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OIGEST: 

T r a n s f e r r e d  employee  claims r e i m b u r s e -  
ment fo r  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n c i d e n t  t o  
t h e  s a l e  of a r e s i d e n c e  a t  h i s  o l d  d u t y  
s t a t i o n .  T i t l e  t o  t h a t  r e s i d e n c e  was 
i n  t h e  name of e m p l o y e e ' s  w i f e  and h e r  
f o r m e r  husband ,  b u t  employee  and  h i s  
w i f e  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  and  s h e  
r e c e i v e d  a l l  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  
sa le .  Employee may be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  
e x p e n s e s  o f  sa le  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  
w i f e ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n c e ,  i n  
t h i s  case 50 p e r c e n t .  

The N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  Agendy (NSA) h a s  r e q u e s t e d  o u r  
d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  claim o f  a t r a n s f e r r e d  employee ,  
F e r r e l  G. Camp, f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  r ea l  es ta te  e x p e n s e s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  sa le  o f  a r e s i d e n c e  a t  h i s  o l d  
o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n .  The NSA d e n i e d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
b e c a u s e  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  was h e l d  i n  t h e  name of M r .  Camp's 
w i f e  and h e r  f o r m e r  husband and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t i t l e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of p a r a g r a p h  C14000-1.2 o f  Volume 2 o f  t h e  
J o i n t  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s  ( JTR)  were n o t  m e t .  F o r  t h e  
r e a s o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w ,  w e  h o l d  t h a t  M r .  Camp may be reim- 
b u r s e d  f o r  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  sa les  e x p e n s e s .  

Mr. Camp was t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom F o r t  Heade, Maryland ,  
t o  Buck ley ,  C o l o r a d o ,  i n  J u n e  1983. Although h e  d o e s  n o t  
c o n t e s t  t h a t  t i t l e  to  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  was i n  t h e  name o f  h i s  
w i f e  and  h e r  former husband ,  h e  claims t h a t  h e  is e n t i t l e d  
to  re imbursemen t  o f  t h e  costs of s e l l i n g  t h a t  r e s i d e n c e  
b e c a u s e  h e  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  f rom Augus t  1978 to  J u n e  
1983 and made a l l  mor tgage  payments  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  up  
t o  F e b r u a r y  1983,  when h e  p e r s o n a l l y  p a i d  o f f  t h e  mor tgage  
b a l a n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  M r .  Camp p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  a l l  
p r o c e e d s  f rom t h e  s a l e  of t h e  r e s i d e n c e  went  t o  h i s  w i f e .  

The s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  r e i m b u r s i n g  a F e d e r a l  
employee  f o r  r ea l  es ta te  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n c i d e n t  to  a 
t r a n s f e r  is 5 U.S.C.  S 5 7 2 4 a ( a ) ( 4 )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  which  i n c l u d e s  
c e r t a i n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
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i n v o l v e d .  T h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  are  c a r r i e d  o v e r  i n t o  
p a r a g r a p h  2-6 . lc  of t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  FPMR 
101-7 (Sep tember  1 9 8 1 ) ,  (FTR).  T h a t  p a r a g r a p h  p r o v i d e s ,  
a s  d o e s  J T R  p a r a g r a p h  C14000-1.2, t h a t  t i t l e  to  t h e  resi- 
d e n c e  "must  be i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  employee a l o n e ,  o r  i n  
t h e  j o i n t  names o f  t h e  employee  and o n e  o r  more members o f  
h i s  immediate f a m i l y ,  o r  s o l e l y  i n  t h e  name o f  o n e  o r  more 
members o f  h i s  immedia t e  f a m i l y . "  

The s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e  and  implemen t ing  r e g u l a t i o n s  
c o u l d  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as  d e n y i n g  r e imbursemen t  s i n c e  t i t l e  
was n o t  h e l d  i n  t h e  name of a member o f  M r .  Camp's f a m i l y  
a l o n e .  Mrs. Camp h e l d  t i t l e  w i t h  h e r  f o r m e r  husband.  
However, t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t u t e  is t o  r e i m b u r s e  a n  
employee o r  h i s  d e p e n d e n t s ,  and t h e  imp lemen t ing  r e g u l a -  
t i o n s  allow f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of a n  
e m p l o y e e ' s  i n t e r e s t .  See FTR p a r a g r a p h  2-6 . lc ,  c i ted 
above ,  and FTR p a r a g r a p h  2-6.1 f ,  which p r o v i d e s  f o r  pro 
r a t a  r e imbursemen t .  Thus ,  i n  James C.  Bowers, B-195652, 
A p r i l  1 ,  1980,  payment  was a l l o w e d  f o r  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  
t o t a l  cos t  where  4 p e r s o n s  were owners  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  
2 o f  whom q u a l i f i e d  as  o w n e r s  f o r  r e imbursemen t  p u r p o s e s  
unde r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n .  S e e  a l so  James A. Woods, B-184478, 
May 13 ,  1976,  where  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  50 ' p e r c e n t  was 
a l l o w e d  t o  a n  employee  who h e l d  t i t l e  j o i n t l y  w i t h  a 
b r o t h e r  who was n o t  a d e p e n d e n t .  

M r .  Camp c o u l d  be r e i m b u r s e d  t h e  t o t a l  amount c l a i m e d  
i f  h i s  w i f e  had  sole t i t l e  to  t h e  r e s i d e n c e .  However, 
h e  h a s  n o t  s u b m i t t e d  a n y  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h i s  w i f e ' s  former 
husband had r e l i n q u i s h e d  h i s  l e g a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  resi-  
d e n c e .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  M r .  Camp may be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  o t h e r -  
w i s e  a l l o w a b l e  e x p e n s e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  w i f e ' s  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  i n  t h i s  case 50 p e r c e n t .  
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