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DIGEST:

Dismissal of protest concerning contracting officer's
affirmative determination of responsitilityr as inappropriate
matter for consideration by GAO is affirmed upon recoiuaidera'
tion because protester neither has shown that matter coraes
within exception to rule dismissing such protests nor con-
vincingly argues against established policy dismissing such
protests.
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By letter of Ottober 14; 1976, Keco Industrits, Inc. (Keco)
requested reconsideration of our dtvmissal in B-187408o October 5,
1976,,/which declined consideration ot Keco's protest of the proposed
award of a contract to Ferro Mochanh;:al Corporation (Ferro) under
solicitation No. DSA-400-76-B-3476 isaued by the Defense General
Supply Center, Ricbmond, Virginia.

The basis for Keco s protest was that Ferro and its subcon-
tractors did not have the experience, facilities, or financial
resources to perform the contract. Our dismissal stated that these
alleged deficiencies are factors which contractins officers consider
in determining the responsibility of eontrlctors, and that such
determinations are not reviewed by our Office, absent a showing of.
fraud on the part of contracting officials or of the failure to *

apply definitive responsibility criteria stated in the solicitation.

Our decisions are subject to reconsideration if a mnatorial
mistake of fact or law is alleged and proven. See Jack E. Wells,
B-169490, February 2, 1976. Keco' ¾request for reconsideration,
however, essentially restates the grounds upon which its initial
protest wac based,, without presenting evidence that the matter
comes within the exceptions stated above. Hdreover, Keco has pre-
sented no convincing basis for questioning our established policy
of dismissing such protests. *

Accordingly, our dismissal of October 5, 1976, is affirmed.

for the Comptroller General
of the United States
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