
2019 center fellows

Andy Hines is the Head of Graduate Studies in Foresight and an Assistant Professor and 
Program Coordinator of the Graduate Program in Foresight at the University of 
Houston. Before his move to academia, Hines served as a Futurist and Ideation 
Leader at Dow Chemical, a Global Trends Manager at the Kellogg Company, and 
as a Futurist and Partner at Coates & Jarratt, Inc. In addition, Hines co-authored 
Thinking About the Future with Peter Bishop in 2007 and Teaching About the Future in 
2012.

Octavio Hinojosa-Mier is the Executive Director of the National Hispanic Corporate 
Council, which works with corporate America to provide its member companies a 
multi-layered approach and resources to understand future trends and effectively 
maximize the diversity of the Hispanic market. He has also served as the Vice President 
of Government Relations and Strategic Partnerships at Cultural Strategies, the Executive 
Director of the Hispanic Scholarship Consortium, the Chief Operations Officer of the San 
Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the Executive Director of the Congressional 
Hispanic Leadership Institute, and as the Executive Director of the Congressional 
Hispanic Conference. 
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Catarina (Cat) Tully is the Co-Founder and Director of the School of International Futures, 
an independent consultancy that builds the capacity of business leaders, policy-makers, 
governments, and international organizations to use and gain value from strategic 
foresight. She also serves as a Director at FromOverHere, which consults and trains senior 
officials from governments around the world that are interested in building their strategic 
planning and foresight capabilities, and at NHJ Strategic Consulting, which helps clients 
survive and thrive through 21st century business risks and shocks.

Kristel Van der Elst is the Co-Founder and CEO of The Global Foresight Group, which 
equips clients to better understand possible future contexts and to make decisions that will 
allow them to prosper in a changing world. She is a visiting professor at the College of 
Europe and teaches in Executive Education programs at Said Business School, University 
of Oxford and at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. For 10 years, she 
served as the Head of Strategic Foresight and as a Member of the Executive Committee 
at the World Economic Forum, where she co-authored the Global Risks 2011 Report.

Brian Masterson is Senior Behavioral Health Medical Director for UnitedHealth Group and 
was founder of the Federal Health Futures Group. He served as the Acting Medical Chair 
for Global Health at the National Defense University and as the Chief of Clinical Medicine 
for the U.S. Air Force. Dr. Masterson is a distinguished graduate from the United States 
Air Force Academy, and a graduate of Harvard Medical School. He has completed a 
combined residency in Internal Medicine and Psychiatry from the University of Iowa and 
an Aerospace Medicine residency from the USAF School of Aerospace Medicine.
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Jens Wandel is a Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Reforms at the United 
Nations. He previously served within the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) as Assistant Administrator (Assistant Secretary-General) and as the Director 
of the Bureau of Management from 2012 to 2017. He has also served in several 
management functions focusing on change initiatives, including as Director of the 
Centre for Business Solutions, as Management Adviser and Project Director for the 
Work Improvement Tools Project, and as a country-level coordinator of UNDP’s New 
Horizon 2001 change management exercise.

Amy Webb is a quantitative futurist and professor at NYU’s Stern School of Business, 
where she developed and teaches the MBA course on strategic foresight and futures 
forecasting. She is also the founder of the Future Today Institute, which researches 
emerging technologies at the fringes and tracks them as they move towards the 
mainstream. She is the author of three books, including The Signals Are Talking: Why 
Today’s Fringe is Tomorrow’s Mainstream.

Angela Wilkinson is the Senior Director of the World Energy Council, where she offers 
strategic, informed, and impartial insights on the future development of the world 
energy system. She also serves as the CEO of Oxford Futures, an independent strategic 
advisory firm, and as an Associate Fellow at the University of Oxford. Previously, she 
served as the Head of Strategic Foresight at the OECD, where she was responsible for a 
whole-of-organization upgrade of strategic foresight capabilities and the development 
of new global foresight products and services. 
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Stephen Sanford is the Managing Director of GAO’s Strategic Planning and External 
Liaison team. He also oversees the activities of the GAO Center for Audit Excellence 
and provides executive oversight of GAO’s Center for Strategic Foresight. 
Stephen helped lead GAO’s first technology assessment on AI and co-led first-ever 
accountability framework for artificial intelligence in the U.S. federal government. 
Prior to GAO, he advised executives on technology and business process improvement 
at multinational firms in London, Paris, and Brussels. He was also responsible for 
science and technology policy issues at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Pennsylvania. He earned a 
master’s degree in business administration with distinction from INSEAD in France.
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CENTER LEADERSHIP 
James-Christian B. Blockwood is Managing Director for Strategic Planning and 
External Liaison at GAO. In this role, he supports the U.S. Comptroller General in facilitating 
innovation, capacity building and improving governance and accountability in the United 
States, and around the world. He is responsible for the GAO Strategic Plan and 
concurrently manages the agency’s public, private, domestic and international relationships. 
He helped establish and oversees the GAO Center for Audit Excellence and the GAO 
Center for Strategic Foresight. Prior to GAO, he served as a Director in the Office of

Policy and Planning at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, as a Deputy Director in the Office of 
International Affairs at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and as an Intelligence Officer at the 
Defense Intelligence Agency.  He received an MBA and M.A. in Government from Johns Hopkins University, M.S. 
of Strategic Intelligence from the National Defense Intelligence College, and B.A. in International Relations from 
Tufts University. He is a career member of the Senior Executive Service, an inaugural Presidential Leadership 
Scholar, and Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration.

Stephen Sanford leads strategic planning and foresight programs for GAO and is Director 
of the GAO Center for Strategic Foresight.  He most recently led the development of 
GAO’s 2018-2023 Strategic Plan and accompanying trends, and in 2018 he led 
the team that produced GAO’s technology assessment for the Comptroller General Forum 
on Artificial Intelligence. He frequently speaks to public sector, international, and private 
sector organizations on the use of foresight and strategic planning to improve 
organizational performance.  Prior to GAO, he led business improvement programs for 

Fortune 50 and FTSE 100 companies in Brussels, Paris, and London and was responsible for S&T policy issues at 
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow.  He holds a BA from the University of Pennsylvania and an MBA with distinction 
from INSEAD in France.

Sharaelle A. Grzesiak is Foresight and Strategic Analyst at GAO. She led the development 
of the trend analysis in GAO’s Strategic Plan and supports foresight programs across the 
agency. Prior to GAO, she helped various federal agencies develop their own foresight 
and environmental scanning processes. In 2018, she was added to the List of the 
World’s Top Female Futurists, making her one of two futurists from the U.S. Federal 
Government. She has an MA from the National Defense University in Strategic Security 
Studies.
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Sharaelle A. Grzesiak leads strategic planning and foresight programs at GAO and 
is the Director of the GAO Center for Strategic Foresight. Most recently led the 
development of GAO’s 2022-2027 Strategic Plan and accompanying 12 trends. 
Additionally, she supports foresight programs across the agency. Sharaelle is a 
dedicated public servant with a longstanding track record as a foresight strategist 
and policy analyst within various Departments in the U.S. Government, both in the 
Executive and Legislative branch, to include DHS, HHS, VA and more recently at 
GAO. Her work has helped various federal agencies develop their own foresight 
and environmental scanning processes. In 2018, she was added to the List of the 
World’s Top Female Futurists, making her one of two futurists from the U.S. Federal 
Government. She has an MA from the National Defense University in Strategic 
Security Studies. 


