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F i f t h - l o w  r e s p o n s i v e  b i d d e r  under  c a n c e l e d  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  is n o t  a n  " i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  
unde r  GAO Bid P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  to protest  
t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  where ,  e v e n  i f  protest were 
s u s t a i n e d ,  t h e  f i r m  would n o t  be  i n  l i n e  f o r  
award 

L o g i s t i c a l  S u p p o r t ,  I n c . ,  protests  t h e  p o s t - b i d  open- 
i n g  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( IFB)  N o .  F32605- 
82-B-0048 i s s u e d  by t h e  Department  o f  t h e  A i r  Force f o r  
food s e r v i c e  a t t e n d a n t  s e r v i c e s  a t  Grand F o r k s  A i r  Fo rce  
Base, Nor th  Dakcta .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  L o g i s t i c a l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  
t h e  A i r  Fo rce  l a c k e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  c a n c e l  
t h e  IFB, and t h a t  c a n c e l l a t i o n  and s u b s e q u e n t  reso l ic i ta -  
t i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a p r o h i b i t e d  a u c t i o n  due  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
d i s c l o s u r e  of b i d s  under  t h e  i n i t i a l  IFB. W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  
protest .  

The report  s u b m i t t e d  by t h e  A i r  F o r c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Logistical  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  f i f t h - l o w  r e s p o n s i v e  b i d  under  t h e  
c a n c e l e d  I F B .  I t  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h r e e  lower b i d s  
were r e j e c t e d  as  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  or b e c a u s e  t h e  b i d d e r  was 
n o n r e s p o n s i b l e .  T h a t  l e a v e s  one  b i d d e r  o t h e r  t h a n  L o g i s t i -  
cal  t h a t  would be i n  l i n e  f o r  award i f  t h e  I F B  were r e i n -  
s t a t e d .  Under t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w e  mus t  view t h e  
protester a s  n o t  h a v i n g  t h e  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  is neces-  
s a r y  t o  make it a n  " i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  unde r  t h i s  O f f i c e ' s  
Bid P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  4 C.F.R. § 2 1 . l ( a )  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  t o  
protest  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n .  - See Ven-Tel, I n c . ,  _I B-204233, 
March 8,  1982,  82-1 CPD 207; - c f .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i3us iness  
I n v e s t m e n t s ,  B-202164.2, J u n e  8 ,  1981,  81-1 CPD 459 
( h o l d i n g  t h a t  a f i f t h - l o w  b i d d e r  was n o t  an  i n t e r e s t e d  
p a r t y  when t h e r e  w a s  a t  l e a s t  one  o t h e r  f i r m  to whom award 
c o u l d  be made under  t h e  p r o t e s t e d  s o l i c i t a t i o n ) .  

The protest  is d i s m i s s e d .  
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