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THE COMPTROLLER OENCRAL 

DECISION O F  T H E  U N I T @ D  STATEgl 
W A s H i N Q T o N .  0 . c .  2 o s 4 a  a-)ay 

DATE: December 28, 1983 

MATTER OF: C u s t o d i a l  Guidance Systems,  I n c .  

DIGEST: 

S i n c e  t h e  Small B u s i n e s s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is 
v e s t e d  w i t h  c o n c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  to  d e t e r m i n e  
whe the r  a conce rn  q u a l i f i e s  as a small bus i -  
n e s s ,  GAO w i l l  n o t  review protests of a con- 
c e r n ' s  small  b u s i n e s s  s i z e  s t a t u s .  

C u s t o d i a l  Guidance Sys tems,  I n c .  p r o t e s t s  t h e  proposed 
award of a c o n t r a c t  t o  IEM, I n c .  under  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  
( I F B )  N o .  DAAD05-83-B-5114, i s s u e d  by t h e  Department  of t h e  
Army. T h e  I F B  a p p a r e n t l y  was set a s i d e  for  small b u s i n e s s .  
The p r o t e s t e r  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  IEM is  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a large 
b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n  and t h u s  is i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  award. W e  
d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

The Small  B u s i n e s s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (SBA) is v e s t e d  w i t h  
c o n c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s i z e  s t a t u s  o f  a b u s i -  
n e s s  c o n c e r n  f o r  purposes o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  s e t - a s i d e  
awards.  - See 15 U . S . C .  § 6 3 7 ( b ) ( 6 )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  Under t h e  a p p l i -  
c a b l e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a p r o t e s t  o f  a b i d d e r ' s  small b u s i n e s s  
s i z e  s t a t u s  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  who 
i n  t u r n  f o r w a r d s  t h e  matter t o  t h e  SBA f o r  r e s o l u t i o n .  
Defense A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  5 1 - 7 0 3 ( b ) ( l ) .  Our O f f i c e  
t h u s  w i l l  n o t  r e v i e w  s i z e  s t a t u s  p r o t e s t s .  S & B I n d u s t r i a l  
C l e a n i n g  D i v i s i o n ,  B-211670, May 1 8 ,  1983,  83-1 CPD 529. 

The pro tes t  is d i s m i s s e d .  

A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  Counsel  




