
MATTER OF: P e e r l e s s  P r o s t h e t i c s  Co. 

DIGEST: 

1. P r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a g e n c y  r e f u s a l  t o  c o n s i d e r  
l a t e  b i d  is d e n i e d  w h e r e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  
l a t e  d e l i v e r y  d o  n o t  f a l l  w i t h i n  a n y  o f  
s o l i c i t a t i o n ' s  l a t e  b i d  c l a u s e  e x c e p t i o n s .  

2. L a t e  b i d  c a n n o t  be accepted to  r e a l i z e  
poss ib le  m o n e t a r y  s a v i n g s ,  b e c a u s e  p o s s i b l e  
s a v i n g s  d o  n o t  o u t w e i g h  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  
b i d d i n g  s y s  tem. 

P e e r l e s s  P r o s t h e t i c s  C o .  ( P e e r l e s s )  p r o t e s t s  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  (Vk) r e f u s a l  t o  c o n s i d e r  i ts l a t e  
b i d ,  w h i c h  P e e r l e s s  a d m i t s  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  VA a f t e r  t h e  
b i d  o p e n i n g  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d  f o r  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  b i d s  u n d e r  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  N o .  M3-Q19-83. P e e r l e s s  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  VA 
w i l l  r e c o n s i d e r  i t s  r e f u s a l  t o  accept t h e  l a t e  b i d ,  P e e r l e s s  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  i t s  p r o d u c t  a t  i t s  1 9 8 2  f i s c a l  y e a r  price.  

We s u m m a r i l y  d e n y  t h e  p ro tes t .  

Our O f f i c e  h a s  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  r e c e i p t  o f  a b id  w i l l  
r e s u l t  i n  i t s  r e j e c t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  of t h e  l a t e  
b i d  f a l l s  w i t h i n  o n e  of t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n ' s  l a t e  b i d  c l a u s e  
e x c e p t i o n s .  S e e  B e l l  b H o w e l l ;  T o p p e r  M a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  6 1  
Comp. Gen. 1 4  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  82-2 CPD 2 2 4 ;  Geronlmo S e r v i z  Com- 
p a n y ,  B-199864, October 2 8 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  80-2  CPD 325. P e e r l e s s  
c o n c e d e s  t h a t  i t s  b i d  was l a t e  a n d  p r o v i d e s  n o  b a s i s  w h i c h  
would  p e r m i t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of i t s  l a t e  b i d  u n d e r  a n y  o f  t h e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n ' s  l a t e  b i d  c lause e x c e p t i o n s .  

--- ~ -------------- ~ 

------ ---- ~ 

With  respec t  t o  P e e r l e s s '  o f f e r  t o  p e r f o r m  a t  l a s t  
y e a r ' s  p r i c e s ,  w e  h a v e  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  
Government  m i g h t  r e a l i z e  m o n e t a r y  s a v i n g s  i f  a n  o t h e r w i s e  
u n a c c e p t a b l e  b i d  is  a c c e p t e d  is  o u t w e i g h e d  b y  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  
s y s t e m .  _--- S e e  Union  Metal M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Cnmpany, E l e c t r o l i n e  
D i v i s i o n ,  E - 2 0 9 1 6 1 ,  November 2 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-2 C Y D  402 .  



B-2 10 8 7 8 2 

Since  i t  is  c lear  from the p ro te s t e r ' s  i n i t i a l  
submission tha t  this protest  i s  without legal merit ,  we 
have decided the matter without obtaininq an agency report. 
Scripto,  -- I n c . ,  B-209450, 

I-+ 

November 9 ,  1982, 82-2 CPD 431. 

Comptroller G e  era1 
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