THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
QOF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2084080

DECISION 11357

FILE: B-214070 DATE: Februarv 8, 1984

MATTER OF: pawson Construction Company, Inc.

DIGEST:

Protest against proposed award of contract to
foreign firm is dismissed since there is no
federal law or regulation preventing foreign firms
from competing on government contracts.

Dawson Construction Company, Inc. (Dawson), protests
the proposed award of a contract to Santa Fe Engineers,
Inc. (Santa Fe), under solicitation No. 520-E56 issued by
the Veterans Administration for the modernization of
buildings. The protester contends that Santa Fe is a
foreign-owned company and is not qualified under the
procurement regulations for award.

Federal law or regulation does not prevent foreign
firms from bidding on government procurements. Fresh Flavor
Meals, Inc., B-208965, October 4, 1982, 82-2 CPD 310.
Rather, federal law seeks merely to equalize the competitive
advantage which a foreign firm may possess. Buy American
Act, 41 U.s.C. §§ 10 a-d (1976): Omega Machine Co.,
B-204471, December 3, 1981, 81-2 CPD 441. In the absence of
any specific allegation concerning how the provisions of the
Buy American Act or implementing regulations may have been
violated, we will not consider the protest.

The protester also requests a conference on its
protest. Since we have no basis to consider the protest on
the merits, the request for a conference is denied. RAD 0Oil
Company, Inc., B-209047, October 20, 1982, 82-2 CPD 352.

The protest is dismissed.

Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel
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