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[Protest ah potential awardee will not
deliver equipment meeting specifications
will not be considered since it involves
challenge to contracting officer's affirma-
tive determination of awardee's responsi-
bility, which GAO does not review except
in circumstances not applicable here.

The Clark Division of Euclid Designs and Development
Co. (Euclid) protests the possible award of a contract
to Boston Insulated wirp (Boston) under solicitation ,)L/-"
No. N00104-80-B-0687, issued by the Department of the 4CCe~.
Navy for the procurement of cable-assemblies manufac-
tured with an extruded covering of floatation material.
Euclid contends that Boston's extruded floatation mate-
rial will not meet the specifications.

Euclid does not assert that Boston in its bid
took any exception to the specifications. Rather,
Euclid states that the Government cannot know that
Boston's material will meet the specifications because
the material has never been tested. Boston, however,
by submitting a signed bid has committed itself to
supplying items which conform to the specifications.
Whether Boston can or will provide such items is a
question which the contracting officer must decide
in determining the responsibility of Boston as a
prospective contractor. In essence, Euclid's objection
is to the Navy's possible affirmative determination
that Boston is responsible.
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We do not review affirmative determinations of bid-
der responsibility, however, since those are basically
subjective business judgments. The only exceptions are
where fraud is alleged on the part of the procuring
agency or where the solicitation contains definitive
responsibility criteria which allegedly have not been
applied. Aerosonic Corporation, .B-193469, January 19,
1979, 79-1 CPD 35. Neither exception applies here. Con-
sequently, this protest is not for our review and the
protest is dismissed.

. Milton J. Socolar

General Counsel
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