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Administrator of Veterams! Affairs,
Vaterans' Adminjistration.
My dear CGeneral Bradley:

1 have your letter of September 1&, 19Lb, 85 follows:

« %}6 - Congreas, approved August 7, 14L6,

; Veterans Adnministration an instrusentality
of the united States to be known as Veterans' Canteen Service for
the primsary purpese of making avallable to veterans of the armed
foroes of the United States who are hospitalised or domiciled in
hospitals and homes of the Vetsrans Administration, at reescnable
prices, srtlcles of pwrohandise and services ouurthl to their
eanfart and “Il-bﬂiﬂgo

"It is belisved that there will arise ococasioms when ths nost
effivient operation of the Veterans' Canteen Servics may best be
attained and, in turn, ths interests of the Soverment mey best be
ssrved, by furnishing the Veterans' Casteon service from Voterans
Muinistration stocks gertein supplies, groceriss, ice, end pro~
vizsions on a reimbursable basis.

"It is believed, further, that suoh &« prosedure is within the
soope of Title 31 U.8.C. Usetien 36 poverning the purchase or
mmfugture of stores or materials or the performmnee of sorvices
by cns bureau or departmemt for another bureau or departmemt.

Ihers 18 respectfully submitted for your decision, tnere-
fore, the question as to whether the provisions of Title 31 U.5.Ce
Seation 686 authorize the Vetersns Administretion to furnish to

. the Veterans' Cantesn Service, om a reinbursable basis, oertain

supplies, groceries, ice snd provisions,.®
v
Seetion 601 of the Baopomy Act, as amended, 31 U.S.C. €86,
oited in your letter, poi-nitl any exegutive department or independent

SStablishwent of the Government, or any bureau or siffice thareof,

to requisition materisls, suppliss or equipment from any other such
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department, utabl}ghnmt, burseu, or offlos which may be in a
position to supply them, either upon paywent in advance or upen
the fwrnishing of the n;torulc, supplies or equipmexnt.

The enaoting clanse of FPublic Law &3€, approved Aupust 7,
1945, describes the Veterans' Canteen Sonicu as an "instrumentality
of the United States,” and it 1s provided in smection 8 of the act . s et
that the Service shall function a5 an independent unit in the
Veterans' Administration and s2hall have exolusive control "over
all ite sotivities including esles, procurerent end supply, finance,
$neluding duw. and pereonnel management,” Thus, tho.
status of the Servise 1s that of a bureau or offlee wit.hin the
Veterans' Adninhtutim; iresumbly, your doubt in the :_u.tﬁr is
as to the applicability of said section cul of the roonomy Act,
supra, to a situation vh&a, es hore, tho supplies or equipment
-involved are to be i‘urn.illnd by cne bureau or ofﬂo? to ancther
bureau or office under the same Govermment establishment operating
under separate appropristions or funds. but, aside from the fo.ot;
that the terms of sald sestion &02, suprs, are suffiofently broad
to parnit of such intre-departmentsl proourement, and that a comtrary
interpretation would defeat the general purposs of tho statute, tais
effice in numerous devisions heretofors hes recognised the propriety
of invoking the propedure comtsmplated vy sald statute, where
otherwise eppropriate, in circumatances subatinfnlly identieal to
those preasnted heres 5ee 25 Conmp. g-n. 322; %'Jmm 20,

v v -’
19!4;. B-37273, Uotober 16, 15435 19 Comp, Gen. 77l 17 ide 7h8.




B=60605 P

The question presented in the final paragreph of your letter
13, therefore, answered in the affirmative,

Resapectfully,

(St Praak L Yoot o

Acting comptroller Genoral
of the United btates.
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