t s  a n  a p a r t m e n t  
f o r  e x t e n d e d  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y .  See 53 Comp. Gen. 730 (1973). 
Tempora ry  q u a r t e r s  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  may be reimbursed 
w h i l e  t h e  e m p l o y e e  a n d  f a m i l y  a re  a w a i t i n g  t h e i r  move i n t o  a 
p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  i n c l u d e  r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t s  a c t u a l l y  
e x p e n d e d  f o r  l o d g i n g ,  meals, a n d  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  costs. 
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  f u r n i s h i n g  a n  a p a r t m e n t  is a r e i m b u r s a b l e  
l o d g i n g  e x p e n s e  when t e m p o r a r y  quar te rs  upon r e l o c a t i o n  are 
i n v o l v e d ,  j u s t  a s  it is  f o r  p e r  diem when t h e  e m p l o y e e  i s  o n  
t e m p o r a r y  d u t y .  

The a u t h o r i z e d  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  r e q u e s t i n g  our deci- 
sion i n f o r m a l l y  a d v i s e d  u s  t h a t  M r .  H o w e  was a u t h o r i z e d  
60 d a y s  o f  temporary quarters f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  f a m i l y  a n d  
t h a t  h e  o c c u p i e d  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  f o r  t h i s  period w i t h  h i s  w i f e  
and d a u g h t e r .  The a d d e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  cost o f  moving t h e  
h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s  t o  a n d  f rom t h e  a p a r t m e n t  was $341.60 
($33.05 + $308.55), which  a p p e a r s  t o  be a r e a s o n a b l e  cost 
s i n c e  f u r n i t u r e  r e n t a l  was estimated a t  a cost o f  $ 2 1 5  a 
month.  S i n c e  t h i s  cos t  was i n c u r r e d  f o r  t h e  sole p u r p o s e  o f  
f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s ,  w e  v i e w  i t  a s  r e a s o n a b l e  
l o d g i n g  cost i n c i d e n t  t o  o c c u p a n c y  o f  t e m p o r a r y  quarters. 
Mr. H o w e  may p r o r a t e  t h i s  cost o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  h i s  
e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  and  
may be r e i m b u r s e d  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  maximum amount  a l l o w a b l e  
t h e r e f o r  u n d e r  t h e  f o r m u l a  set o u t  i n  F e d e r a l .  T r a v e l  Regu la -  
t i o n s ,  para.  2 - 5 . 4 ~  (Supp. 10,  e f f e c t i v e  November 14, 1983), 
i n c o r p .  b y  r e f . ,  41 C.F.R. S 101-7.003 (1984). 

p o s s i b i l i t y  of c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  a d d e d  d r a y a g e  costs as  tempo- 
r a r y  q u a r t e r s  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  b u t  a n  a u d i t  u n i t  had 
q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  would  be allowable b e c a u s e  
o f  our d e c i s i o n  S. D. Van Hoesen ,  B-187366, J u l y  6, 1977. 
I n  t h a t  dec i s ion ,  w e  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  e m p l o y e e  was n o t  e n t i t l e d  
to  r e i m b u r s e m e n t ,  a s  a t e m p o r a r y  s t o r a g e  e x p e n s e ,  o f  t h e  
costs o f  moving h i s  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s  i n t o  t h e  u n i n h a b i t e d  
rooms of h i s  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s .  W e  d i sa l lowed t h i s  cost 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs f o r  moving t h e  h o u s e h o l d  
g o o d s  t o  a n d  f rom t h e  t e m p o r a r y  qua r t e r s .  The p r e s e n t  case 

The a u t h o r i z e d  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  suggested to  u s  t h e  
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is  d i s t i n g u i s . , a b l e  because u n l i k e  t h e  facts  i n  t h a t  case 
Mr. H o w e  and h i s  f a m i l y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m e r e l y  s t o r i n g  t h e  
househo ld  goods u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  be moved i n t o  t h e i r  
permanent  r e s i d e n c e ,  u sed  them as n e c e s s a r y  f u r n i t u r e  and ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  may claim re imbursemen t  as a t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  
s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e .  F u r t h e r ,  i n  t h a t  case t h e  maximum 
d r a y a g e  e x p e n s e s  allowable had been  reimbursed and t h e r e  was 
n o t  a receipt showing t h a t  t h e  employee  had i n c u r r e d  
e x p e n s e s  f o r  moving and  s t o r i n g  a s p e c i f i e d  w e i g h t  of 
h o u s e h o l d  goods i n  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s .  

The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  report also p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  i n  
Robert D. S c h m i d t ,  B-196054, J u n e  27; 1980, w e  d e n i e d  reim- 
bur semen t  for moving h o u s e h o l d  goods between r e s i d e n c e s  a t  
t h e  new d u t y  s t a t i o n .  T h a t  movement, however, was between 
t w o  separa te  pe rmanen t  r e s i d e n c e s ,  and i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w e  
p o i n t e d  ou t  r e imbursemen t  is permitted o n l y  for o n e  move 
between d u t y  s t a t i o n s ,  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  permanent  resi- 
d e n c e  a t ,  or i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f ,  t h e  new d u t y  s t a t i o n .  
Mr. H o w e ' s  move is  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  because h e  moved to  o n l y  
o n e  permanent  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  new d u t y  s t a t i o n .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs are 
reimbursable a s  t e m p o r a r y  quarters s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  to  
t h e  e x t e n t  t h e y  do  n o t  cause t h e  maximum a l l o w a n c e  t o  be 
exceeded .  
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