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THE COMPTROLLER OIPNIRAL 
DECISION O F  T H E  U N I T E D  I ITATS8 

W A S H I N G T O N ,  O . C .  2 0 5 4 6  

FILE: B-215960 DATE: November 14, 1984 

MATTER OF: Robert C .  Markgraf  - R e l o c a t i o n  E x 9 e n s e s  - 
Tlumbing Repair 

DIGEST: 

Employee of D e f e n s e  C o n t r a c t  A u d i t  Agency 
t r a n s f e r r e d  from S o u t h  Bend, I n d i a n a ,  t o  
C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s ,  c la ims i n c i d e n t a l  r e a l  
e s t a t e  e x p e n s e s  o f  $747.97 f o r  w a t e r p i p e  
repair  a t  h i s  n e w  h o u s e  p r io r  t o  s e t t l e -  
ment .  T h e  c l a i m  is d e n i e d .  Expenses  
claimed f o r  p lumbing  r e p a i r s  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  
o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  cos ts  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i s a l -  
lowed by 2 a r a g r a p h  2-6.2d o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  
T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s  (FTR).  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  
u n d e r  FTR para.  2 - 3 . l c ,  costs d i s a l l o w e d  
u n d e r  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  r e i m b u r s a b l e  
as m i s c e l l a n e o u s  e x p e n s e s .  

An employee  o f  t h e  D e f e n s e  C o n t r a c t  A u d i t  Agency 
(DCAA) is c l a i m i n g  costs t o t a l i n g  $747.97 f o r  p lumbing  
r epa i r s  t o  t h e  waterpipes of h i s  home a t  h i s  new d u t y  
s t a t i o n .  The c la im is d e n i e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  cost  of repair- 
i n g  c r a c k s  i n  unde rg round  w a t e r p i p e s  is a n  o p e r a t i n g  or 
m a i n t e n a n c e  cost  which  is n o t  r e i m b u r s a b l e .  

Mr. Robert C. M a r k g r a f ,  a DCAA employee ,  was t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  from S o u t h  Bend, I n d i a n a ,  t o  C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
w i t h  a r e p o r t i n g  d a t e  o f  November 22 ,  1982.  The R e g i o n a l  
R e s o u r c e s  Manager ,  DCAA, h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a n  a d v a n c e  d e c i s i o n  
as t o  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  p l u n b i n g  e x p e n s e s  may b e  r e i m b u r s e d .  

Mr. Markgra f  reports t h a t  w h i l e  o c c u p y i n g  h i s  new 
r e s i d e n c e  i n  C h i c a g o  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  and  
t a k i n g  of t i t l e ,  he  d i s c o v e r e d  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  water- 
pipes.  The  problem was b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
se l ler  who recommended a p lumber  to  M r .  M a r k g r a f .  The 
n e c e s s a r y  repa i rs  were made by t h e  recommended p lumber  f o r  
a c h a r g e  o f  $1,495.94.  However, t h e  se l le r  r e f u s e d  to  pay 
t h e  b i l l .  B e c a u s e  t h e  p l u m b e r ' s  b i l l  had  t o  be p a i d  
b e f o r e  t h e  loan c l o s i n g  c o u l d  t a k e  place,  Mr. Markgraf  
p a i d  t h e  b i l l  o n  F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1983 ,  and  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  took 
place o n  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  1983.  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  M r .  M a r k g r a f ' s  
a t t o rney  n e g o t i a t e d  a s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  se l le r  who 
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a g r e e d  t o  pay  o n e - h a l f  ( $ 7 4 7 . 9 7 )  o f  t h e  plumbing c h a r g e s ,  
l e a v i n g  an i d e n t i c a l  b a l a n c e  f o r  w h i c h  M r .  Markgraf  is 
a s k i n g  r e imbursemen t  a s  an  i n c i d e n t a l  r e a l  e s t a t e  expense. 
M r .  M a r k g r a f ' s  a t t o r n e y  d i d  a d v i s e  him t h a t  i t  p r o b a b l y  
would be  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  f u l l  amoun t  o f  t h e  
plumbing e x p e n s e  by resort t o  l e g a l  p r o c e s s  b u t  t h a t  t h e  
l e g a l  cos t  would p r o b a b l y  e x c e e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  amount of 
r e c o v e r y .  Mr. Markgraf therefore  d e c i d e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  
n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h o u t  r esor t  to  l i t i g a t i o n .  

R e p a i r s  t o  a r e s i d e n c e  w h i c h  make t h e  p r o p e r t y  sale- 
ab le  or h a b i t a b l e  a re  n o t  r e i m b u r s a b l e  unde r  the t r a v e l  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s i n c e ,  under  p a r a g r a p h  2-6.2d of t h e  F e d e r a l  
T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  FPXR 101-7 (September  1981)  (FTR) ,  
o p e r a t i n g  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  costs  o f  a residence a re  n o t  
r e i m b u r s a b l e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  u n d e r  FTR p a r a .  2 -3 . l c ,  costs 
d i s a l l o w e d  u n d e r  o the r  s e c t i o n s  a re  n o t  re imbursable  as 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s  e x p e n s e s .  I r w i n  Kaplan ,  B-190815, Narch 27 ,  
1978. 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  M r .  M a r k g r a f ' s  claim is d e n i e d .  

I o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  
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