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COMPTROU-ER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
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Ad»ini*trator of Veteran* ' Affairs ,

Veteran*' Administration.

tfy dear General Bradley i

I hare your letter of September Id, 1̂ 1*6, aa follows i

"PubJLicJLear 636_-J£§feJuCongre*«> approved August 7. 1"A6,
established wiHitein^€h*Veter«n* Administration an instrumentality
of the United State* to be known am Veteran*' Canteen Service for
the prinsry purpose of aaking available to veterans of tn» artMd
forv** of the United State* -who are hospitalised or do&iciled in
hocpitali and hoaM of the Veteran* Adrainiatratioo, at r»a»ccnabl«
prioas, artiole* of merchandise and *errioe» essential to their

f eoafort and mll-beiag.

"It 1* beliered that there will ariae, oooaalcmc when the no«t
•ffinlent operation of the Veteran** Canteen ^erriee nay best be
attained end, in turn, the interests of the iioveronent may beet be
•erred, by furni*hin£ the Veteran*1 Canteen l>errl«e fron Veterans
idaini*tration stock* certain supplies, grooeriea, lee, and pro-
risione on a rQimbursable basis.

I "It is beliered, further* that *uoh a procedure is within the
• teope of Title 31 U»&»C« Section j66 governing the purchase or
* manufacture of store* or nateris.1* or the perfomuaee of serrloe*
, by on* bureau or departwant for another bureau er department.
I .

"There is respectfully submitted for your decision, t no re-
fore, the question as to whether the provisions of Title 31 l'«&»C»
Station 686 authorise the Veteran* Administration to furnish to

I the Veterans' Canteen Service, , on a reimbursable basis, certain
1 • applies, groceries, ice and provision*.*
K.: ' ^
I Section 601 of the ggopoqy^Act, as asended, 31 vJ-^.C. 686,

*ited in your letter, pe raits any exeeutive departaent or independent

••tablishnant of the Government, or any bureau or office thereof*

to requisition oaterial*, euppliea or equipaant fron, any other euoh
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departfivst, establishment, bureau, or office which nay be in a

position to supply them, either upon payment in advance or upon

the furnishing of the materials, supplies or equipnsnt.

The enacting clause of Public Lea* 636, approved August 1,

19lt£, describes the Veterans* Canteen Service as an "instrumentality

of the United States," and it is prorided in section 8 of the act ;. J

that the Service shall function as an independent unit in the

Veterans' Administration and shall have exolnsire control "over

all its activities including sales, procurement and supply, finance,

including disbursouwnts, and personnel Management** Thus, the

status of the Berviae is that of a bureau or office within the

Veterans' Administration, iresunably, your doubt in the natter is

as to the applicability of said section 601 of the e-ooDovy Act,

supra, to a situation where, as here, the supplies or equipamort

involved are to be furnished by one bureau or office to another

bureau or offioe under the sane Government establishmnt operating

under separate appropriations or funds* but, aside from the fact

that the terns of said eeetion 601, supra, are sufficiently broad

to permit of such intrm-departmental procurement, and that a contrary

Interpretation would defeat the general purpose of the statute, this

office in numerous dec is lone heretofore has recognised the propriety

of invoking the procedure contemplated cy said statute, where

otherwise appropriate, in circUBStanoes substantially identical to
«•- •

thoee presented here. See 25 Pomp. Gen, 322; &;$g91. January 20,
_

B-37273, October 16. 19ii3i 1* Comp. Gen. '771*; 17 id. 7L6.
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T/VB question presented In the final paragraph of your letter

it, therefore, annwred in the affirsifttive.

Reapoetfully,

Acting Cotoptroller G«neral
of the United




