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DECISION OF THE UNITED BTATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. BEOGcSE
FILE: B-188402 DATE: March 3, 1977

MATTER OF: Thomas 5, Brown Associates, Inc.

DIGEST:

Prctest filed under Inited Statey Postal Service construction
project will not be considered as Posztal Service accounts
are noc subject to settlement by General Accounting Office.

Thomas $. Brown Associates, Inc. (Brown), a potential aub-
contractor for constructiou work on the Brooklyn General Post
Officn protests against specifications which exclude 3rown as
an spproved source for heating controlsa.

Our Bid Protest Procedures and Standards, 4 C.F,R, 8 20,1(a}
(1976), specifically authorize this Office to cntertain protests
by interssted parties wirhing to protest the proposcd award of a
contvact, or the award of a contract, by or for an agency of tha
Federal Government whose accounts sre subject to settlement by the
General Accounting Office.

However, ‘the Postal Rentganizaiion Act, Public Law 91-375
spproved fugust 12, 197G, which created the Postal Service, gave
the Service luthority to settle and compromise claims against it,
39 U.S.C. 8§ 401(8) (1970), and to éhter into contracts "upon such
terma and conditions and in such manner as it deems macessary."
39°'U.5.C. § 2008(c) £1370). Altbougl the Comptrollar General isn
authorized to sudit the "accounts and operations of the Postal
Service" 39 U.S5.M, § 2008(a) (1970), we do not have settlement
suthority over chaix accounts.

In view ;thereof, we do not decide bid protests against the
Postal Service. Accordingly, we are closing our fila in the

matter without further action, Colorado Building und Construction
Trades Couuncil, B-183520, May 1, 1975, 75-1 CPD 275.

S o3 e

Paul G, Dembling
Gerieral Counsal






