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MATTER OF: Linden-Lorenz Rigging Co., Inc.

DIGEST:

1. An allegation that a low bidder lacks the
expertise to perform a contract and that
the low bidder's lack of understanding of
the performance regquirements is reflected
in its extremely low bid concerns the low
bidder's responsibility as a prospective
contractor,

2. GAO does not review a contracting officer's
affirmative determination of responsibility
absent a showing of possible fraud or bad
faith on the part of contracting officials
or that the solicitation contains defini-
tive responsibility criteria that have not
been applied. -

Linden-Lorenz Rigging Co., Inc. protests the award of
a contract for heavy rigging services to LPW, Inc. under
invitation for bids No. DAAA08-84-B-0136, issued by the
Department of the Army, Rock Island Arsenal. Linden
essentially challenges LPW's responsibility, that is, its
ability to do the job, because of the firm's alleged lack
of experience in providing heavy rigging services. Linden
notes that LPW's area of expertise is millwright services,
and asserts that LPW's lack of understanding of the per-
formance requirements is reflected in LPW's extremely low
bid. We will not consider the protest.

Because responsibility determinations are largely
matters of sound business judgment and by their nature are
very subjective, this Office does not review affirmative
determinations of a prospective contractor's responsi-
bility absent a showing of possible fraud or bad faith on
the part of contracting officials, or where there is an
allegation that the solicitation contains definitive
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responsibility criteria that have not been applied. See
R. R. Mongeau Engineers, Inc., B-213330, Mar. 20, 1984,
84-1 CPD ¢ 333. None of these bases for our review is
present in this case.

The protest is dismissed.
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Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel





