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THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED STATES
WASKHKHINGTON, D.C. 20548
FILE: B-218135.2 DATE: March 1, 1985 oot
MATTER OF: Northwest Forest Workers Association--
Request for Reconsideration
DIGEST:

Association is not an interested party to protest
award of a contract to a particular bidder when
none of its members would be in line for award if
the protest were sustained.

-

Northwest Forest Workers Association requests
reconsideration of our decision in Northwest Forest Workers
Association, B-217588, Jan. 24, 1985, 85-1 CPD &% ___,
dismissing a protest against the award of a contract under
invitation for bids (IFB) No. UR910-IFB3-13, issued by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Department of the Interior,-
for the planting of trees in Coos Bay, Oregon.

In the prior decision, we declined to consider the
Workers Association's protest alleging that the awardee did
not have a satisfactory record of business integrity ana
ethics and that the awardee's performance on a different
contract with the BLM was deficient. Wwe pointed out that
the Association wasn't an "interested party" because there
was no inaication that any of its members was in line for
award. We also pointed out that the Association's
allegations concerned an area we did not review.

In its reconsideration request, the protester contends
that two of its members bid on the solicitation and that it
is an interested party; that the contracting officer erred
in his determination that the awaraee's performance of the
different contract was satisfactory; and that the awardee's
Equal Employment Opportunity (EEQO) filings were not in
order.

As we stated in our prior decision, in determining
whether a trade association qualifies as an interested
party, we focus upon the interest its constituent members
may have in the procurement. See Association of Soil and
Foundation Engineers, B-199548, Sept. 15, 1980, 80-2 CPD
Y 196, rev'a on other grounds, B-~199546.2, Aug. 13, 1982,
§2-=2 CPD § 128. Here, the Workers Association does not
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assert that any of its members is the second or third-low
bidder, so as to be in line for award if we were to sustain
the protest--it merely asserts that two of its members bid
on the solicitation. Hence, there is still no showing that
any individual member of the trade association has the
requisite direct and substantial interest necessary to
maintain a protest. See International Business Investments,
B-202164.2, June 8, 1987, 81-1 CPD ¥ 459. If none of the
members of a trade association is an interested party, the
trade association itself cannot be considered an interested
party. Committee of Domestic Steel Wire Rope & Specialty
Cable Manufacturers, B-208801, Sept. 15, 1982, 82-2 CPD

4§ 231,

The prior decision is affirmed.
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