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Novembe r 4 , 1988 

The Honorable Edward C. ~ldridge 
The Sec r eta ry of the Air Poree 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Enclosed is a copy of ou r decision of today sustaining the 
protest of Commercial Energies, Inc. (CE! ) , under solicita­
tion No. F0 5600-88-R-0004, for the pu r chase of natural gas. 

We sustain the protest on the ground that t he award, which 
was to be made to the low, technically acceptable offeror, 
was essentially based on price; applicable regulations call 
for i nclusion of a small disadvantaged business (SOB) 
evaluation preference in solicitatio r.s providing for award 
based on price and price relat ed facto rs . 

We accordingly recommend that the Air Force amend the 
solicitation to include the SOB prefe rence . We also find 
CEI entitled to recover its protest costs . 

We di rec t your at tent ion to CIC A, 3 1 U . S . C . § 3 5 5 4 ( e ) ( 1 ) 
(Supp. IV 1986) , whi ch requires the head of the procuring 
activity to report to our Office wi thin 60 days if our 
recommendation has not been fully implemented. In any 
event, please advise our Office of t he action taken . 

Sincerely yours, 

l~ -~ 
ActlnrComptrolleif General 

of the United States 

Enclosure 




