THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED GTATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 208348
FILE: B-214097 DATE: January 23, 1984

MATTER OF: pPichel Air Service Inc.

DIGEST:

1. GAO's bid protest jurisdiction is based upon
its account settlement authority. Although
GAO is required to audit the accounts of
Federal Reserve System banks, it lacks
authority to settle the accounts., Accord-
ingly, GAO will not decide a protest against
a contract award by a Federal Reserve
System bank.

2. Where it is clear from a protester's initial
submission that the protest involves matters
which GAO does not consider, GAO will dis-
miss the protest without requesting an
agency report.

Pichel Air Service Inc. protests the award of a
contract by the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. We
dismiss the protest.

Our bid protest jurisdiction is based upon our
authority to adjust and settle accounts and to certify
balances in the accounts of accountabhle officers under
Pub. L. No. 97-258, § 352A, 96 Stat. 964 (1982) (to be
codified at 31 U.S.C. § 3526). With account settlement
authority, the Comptroller General can take exception to
an improper transaction and hold the certifying officer or
relevant official personally liable for the amount of
money improperly expended. Moreover, his decisions on the
expenditures of appropriated funds are binding on the
executive branch. See Northern Courier Service, Inc.,

62 Comp. Gen. 40 (1982), 82-2 CPD 430.
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Although the Comptroller General is required to audit
the transactions of Federal Reserve System banks under
Pub. L. No. 97-258, € 714, 96 Stat. 890 (1982) (to be
codified at 31 11.S.C. § 714), he is not given the power to
take exception to their accounts. Since our account
settlement authority does not extend to Federal Reserve
System banks, we therefore have no authority to decide a
protest against a contract award by such banks. See
Northern Courier Service, Inc., supra. -

Since it is clear on the face of the protest that it
involves matters which we do not consider, we dismiss the
protest without obtaining an agency report. See amendment
to GAO BRid Protest Procedures, 48 Fed. Reg. 1931 (1983)
(to be codified at 4 C.F.R. § 21.3(9)).

The protest is dismissed.
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Harry R. Van Cleve
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