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Dear Mr. Secretary: 7

The General Accauntin: (ffice hes nade a limited veview
of sclected aspects of the educatiomal prorram being carried
cut in the public schools of the Trust ﬂeahitorv of the ige

ie Islands (Trust ?erritcry}. (ur revievw was directos at
ratherins infermatian bLearin: or the manner in which the proe
rram 18 Leins accosplished and wav carriad out primarily et
the Trust Twﬂritcry Headquarters., Saipan, fhriama Islande.
It included work at the district offices in the !lariana Ic-
lands, Falau, Fomape, and Yap Districts, Db 0 {qoj

The Trust Territory 15 adninistored L; the Unitel utu.r
under a Trusteeshiy Acrceoort in ‘m wif of the United lations.
~ffective in July 1851, the TFragident assizned adoin istrafiv:
responsitility for the Txust Territory to the Sceretary of
the Intericr, Within the Departuent n* the Interior, the
Irust Territory is under the surervision of the (ffice of Ter-
ritories., The United lations monitors Trust Territory active
ities by periodic inspections amd through the anmal reporis
on the adainistration of tho Trust Territory issucd Ly the
Department of Stata,

Under the provisionsof the Irusteeshiy Apreement, the
United Statez 13 obligated to!

tHekd promote the educational advancement of the ine
halitants, and to this end take steps toward the es-
tablishaent of & gereral system of elementary edu-
cation; facllitate the vocational and cultural ad-
vancesant of the pepulailion; and shall encourage
qualified students teo pursue hicher education, in-
clwline tralning on the professiomal level.®

In fiscal year 1903, following & raerort by & special
study group eppeinted by the lresident, an accalerated educa-
tion proyran was initiated, Under thiq rrooram, elementary
school enveolinent more than doubled, from about 11,000 in
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1962 to more than 22,000 in 1963. A mumboer of high schools
were added and high school enrollment increased from about
153 studerts in 1962 to about 3,300 students in 196S8. In ade
dition, in 1965, the Trust Territory ewarded 236 scholarships
for advanced study.

In a published undated statement of objectives and pole
icies of the Trust Territory quoted in tha Stanford Research
Institute report on “ilanninpg for Tducation and lManpower in
Hicronesia' issued In December 1967, the then Hich Commissioner
stated:

tekd it shall be the responsibility of the Governw
ment *F {0 get educatiomn! standards and to sup-
port an educatiomal gyston vwhich will emable Tore
ritory students to develop educatiomlly to a level
comparable to United Statss standapds wint, W

The High Comnissioner's statenent added that this requires a
curriculun and instructional materials of a quality conjarable
to that fourxl in the United States but sdepted to the eco-
neaic, social, end cultural background of Hicronesia.

in cur review, we observed that there was a need for the
development of wniform sequential curriculuss. We noted that
generally, each school district {n thz Trust Tervitory dJdee
valoped its own school curriculums. At times, the responsie-
bility for developing school curriculums was even left tc the
irdividual schools or staff merbers. Further, we were advised
by the Jeputy Director of Zducation that there was no coordi-
mation of cwriculun betwean the districts. In addition, an
education officlal advised us there iB virtually no coordira-
tion between the elementary and secondary school curriculums
in the Trust Territory. As a result, the studentg in the vare
ious distrvicts may ba exposed to different courses of study
and there is no assurance that students vho complste the
eighth grade or twelfth grads in one district will be &t the
sace level of achievemert as those who attend school in an-

-other district or that & student who conpietes the eichth

grade will be qualified to contimue to the ninmth grade.
During our raviow, a Trust Territory Headquarters educo-

tional specialist adviged us that because of the type of cur-
riculun development there 45 a lack of contirmity in the
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coursas offered, the seguanca of the courses, ard the instruc-
tiomsl materials used. Also, officials at the Trust Terriw
tory Headquarters stated that students may be repeating courses
bacause of the lack of order in curriculum or may be taking

the same course under different titles as they progress through
the school aysten.

On the basis of our review, we agree with the statement
in the December 1967 report by the Stanford Research Instie.
tute on Flanning for iducation and Manpower in Micronesia
thats N

“The most immediately pressing task is to develop
cemprehensive outlines of subject coment for all
attaiment goals appropriate to each educat foral
_level. This implies (1) -acceptance of -the prepo-
"-gsition that there -should be more, rather -than -less,
mnimlar uniformity scross the irust lerritozy

g (2) willinpress te specify both content and
atmimnt goals." (Imphasis suppliec.)

During the review, we were advised that some action had been
wxlertaken to alleviate the conditions noted. We noted that
a coordinator for elementary education was desigmated in Ce-
tober 1968. In addition, a Trust Territory educatioral spe-
clalist informed us that a Territory-wide curriculun in scie
ence was under develcpment and that a workehop on this cur.
riculus had been planmed.

We believe that the need for uniforn sequential currice
viuag is of sufficient importance that the Departoment may wish
to review the actions currently being taken by the Trust Terw
ritory officials to improve the conditionz noted during our
review and take steps to accelerate the neoded corrective
action.

In view of the short period of time between issuance
of the Stanford Reseawch Institute report and the peried of
our review, and in view of the corrective actions already
initiated, wo do not plan any further reporting on this mattey
at this tine.



Wo wish to express our appreciastion to you for the cooye
eration end essistence glven cur steff during the relvew,

Sincercly yours,

The Honorsble
The Secrctery of the Interior





