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Employee may n o t  be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  cost 
o f  a month ly  p a r k i n g  permit which h e  was 
u n a b l e  t o  u s e  n e a r  h i s  permanent  d u t y  sta- 
t i o n  because o f  a t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  (TDY) 
a s s i g n m e n t  i n  a n o t h e r  locale. Such  a cost 
is a p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e  and there is no basis 
upon which i t  would become a Government 
o b l i g a t i o n  upon t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  a n  
employee  to  TDY. 

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a n  
advance  d e c i s i o n  by Ms. M a r g a r e t  E. Wenzel ,  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  
c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  (IRS), 
Chicago ,  I l l i n o i s .  The i s s u e  p r e s e n t e d  is whe the r  a n  
employee may be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  cost  o f  a month ly  pa rk -  
i n g  permit which he  was u n a b l e  t o  u s e  n e a r  h i s  permanent  
d u t y  s t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  a t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  ( T D Y )  a s s i g n m e n t  
i n  a n o t h e r  locale. F o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s ,  w e  h o l d  
t h a t  t h e  cost o f  a mon th ly  p a r k i n g  permit  is i n  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  a p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e  and  t h e r e  is no b a s i s  upon which 
s u c h  cost  would become a Government o b l i g a t i o n  upon t h e  
a s s i g n m e n t  of a n  employee  t o  TDY. 

M r .  W i l l i a m  M. Gasa is a n  IRS employee  whose perma- 
n e n t  d u t y  s t a t i o n  is Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  H e  u s u a l l y  com- 
mutes  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  by d r i v i n g  h i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned v e h i c l e  
from h i s  r e s i d e n c e  t o  a t r a i n  s t a t i o n ,  p a r k i n g  t h e  au to -  
mobile, and  t a k i n g  a commuter t r a i n  t o  downtown Chicago .  
H e  p a y s  a mon th ly  p a r k i n g  f e e  o f  $ 1 5 ,  which must  be p a i d  
o n  a q u a r t e r l y  basis. On J u n e  20, 1983, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
p u r c h a s i n g  h i s  q u a r t e r l y  permi t  f o r  t h e  months o f  J u l y ,  
Augus t ,  and  September 1983, h e  was a d v i s e d  t h a t  h e  would 
be d e t a i l e d  t o  Lombard, I l l i n o i s ,  a Ch icago  s u b u r b ,  f o r  a n  
i n d e f i n i t e  period of t i m e .  As o f  October 13, 1983, t h e  
d a t e  o f  h i s  claim, M r .  Gasa was s t i l l  o n  h i s  t empora ry  
d e t a i l ,  and  so was u n a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e  p a r k i n g  permit. On 
t h e  v o u c h e r  s u b m i t t e d ,  Mr. Gasa claims re imbursemen t  o f  
t h e  $ 4 5  f e e  f o r  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  permit which he  
was u n a b l e  t o  u s e .  
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T h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  ru le ,  as s t a t ed  i n  numerous  d e c i s i o n s  
of t h i s  O f f i c e ,  is t h a t  a n  e m p l o y e e  m u s t  bear t h e  cost o f  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  h i s  place o f  d u t y  
a t  h i s  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n  or t o  t h e  s i t e  or  o f f i c e  where  h i s  
work is to  b e g i n ,  a b s e n t  s t a t u t o r y  o r  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  
to t h e  c o n t r a r y .  60 Comp. Gen. 420 (1981); B e r n i c e  L. 
Fraser,  B-200022, A u g u s t  31, 1981, a n d  cases c i t e d  there- 
i n .  See a l so  62 Comp. Gen. 438 (1983) a n d  R i c h a r d  H. 
Foster ,  8-202370, A p r i l  2 ,  1984. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w e  are  
u n a w a r e  o f  a n y  s t a t u t o r y  o r  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  wh ich  
would permit t h e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  of t h e  $45 f e e  f o r  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  u n u s e d  p a r k i n g  permit .  S u c h  a f e e  is c l e a r l y  
a p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e  a n d  t he re  is no  bas i s  upon w h i c h  i t  
would  become a Governmen t  o b l i g a t i o n  upon t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  
o f  a n  e m p l o y e e  t o  TDY. 

W h i l e  i t  is u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  Mr. Gasa d i d  n o t  know 
a b o u t  h i s  TDY a s s i g n m e n t  b e f o r e  h e  paid f o r  t h e  p a r k i n g  
p e r m i t ,  there  is  n o  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  w h i c h  w e  may a u t h o r i i e  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  v o u c h e r  p r e s e n t e d  w i l l  be 
r e t a i n e d  i n  our  O f f i c e  a n d  may n o t  be c e r t i f i e d  f o r  pay-  
men t .  
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