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OIOEST: 

F i r m  w h i c h  is n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a w a r d  b e c a u s e  
i t  s u b m i t t e d  a l a t e  b i d  u n d e r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  is 
n o t  a n  " i n t e r e s t e d "  p a r t y  u n d e r  o u r  B i d  P r o -  
t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  t o  p r o t e s t  a w a r d  t o  a n o t h e r  
f i r m .  

S y s t e m  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n c .  (SEI) p r o t e s t s  t h e  a w a r d  o f  a 
c o n t r a c t  t o  M a t h e r s  C o n t r o l s  I n c o r p o r a t e d  ( M a t h e r s )  u n d e r  
i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  No. DTCG40-84-B-0117, i s s u e d  by 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d  ( C o a s t  G u a r d ) .  

We d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  4 C.F.R. . 
5 2 1 . 3 ( g )  ( 1 9 8 4 )  o f  o u r  B i d  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  w h i c h  p r o -  
v i d e s  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  dismissal becomes  c l e a r  
o n l y  a f t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  is p r o v i d e d  by t h e  a g e n c y ,  t h e  pro-  
t e s t  may be  d i s m i s s e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p -  
ment  o f  t h e  r e c o r d .  

T h e  a g e n c y  h a s  a d v i s e d  u s  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t e r ' s  b i d  was '  
n o t  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  b i d  
o p e n i n g  t ime e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  IFB. The  b i d  was r e j e c t e d  
a s  l a t e  u n d e r  t h e  l a t e  b i d  r u l e s  a n d  was r e t u r n e d  t o  SEI. 
F i v e  b i d s  were r e c e i v e d  t i m e l y  a n d  a w a r d  was made t o  
M a t h e r s .  The  p r o t e s t e r  h a s  n o t  c o n t e s t e d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  
i t s  b i d  a s  l a t e .  I f  t h e  p r o t e s t e r  were t o  r a i s e  t h i s  m a t t e r  
now, i t  w o u l d  b e  u n t i m e l y .  4 C.F.R. I 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( 2 )  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  

Under  o u r  B i d  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  a p a r t y  mus t  b e  
" i n t e r e s t e d "  b e f o r e  w e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  i t s  p r o t e s t  a l l e g a -  

p a r t y ' s  i n t e r e s t  t o  be s u f f i c i e n t  w h e r e  t h a t  p a r t y  wou ld  n o t  
b e  e l i g i b l e  for a w a r d ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  were 

- t i o n s .  4 C.F.R. 5 2 1 . l ( a )  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  We w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  a 

r e s o l v i d  i n  i t s  f a v o r ;  
B-211161,  Aug. 16,  1 9 8 3 ,  83-2 C.P.D. 1 219. S i n c e  SEI is 

K i l f o y l e  Metal B u i l d i n g  Companx, 

n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  a w a r d  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l a t e  b i d ,  i t  is 
n o t  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y .  



B-215915 

We dismiss the p r o t e s t .  

Harry R .  Van C l e v e  , 

Acting General  Counse l  




