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Prospective awardee's ability to comply

with contract terms is matter of respon- %
sibility, and GAO does not review affirm- Bﬂ>>
ative determinations of responsibility A\
except under circumstances not applicable \{
here. N

A National Organization Serviee, Inc. (National), K§
protests the proposed award of a contract to Marketing ‘ G
International, Inc. (Marketing) under invitation for q
bids (IFB) No. N00140-79-B-1538 issued by the Naval A
Regional Procurement Office, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

for a subscription service for Navy field purchasing
activities. National states that the solicitation

requires the contractor to enter subscriptions with
publishers promptly upon the receipt of orders for

any of the publications listed therein. However,

National has provided letters from a number of the
publishers to the effect that Marketing is not auth-

orized to sell their publications. On that basis the
protester contends that Marketing "would he forced to
'bootleg' orders or utilize a 'middleman' to obtain

the necessary subscriptions," and could not thereby
satisfactorily perform the contract.

Mational's protest concerns Marketing's responsi-
bilityv, see Baldt, Incorporated, B-124358, April 5,
1979, 79-1 CPD 240, and the Mavy has informally adyised
us that the firm has been found responsible. We do
not review protests against affirmative determinations
of responsibility unless either fraud is alleged on
the part of procuring officials or the solicitation
contains definitive responsibility criteria which
allegedly have not been appliecd. Central Metals Pro-
ducts, Incorporated, 54 Comp. Gen. 66 (1974), 74-2
CPD 64; Yardney Electric Corporation, 54 Comp. Gen. 509
(1974), 74-2 CpPD 376. DNeither exception is applicable
here.
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This protest therefore is dismissed.

Milton J, %écolar
General Counsel






