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DIOEST: 
An Army member was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e n t  a 
car for u s e  w i t h  other Army members 
whi l e  on  temporary  du ty .  
was damaged whi le  b e i n g  d r i v e n  by 
a n o t h e r  member a u t h o r i z e d  to  d r i v e  and 
t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e  damage are 
unknown. Under t h e  r e n t a l  agreement ,  
t h e  r e n t e r  was l i ab le  for up t o  t h e  
f i rs t  $500 damage and p a i d  t h e  r e n t a l  
company $ 1 4 1  for  t h e  damage. S i n c e  t h e  
damage o c c u r r e d  w h i l e  t h e  v e h i c l e  was 
be ing  used fof o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s ,  he  may . 
be re imbursed  for  t h e  payment, 

T h e  v e h i c l e  

An Army member was a u t h o r i z e d  to  r e n t  a car for h i s  u s e  
together w i t h  other  Army members for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w h i l e  on 
a temporar$ d u t y  ass ignment .  
undetermined t i m e  and date  w h i l e  be ing  d r i v e n  by a n o t h e r  
member a u t h o r i z e d  t o  d r i v e .  We are asked whether t h e  
Government may r e i m b u r s e  t h e  member who r e n t e d  t h e  v e h i c l e  
for t h e  amount a i d  to  t h e  r e n t a l  company for  damage t o  t h e  

s i n c e  t h e  v e h i c l e  was p r o p e r l y  r e n t e d  and t h e  damage 
occurred w h i l e  t h e  v e h i c l e  was be ing  used for o f f i c i a l  
b u s i n e s s .  

The v e h i c l e  was damaged a t  a n  

r en ta l  vehic1e.J P W e  conc lude  t h a t  payment may be made 

S t a f f  S e r g e a n t  Lawrence M, Campbell ,  Headquar t e r s  
Company, F i r s t  T r a i n i n g  S u p p o r t  Brigade, Fort Leonard Wood, 
M i s s o u r i ,  was ordered to per form temporary d u t y  a t  Fo r t  
Gordon, Georgia, t o  s u p p o r t  a log is t ics  tes t  program. 
S e r g e a n t  Campbell was a u t h o r i z e d  a r e n t a l  car on h i s  t r a v e l  

,orders for h i s  u s e  t oge the r  w i t h  other  Army members w h i l e  on 
t h e  ass ignment .  Also,  h e  was a u t h o r i z e d  by h i s  s u p e r i o r s  to  
allow other Army p e r s o n n e l  to  d r i v e  t h e  v e h i c l e .  

l /  Major D. H. Metcalf, F inance  and Account ing Officer, 
F o r t  Leonard Wood, M i s s o u r i  submi t ted  t h i s  request for 
a d e c i s i o n ,  and it  has been a s s i g n e d  c o n t r o l  number 
85-33 by t h e  Pe r  D i e m ,  T r a v e l  and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Allowance Committee. 
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Sergean t  Campbell r e n t e d  a van from Waters RV and 
Ren ta l s ,  Augusta, Georgia,  on December 3,  1984. H e  p rope r ly  
d e c l i n e d  to  purchase 'Co l l i s ion  Damage Waiver" coverage to 
provide  for  a c c i d e n t a l  v e h i c l e  damages. 
t i o n a l  insurance ,  under t h e  r e n t a l  agreement t h e  customer 
was responsible for  t h e  first $500 of any damage to  t h e  
veh ic l e .  

Without t h i s  addi- 

The  r e n t a l  van was d r i v e n  by v a r i o u s  Army members dur-  
During t h e  per iod  Decem- i n g  t h e  pe r iod  o f  t h e  assignment. 

ber 7-8, one of t h e  seats i n  t h e  v e h i c l e  w a s  damaged by a 
burn. Sergeant  Campbell was n o t  d r i v i n g  t h e  v e h i c l e  a t  
t h e  t i m e  t h e  burn occurred. A de t e rmina t ion  of who caused 
t h e  damage could n o t  be made since t h e  van was required to  
t r a n s p o r t  an average of 10 people  each t r i p .  

Se rgean t  Campbell pa id  t h e  u s u a l  r e n t a l  charges  and h a s  
been reimbursed. H e  h a s  submit ted h i s  claim for $141, t h e  
amount he  became c o n t r a c t u a l l y  o b l i g a t e d  t o  pay t h e  r e n t a l  r 
company and pa id  from personal f u n d s  for  t h e  damage to  t h e  
r e n t a l  car. 

Under-appl icable  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e  cost of e x t r a  col l i -  
s i o n  damage insurance ,  " C o l l i s i o n  Damage Waiver,' w i l l  n o t  
be reimbursed, b u t  a member may be reimbursed up to  t h e  

. d e d u c t i b l e  amount a s  contained i n  t h e  r e n t a l  c o n t r a c t  for 
pe r sona l  funds  p a i d  t o  a ren ta l  car agency for  damage 
s u s t a i n e d  by an  automobile p rope r ly  r e n t e d ,  and damaged i n  
the performance of o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  Vo lume  1,  J o i n t  
Trave l  Regula t ions ,  para .  M4405- lc .  

I t  is apparent  t h a t  other Army members accompanying 
Sergeant  Campbell on - the  temporary du ty  assignment were 
a u t h o r i d  by t h e  Army t o  d r i v e  t h e  r e n t a l  car on  o f f i c i a l  
b u s i n e s s  a l though t h e  cost of r e n t a l  was au tho r i zed  on 
Se rgean t  Campbell 's  orders. When a s e r v i c e  member is 
au thor i zed  t o  r e n t  a car f o r  u s e  w i t h  other s e r v i c e  members 
w h i l e  on a temporary du ty  assignment and a n  a c c i d e n t  occurs  
w h i l e  t h e  car is being d r i v e n  on o f f i c i a l  t r a v e l  by one of 
t h e  other s e r v i c e  members, t h e  cost of t h e  damage which was 
charged t o  t h e  member because of h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  pay for 
col l is ion damage waiver may be pa id  for by t h e  Government. 
Capta in  Kenneth R. Peterson, 65  Comp. Gen. 623 ( 1 9 8 6 ) .  
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I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  matter, S e r g e a n t  Campbell was p r e c l u d e d  
by t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  from re imbursement  f o r  l i m i t i n g  h i s  
l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  $500 of damage under  t h e  r e n t a l  
c o n t r a c t .  S i n c e  t h e  van ,  p r o p e r l y  r e n t e d ,  was damaged w h i l e  
b e i n g  used f o r  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  amount o f  $ 1 4 1  p a i d  t o  
t h e  r e n t a l  company from p e r s o n a l  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  damage is 
r e i m b u r s a b l e  t o  him.  C a p t a i n  Kenneth R. P e t e r s o n ,  s u p r a .  

Accord ing ly ,  t h e  voucher  s u b m i t t e d  w i t h  t h i s  claim is 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f i n a n c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  payment. 

v 
Comptroller Genkra l  
of t h e  Un i t ed  States  
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